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Pee D eee n teen nns CLPLIED 


2SSC0LT'S me 
MAGAZINE RIFLE oo 
44 CAL. 





Revolver and Winchester Rifle. 


CanBrne 12 Shots, 734 lb., 20 inch, $24.00. 





P. O. Box 8048. 











AmMounITIonN same as Colt’s “ Fronrrer” 






- | COLT’S NEW Y MAGAZINE RIFLE. 


Simple and 


blocked in its wo adore get 
ever. Short frame ig by any act : ent wha 


= — f barrel. Smooth round shape. 
Mae a | Sa ral. Smooth round shape Lightagaa 
Frontiersmen who have had a 
Nas Rifle crippled by a defective cartridge fast at 
é i the moment when wanted wil ap will appreciate 
~<a» 
: od the improvements made in the coun” '. 














Rounp Riri, 15 8h 7 
Octagon Hifie” ote, oe Ib., 253¢ ineb, s 


Extra length, $1 00 per inh, Case Hardened yramse, $1.00. Fancy Stocks, $5.00. 


Set Triggers not made yet. 


JOHN P. MOORE’S SONS, 


Wholesale Agents, 302 Broadway, New York. 




















fue accompanying illustration represents the improved GATLING GUN and 
eed magazine. This new feed is positive in its action, and by it the gun can be 
fired, at the rate of 1,200 shots per minute, at ali degrees of elevation and depression. 
These results have never been attained by any other fire-arm. 

This improved feed has not only increased the direct fire, but it is of inestimabie 
value in enabling the gun to deliver high angle or mortar fire, so as to drop the 
bullets, with deadly effect, on men behind entrenched positions, at all distances from 
200 to 8,500 yards. Tables of elevations and distances have been established, to 
obtain with certainty the above results. Experiments prove that the bullets so dis- 
charged come down nearly in a perpendicular line and with sufficient force to 
penetrate from two to three inches of timber. 

With this feed there is no possible chance for the cartridges to jam, even when 
the gun is worked by men inexperienced in its use. It is, beyond doubt, the most 
valuable improvement ever made in machine guns. 

Official reports say of it: ‘‘The feed 1s positive in action and entirely inde- 
pendent of the force of gravity. It is all that is claimed for it.” ‘“‘ It is believed 
that the modified Gatling gun, with the new feed, has about reached the utmost 
limit of improvement.” ‘The Board were unable to produce any imperfect action 

in either mechanism or feed.” 

In official trials 816 cartridges were fired,‘in 41 2-5 seconds, and 102 in 31-5 


seconds. 
Address 


THE CATLING CUN COMPANY 
HARTFORD, OONN,, U.8. A. 














FREDRICKS? 


“ Knickerbock 
Ne. 770 ot Ryne Le . Gallery, 
Lmiperiais $6 Per beson. 





THE ORIGINAL DISTIN BAND IASTRUMENTS, 


Made BOOSEY & CO. London. W. A. POND & CO., 2% Uni uare, 
aa ts for the United States. Full Price Tac on contents a oe 
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Sloan’ S Shirts. «Now Ready, The Finest Cigarette, gop cortege 


Made to Measure, & tor $9. | Twelve First Prize Medals. ** OLD "(STRAIGHT MESH.) BOSTON, 
Selected Wamsutta Musliv, extra fine solid Sweet, Delicate, and Mild. CLOTH OF G ’ Invite the attention of Army and Naval 


&ply Linen Bosom, Reinforced French Placket 
Sleeves with _—_. Fit, Quality, and Workman- This Cigarette is made from the finest and most costly leaf from that region of Virginia part | to s fine assortment of imported piece B00ds for 


cularly adapted f wing tob for Cigarett Our lon mce in the manufacture 0 
satus einen ned em ages me Service and Dress Uniforms, 


Cc e Oo s | re) a n J r Tobacco, enables us to secure the most suitable kinds and thus present this superior article, with 
. 5 "9 the full assurance THAT ITS EQUAL HAS NEVER BEFORE BEEN OFFERED. A higher grade 
Importer and Manufacturer of Ci Complete suits ‘or single garments mad, to 
garette cannot be produced. measure in correct style and at short Lotice, 


Men’s Furnishing Goods,| _peeriess Tobacco Works. WM. S. KIMBALL & CO. | Matorisisand workmanship first class, and pring 


637 BROADWAY. N.Y. as low as can be afforded for the work done, 
CUFFS, UNDERW. In our FURNISHING GOOD 
Ci wae | FINE HARNESS AND SADDLER Y |, o% TENSHNG coos “Dzrars 


ar prices, 
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691 BROADWAY; New York- fons, Neckwear, etc., etc. We also take orders 
for fine, perfect-fitting SHIRTS to be made to 


measure in our own workshops. 
4 A N D SATISFACTION GUARANTEED, 


DRILL 


ARE: THE-BE ST. [i Raditey 3. | Mowe 

WARRANTED-T0-GIVE:SATIS FACTION Radi beste — pe Sone ator. 
OR-MONEY-RETURNED; SPECIAL 9 ZaQi | ¢ «| Rock Drills. Air Co “ r : 

INDUCEMENTS-f OR-MARKET: GARDNERS. ] Fees) AS 

OUR-VALUABLE » GATALOGUE-OF- Te. Ss eee _— 4 — 
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oe AUBERT BUSTS Sid We gon'( Blasting Batteries, Fuses and Caps. | Qi” ? 
USS EAVLAUELENIA EAI 12 Ce 5 ee 240 BROADWAY, Thoroughly Cleanses the 


STERBROO Pane. New York Cit, N. Y._ | Stomach and Bowels 
PENS. ‘ These Goods are sold under an Without ‘Violence 


Absolute Guarantee picts : 


Popular Nos, 14, 048, 130, 333, 161 " That they are the Finest and PUREST 


For Sale by all Stationers. + goods upon the market ; 
THE EST ; f They ARE FREE from DRUGS and In Hot Wate i. 
STERBROOK STEEL PEN Co o CHEMICALS of any kind; 
Works, Camden 3. John St. New Yarw -) | 
: = They consist of the Finest Tobacco and 
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GooDp NEWS. __ eee Purest Rice Paper made, 


iad © LADIES st Pre OUR SALES EXCEED special _ Offer. 


tere. howe Your net to rene -“ the products of ALL leading manufacto- 
and Coffees, and secure a beauti- ries combined. 
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SOUTH BOSTON IRON WORKS. 


ESTABLISHED IN 1908. 


WE. ©. HUME, marat Foundry St., South Boston. 


‘WM. 8S. EATON, Treas 
MANUFACTURERS OF 


ORDNANCE AND ORDNANCE STORES OF ALL KINDS. 


STEAM-HAMMERS, HYDRAULIC PRESSES, ETC., ETC., WITH FIXTURES AND MACHINERY FOR COASTING 4uD FINISHING 
PIECES OF ALL SIZES UP TO ONE HUNDRED TNA WHIGHT. 
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PERSONAL ITEMS. 

Dr. W. W. Gray, U. 8. A., of Fort Barrancas, Fla., spent 
New Year's with friends, rejoining his post a few days ago. 

Mason C. W. Foster, U.S. A., of Baltimore. visited Fort 
McHenry, Md., this week, as wember of a General Court- 
martial sitting there. 

Dz. J. H. Lott, U.S. A., for some time past at Omaha, 
Neb., has joined at Fort McKinney, Wyoming, for duty. 

Lievt.-Cou. J. J. Coppinger, 18th U. 8. Infantry, after a 
call upon Gen. Terry at Fort Snelling, goes to Fort Assinni- 
boine, Montana, to command that post and his regiment. 

Dz. R. B. Grimes, U. 8. A., has joined at Omaha for a 
short tour of duty there. 

Co. A. J. Alexander, U. 8. A., will remain East for sev- 
eral months to come, his health being far from good and 
not permitting him to resume active service at present. 

Gen. J. D. Bingham, U. 8. A., and family are now estab- 
lished at the Presidio of San Francisco, Cal. 

Mason Wm. Smith, paymaster, U. 8. A., is due in St. Paul 
from leave towards the end of January. 

Gen. H. G. Gibson, U. S. A., was due at St. Francis Bar- 
racks, St. Augustine, Fia., early in the week to take command 
there in succession to Lieut.-Col. Alex. Piper, 3d U. 8. Art., 
who will leave in a few days to take command of some other 
post in the South. 

Ir ia a somewhat curious statistical fact that between Dec. 
20 and 27, 1883, a brigadier-general, a colonel, and a lieu 
tenant-colonel on the retired list died—Humphreys, Cram, 
and Leonard—and all three of them of the staff when in ac- 
tive service. 

Cart. J. A. Sladen, U. 8. Army, side-de-camp on the staff 
of Gen. O. O. Howard, was presented recently witha hand- 
some gold-headed ebony cane by tke attaches of the Quar- 
termaster's Department under his charge at Omaha. 

Lievt. A. Rodgers, 4th Cavalry, and Mrs. Rodgers will re- 
main in Washington a short time before retarning to San 
Antonio, 

Cou. John Irwin Nevin, editor of the Pittsburg Leader, 
and a distinguished officer of volunteers during the war, died 
Jan. 5, at Sewickley, Pa. 

Lieut. J. P. Wisser, Ist U. 8. Artillery, of Fort Monroe, 
Va., expects shortly to make a prolonged visit to Europe for 
professional researches. 

Lrevt. 8. A. Day, 5th U. 8. Artillery, having got through 
with his duties on the Lamp Board in New York city, has 
joined the Light Battery at Fort Hamilton. 

Parrick H. Pepper, a noted blockade runner during the 
war, died at Mobile Jan. 4, He was a prisoner for a while at 
Fort Warren, Mass. 

In Bavaria it is illegal to criticise, even in a friendly spirit, 
the actions of the King. Soon after the termination of the 
Franco-German war a story was told of a meeting in the 
streets of Munich between the King of Bavaria and a 
wounded soldier, during which the King, finding that he 
was not recognized, expressed his surprise. ‘* How should I 
know your Majesty ?” said the soldier in explanation. ‘ You 
never go to the Army and I never go to the play.” To the 
publication of this anecdote may probably be attributed the 
determination taken by the King not to tolerate remarks of 
any kind on his private movements. 

Mr. Charles Frederick Johnson, of Trinity College, Hart- 
ford, was recently married to Miss Ellen Frances Terry, at 
the residence of Uolonel H. W. Closson, U. 8. Army, Fort 
Wadsworth, Staten Island. 

Apmirat Goltz has been appointed a director of the Ger- 
man Admiralty, vice Admiral Livonius, who has resigned. 

Captain W. W. Daugherty, 22d U. 8. Infantry, is expected 
to visit New York soon from Colorado. 

Lieut. T, G, Townsend, 6th U. 8. Infantry, lately at Fort 
Douglas, has arrived at Fort Leavenworth, and entered 
upon duty at the military prison. 

Major John I. Rodgers, Ist U. 8. Artillery, has got set- 
tled at Fort Canby, Oregon, and finds it a pleasant post, al- 
though hardly so attractive as Washington Barracks, his last 
permanent station. 

Carrain A, W. Corliss, 8th U. 8. Infantry, has taken 
charge of recruiting matters at Fort Halleck, Nevada. 

Mason Henry B. Reese, U.S, A., for some time past in 
poor health, is wintering at Lancaster, Ohio. 

THE roster of the Pay Department for January shows 4 
total of fifty-three Officers, forty-eight of whom ate onduty, 
two temporarily absent with leaye,and three permanently 
absent, sick, and waiting orders. 

Ps John Jobnson, U.S. Navy, registered at the 
ouse, Philadelphia, early in the week. 

oe says Gen. Rufus Ingalls, ‘U. 8S. A., now at 

tention “ reqon, has received notification from Wasbing- 

sand, —_ accounts have been closed and settled to 

$500,000, 000, andied, in his time of active service, over 

Aine fae is in the field again with a plan to make a 
ys ioe ieee entrance to Galveston harbor by caus- 

es to scour out a channel. 


—————— 








Unvesr his recent sentence, as approved, Chaplain Tous- | 
saint Mesplié will cease to be an officer of the Army on 
Tuesday next, Jan. 15. 

CoLoneL Fred Grant, it is said, has settled down in Mor- 
ristown, N. J., with the intention of running for Congress 
in that district next autumn. 

Lizvr. B. W. Dunn, 3d U. 8. Artillery, rejoined early in 
the week at Jackson Barracks, Louisiana, from a New Year’s 
leave. 

Captain Henry G. Sharpe, of the Subsistence Depart- 
ment, still remains on duty with Gen. Small in New York 
City, although it is probable he will receive a new assign- 
ment in the spring. 

GENERAL D, G. Swaim, U. 8. A., has rejoined at Washing- 
ton from his trip to New York and Philadelphia. 

QuaRTERMASTER Sebree Smith, U. 8. A., rejoined at 
Washington Barracks, D. C., this week, from a visit to 
friends at Kansas City, Missouri. 

General A. J. Perry, U. 8. A., is stopping temporarily at 
Rye, New York, but visits Governor's Island daily. 

ComMANDER H. De H. Manley, U. 8. N., and Mrs. Manley, 
returned to Washington this week from Richmond, whither 
they had been summoned last week by the illness and subse- 
quent death of Mrs, Manley’s father, Dr. Robert Early. 

Masor-GENERAL W. 8. Hancock, U. 8. A., and party were 
at San Antonio, Texas, this week, and, after a visit to St. 
Louis, will return to Governor's Island towards the end of 
the month. 

Tue veteran General E. B. Alexander, U.S. A., is spending 
a few weeks at the residence of his son-in-law, Colonel G. N. 
Lieber, U. 8. A., in Washington. 

Captain F. B. Hamilton, 2d U. 8. Artillery, has rejoined 
at Washington Barracks from a few weeks’ leave. 

Captain Addison Barrett, U. 8. A., will complete hig 
eleventh year of service at Jeffersonville Depot, Indiana, 
very shortly. 

A MEETING of the survivors of the Mexican war residing in 
Brooklyn was held on Monday evening. Many who served 
in the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps in the years 1846, 1847, 
or 1848, were present. 

A VETERAN named Bat de Prare, born in 1777, is reported 
to be now living near Marshfield, Wisconsin. He was a sol- 
dier in our Army in the war of 1812, and was with Gen. 
Jackson at the battle of New Orleans. During the war with 
Mexico he was with an American regiment, and afterward 
acted as scout and interpreter for the Government in the 
Black Hawk war. At the beginning of the late war he 
wished to enlist as a private, but was rejected on account of 
his age. 

GENERAL Streight, of Indiana, says of the Presidential 
question in his State: ‘‘There is no defined sentiment in 
Indiana in favor of any particular candidate. We have no 
candidate of our own, for both Ben Harrison and Gresham 
are no avowed candidates—simply dark horses. The man of 
whom I hear the most mention is General Sherman. Twenty 
men speak of him in connection with the nomination where 
one talks of any one else. I believe he would unite all ele- 
ments of the party and win with case.” 

Captain W. P. Clark, 2d U. 8S. Cavalry, temporarily on 
General Sheridan’s staff at Washington, is engaged upon the 
special duty of compiling a report which is really an ex- 
haustive history of the Nurthern tribes of Indians. Captain 
Clark, who has seen a great deal of active service on the 
plains, is not only well versed in the languages of different 
tribes, but is considered one of the best interpreters of the 
sign language in the country. Captain John G. Bourke, 3d 
Cavalry, 1s engaged upon a similar report of the Southerp 
tribes of Indians, and has the authority of the War Depart- 
ment to publish the history in book form when completed. 

A prEspatca from Washington says : ‘‘ President Barrios, 
of Venezuela, during bis recent tour through the United 
States, visited the Military Academy at West Point, and was 
so strongly and favorably impressed with the course and dis- 
cipline maintained at the Academy, that upon returning 
home he requestod permission to enter his son, at his own 
expense, for a course of study there. Senor Seavalla, of 
Nicaragua, desired a similar privilege for hisson. Secre- 
tary Frelinghuysen submitted the requests to the Secretary 
of War for a decision. In reply the latter informed the 
Secretary of State that one of the rules of West Point re- 
quires all students entered to subscribe their oaths of alle- 
giance to the United States, and a special provision of Con- 
gress would be necessary for the sons of the gentlemen 
named to obtain an admission to the Academy. Subsequent- 
ly Senor Seavalla, finding that no euch restriction was im- 
posed upon the cadets at the Naval Academy, decided to en- 
ter his son there, and he is said to be one of the most prom- 
ising students,” 

Lixut. W. P. Evans, 19th U.S. Infantry, has succeeded 
Lieut. Pope as adjutant of the Military Prison at Fort Leav- 
enworth. 

Lievt.-Compr. Felix McCurley, U. 8. N., is commander of 
the receiving ship Franklin at the Norfolk Navy-yard during 
the absence of Capt. Beardslee in Washington. 

Gen. Crook presides over a Retiring Board at Whipple 
Barracks, Arizona, convoked for the especial purpose of ex- 
amining Lieut. James F. Simpson, 3d U. 8. Cavalry, at pres- 





ent on leave of absence. 


Cot. Gaines Lawson, U. 8. A., has rejoined at Fort Sneli- 
ing. Minn., from a visit to For t Totten, Dakota, 
THE San Francisco Keport, of Dec. 29, says: 


Light House Iuspector Coffin has been visfting Santa 

Lieut. Chas. A. Williams, 21st Insantry, has, wite hie ae nich 
to returo to his station.... Lieut. Cuas. A. Vreeland is in the city 
awaiting the flagship Hartford, expected from the south in the 
early spring....P. A. Surg. F. U. Dile has been transterred from 
the coast survey steamer M-irthur tothe Adame ...Lieut. J. 
O’Connell, 8th L[ofautry, has returned from the Kast. ...Major C, 
A. Ea: nest has re:urned trom a visit to San Diego....Capt. Whit- 
ney of the 8th, is passing the holidays in the city, 


Lieut. F, B. Andrus, 4th U. 8. Infantry, has rejoined at 
Fort Leavenworth from a trip to Omaha, 

Carr. CO. A. Coolidge, 7th U. 8. Infantry, was expected to 
join at Fort Laramie, Wyo., from Omaha this week. 

Mason J.P. Farley, Ordnance Corps, U. 8. A., visited 
New York city on Tuesday, registering at the Gilsey House, 

“‘T nev often noticed,” says 7osh Billings, “‘ tnat the man 
who would hev done such wonderful things ef he had bin 
thare, never gets thare.” 

Asst. Ener. W. M. Parks, U. 8. N., has rejoined at An- 
napolis from a holiday visit to friends at Portsmouth, Va. 

Masog A. 8. Nicholson, U.S. M. C., inspected the Marine 
Barracks at Norfolk, Va., Jan. 4. 

Lieut. M. M. Macomb, 4th U.S. Artillery, relinquished 
special duty at Washington Dec. 31, and after a two months’ 
leave will join his battery at Fort Adams, R. I. 

Masor J. J. Upham, 5th Cavalry, will rejoin at Fort Leay- 
enworth next week from a fortnight’s absence. 

Cox. E. 8. Otis, 20th U. 8. Infantry, is on a brief visit to 
friends in the East. 

Paymaster L. A. Frailey, U.S. N., has rejoined at the 
Norfoli Navy-yard from a New Year’s visit to Washington. 

Masor A. T. Smith, 7th Infantry, lately in command of 
Fort Washakie, Wyoming, was expected in Omaha this week 
to report to Gen. Howard for special service on his staff. 

Dr. John E, Summers, son of Surgeon W. E. Summers, 
U.S. A., and lately a contract physician at Fort McKinney, 
has gone to Europe for a year to pursue his medical studies 
there. 

The Vancouver Independent, of Jan. 2, says : 


Lieut. Stamper, recently appointed to the 2lst Infantry, has 
been ordered to come here with the first detachment of recruits 
from David's Ieland Lieut. Goethals, chiet engineer officer, and 
Lieut. Abercrumbie, 2d Intantry, lett Vancouver yesterday for 
the purpose of making a reconnoissance of the Pen d’Oreille 
country....The Retiriug Board, Gen. Miles president, convened 
Monday, 24th, for examination of Capt.Gao. W Evans, 2ist Inf. 
It met again on the 26th, for Col. Whipple, lst Cavairy .. The 
officers at Fort Canby are in hopes of getting « band of music 
located at that tort. They have applied to one of the bands located 
at the Presidio, San Francisco, as that post has two bands quar- 
tered there....Capt. Rockwell, of the Coast Survey Service, «nd 
Gen. O. D. Greene, U. 8. A., went out to get a wild gvose tor 
Curistmas, were gone two days and a half, and returned to Van- 
couver Barracks with 200 ducks, 15 geese, and 6 swan. 


Mas. Nellie Grant Sartoris is expected to visit Washington 
during the winter. 

Mrs. Septimia Randolph Meikleham, the only surviving 
granddaughter of Thomas Jefferson, is living in George- 
town, dependent upou the pay of her daughter, a clerk in 
the Patent Office. A subscripiion for the old lady's benefit 
last year only brought her $420, and she has determined to 
make an appeal to Congress. She was one of twelve chil- 
dren, five sons and seven daughters, and she, being the last 
daughter, was named Septimia. She was married in 1838 
toa physician. All of her brothers and sisters are dead. 

Mrs. Philip Dandridge, a daughter of Gen. Zachary Tay- 
lor, has been visiting the widow of Gen. Barnes in Wash- 
ington. 

As muc# misinformation in regard to John H. Alexander, 
the colored cadet, has been published, one who knows him 
writes as follows to the Burlington Hawkeye: “ John H. 
Alexander is a man 5 feet 6 inches in height, good-looking, 
and almost in every respect a model which every urchin 


| might well wish to resemble, except ia color, which is brown 


instead of black; good manners, and a gentleman in every 
respect, When he came to West Point he was subject to 
the same severe restrictions and tests that each and every 
successful aspirant for military glory experiences. He took 
the hazing in good cheer, as is best for any onetodo.” Our 
West Point correspondent last week reported that Alexander 
was taking excellent rank in his studies. 

Cou. B. J. D. Irwin, Medical Department, U. 8. Army, re- 
turned to Whipple Barracks, Arizona, on Dec, 31, from a 
short leave of absence, spent with his family and his numer- 
ous friends in Chicago, Lil., and resumed the duties of de- 
partment medica! director. 

Cou. R. J. Stevens, who resigned the position of clerk to 
the House Committee on Appropriations on account of ill 
health, has been appointed U. 8S. Consul to Palermo, Italy, 
where he hopes to recover his shattered health. He has 
many friends among Army and Navy officers and officers of 
the War and Navy Depart ments, to whom he has extended 
numerous favors while connected with the Appropriation 
Committee. 

Lieut. Charles Sellmer, 3d U. 8. Artillery, is spending a 
portion of his leave at Zeliwood, Orange County, Florida 
and will rejoin his battery at San Autonio, about the mid- 
die of January. 

Curer Enar. Louis J. Allen bas been ordered to the re 
ceiving ship Colorado. Asst. Paymaster J. D. Doyle has 
been ordered to take up the accounts of the Alarm in addi- 
tion to his present duties. 
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Nava Constructor Samuel Pook, U. 8. N., visited Norfolk 
Navy-yard early in the week to test the merits of certain 
metallic paints. He will visit other yards on the Atlantic 
coast for the same purpose. 

Lieut. Thomas G. Townsend, 6th Infantry, Las been ap- 
pointed quartermaster of the Military Prison, at Fort Leay- 
enworth. 

Apsutant J. B. Rodman, 20th U. 8S. Infantry, has re- 
joined at Fort Leavenworth, from a short visit East, 

Lizvur. G. P. Coiton, Ist U. 8S. Artillery, has so far re- 
covered from his accident of a few months ago as to be 
able to discard crutches, and walk about with the assistance 
of a cane. 

Lrevr. H. L. Harris, ist U. 8. Artillery, has returned to 
San Francisco, from the East. 

Commopore Charles 8. Cotton, U. 5. N., joined at Nor- 
folk, Va., January 3d. 

Carratn Randolph Norwood, 2d U. 8. Cavalry, of Fort 
Custer, Montana, has been visiting St. Paul, registering at 
the Merchant’s Hotel. 

Tue latest literary work of Commander William Gibson, 
U. 8. N., a translation of the minor poems of Goethe, has 
been produced in London, under the auspices of some of the 
leading literary men of England, and is a great success. 

Masor Joseph Bush, U. 8. A., retired, is residing at 585 
Somerville avenue, Somerville, Mass. He suffers a good 
deal with rheumatism, but is otherwise hearty, as of yore. 

QuarrermasterR W. W. Wotherspoon, 12th U. S. Inf.,who 
has been spending a few weeks’ leave with friends, will re- 
join at Madison Barracks next week. 

Firz-Joun Porter was in Washington this week, and is 
reported as ‘‘ hopeful.” 

Lieut. Commander Marcus B. Buford, U. 8. N , visited 
friends in Philadelphia recently, registering at the La- 
fayette. P 

GENERAL Stewart Van Vliet, U. S. A., attended a meeting 
of Wilson Post, G.A.R., in Baltimoro, on Mocday, and made 
a brief address, in which he said he had been a member of 
the Army of the Republic for 45 years. 

QuarTeRMAsTeR Geveral 8. B. Holabird, U.S. A., came 
to New York this week, stopping at the Glenham Hotel. 

As THE domestic affairs of Chief Engineer Melville, 
U. 8. N., seem to have been made a public matter, we pub 
lish the following correspondence between him and his 
daughter, which appears in the daily papers. As already 
stated, the daughter followed a not unnatural impulse to 
spend Christmas with her mother, first asking the permis- 
sion of her father, which was refused in this letter : 


Rest assured, dear child, that lam firm in my convictions of 
right, and I am just as firmly fixed in my position that if you 
leave your school to visit Philadely hia without; my permission, 
so sure will I prevent your return to school, and you will have 
to depend upon yourself for support. 


In reply this letter was sent: 
PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 3, 1884, 


Dear Papa ; I wrote to you last Friday or Saturday to know 
whether or not I should return toschool cn Wednesday. I heard 
that you had caused the school doors to be closed against me. 
On receiving po answer to my letter, I wrote again, thinking you 
may vct have received my former one. If itis true that lam not 
te return, will you please tosend me my effects, that I may be 
ready for some other schovu! next week. I committed no crime in 
coming to Philadelphia. It was natural that I should want to 
visit mamma on Christmas, at which time I was pever away from 
her before. Hoping for a speedy reply, I am yours respectfully, 

Maop. 


O¥Ficr OF CHIEF ENGINEER IN CHARGE OF 
Stores Usirep States Navy-YarpD, 
LeaGuE Isianp, Jan. «, 1884. 


My Dear Little Daughter ; Your note to hand this a.m. You 
will find my answer to your question in my letter to you dated 
Dec. 20, 1883. In regard to your effects, as you have publicly 
stated that you “haven't much at school,” etc.—you also said 
you “‘would rather remain with mamma with nothing,” I prefer 
to letit beso, Iam, very respectfully, 

Gzorncr W. MELVILLE. 

‘“‘Noraine to Wear” was, it is raported, the cause of 
many ofticers of the Army and Navy avoiding the White 
House on New Year’s. Some of the former had outgrown 
their uniforms, and, not being likely to want them soon 
again, did not feel justified in incurring the expense of get- 
ting new ones, while the naval uniform, having been re- 
cently altered by official decree, most of the latter, especially 
those not on active duty, did not have any they would wear 
on such an occasion. 

A Luncu party, given by Commander R. P. Leary, U. 8. 
N., on board the receiving ship Wyandotte, was among the 
recent entertainments at Washington. 

Tue retirement of Ist Lieut. Simpson, which is in pros- 
pect, will, no doubt, be the readiest solution of the difficul 
ties into which his recent eccentricities have involved him, 
and which are now assumed to be due to mental disorder. 
The question as to whether he is incapacitated for service, 
and whether this incapacity is incident to his service, will be 
determined by the board before which he is ordered. 

Ir is related of Gen. Butler that he was once engaged as 
counsel for the defendant in a case where the prisoner was 
accused of manslaughter, and in the course of his argument, 
based on the assumption of self-defence, he informed the 
jury that, “ we have it on the bighest authority that all that 
a man hath he will give for his life.” Judge Hoar, counsel 
on the other side, rose and quickly said that he had long 
wondered what Gen. Butler considered the highest authority, 
aod was very glal to have the question settled, and pro- 
ceeded to read to the court from the Book of Job: ‘And Sa- 
tan answered the Lord and said, All that a man hath he 
will give for his life.” 

Tur New York Sun says: “General Nelson A. Miles was 
nominated as a candidate for President of the United States 
by Gon. Brisbin, at a dinner at Fort Keogh, the other day. 
Miles is a first-rate soldier, but we dont think he will be 
elected President this year. Besides, what are his politics ? 





There is nothing in the proceedings of the banquet to show 
whether he is a Democrat or a Republican, and not the least 
intimation of his opinions upon the great question of free 
trade. We warn General Miles that, if he expects to run, he 
will have to make up his mind on this subject before he is 
nominated, There is not going to be any dodging or shuf- 
fling on the tariff question this year.” If Gen. Miles is able 
to formulate an opinion on the subject of the tariff which 
does not shuffle and dodge the main question, he will cer- 
tainly have the advantage in this respect over most of the 
Presidential aspirants of both parties. 

Tue Los Angeles Times tells this story of the youth of 
one of our distinguished major-generals : 


When Hancock was stationed in thisfcity in 1858-61, as Quar- 
termaster of the Southern District of California, he was an ath- 
lete of no small pretensions, Among the animals used for trans- 
portation over which he had charge were a number of camels, 
some of which were the possessors of vicious tempers. One, a 
large buck, was a continual source of trouble, and he generally 
made it lively forthe unlucky individual who had occasion to 
go within the inclosure in which he was confined. On one 2cca- 
sion Hancock went into the corral on some matter of business, 
but as soon as the old camel saw him he started on the dead run 
for his unlucky victim, and soon a Greco-Roman wrestling match 
of the most approved style was taking place. The hero oi Gettys- 
burg, with a haven’t-got-long-to-live expression on his face, was 
first thrown into the air, his heels pointing straight towards the 
heavens, and the next moment hurled with irresistible force to 
the earth. Several rounds were fought, without Hancock losing 
his grip, but the camel was just getting into the right trim for 
an all-day fight, and, being within a few feet of the fence, Han- 
cock watched his opportunity, and suddenly released his bold 
and atarted for the house. How he got over the ten-foot fence 
has never been satisfactorily settled, as Hancock was always reti- 
cent on the subject. 

Lieut. Commander Albert S. Snow is at present on special 
duty at the Coast Survey Office, in Washington, preparatory 
to going to San Francisco to assume command of the Coast 
Survey steamer Hassler. 

Tue Brookline (Mass.) Chronicle says that ‘‘much of a 
young man’s success in life depends on his selection of a 
father-in-law.” 

CommManDER H. C. Taylor, commanding the Saratoga, is 
in Washington, having been ordered as a member of the ra- 
tions board. 

Cart. Thomas O. Selfridge was in Washington from New- 
port,{this week, on business connected with the design 
of a new torpedv boat that is to go twenty-four knots per 
hour, 

CommoporeE De Krafft has made application to be ordcred 
to command the European station upon the retirement of 
Admiral Baldwin in September next. It is rumored among 
naval officers, however, that he may be wanted to succeed 
Commodore Phelps in command of the South Atlantic sta- 
tion, when he is relegated to private life next November. 

Tue following Army officers registered at the office of the 
Adjutant General, Washington, D.C., during the present 
week : 2d Lieut. R. R. Stevens; 6th Inf., Ebbitt House, on 
leave; Lieut. Alex. Rodgers, 4th Cavalry, 1721 I street, under 
orders from the A. G. O.; Lieut. Col. A. J. Alexander, 2d 
Cav., 1653 Pennsylvania avenue, on leave; Lieut. W. 8. 
Schuyler, 5th Cavalry, Wormley’s Hotel, returning to duty; 
Capt. J. B. Parke, 10th Infantry, 1225 New York avenue, on 
leave ; Major J. A. Potter, retired, Ebbitt House, on a trip 
for health. 

Carrain R. H. Pratt, U. 8S. A., of the Indian Training 
School, recently drafted twenty-seven Indian girls to the 
Lincoln Institute at Philadelphia. Among the tribes repre- 
sented by the fifty at the institution are the Pawnees, Sioux, 
Cheyennes, Comanches, Diggers, Osages, Omahas and Del- 
awares. A large number have Christian names and civilized 
surnames, but some are still known by their Indian surnames 
with a Obristian name attached, the effect of which combi- 
nation is often rather amusing, as in the following cases : 
Bessie Big Soldier, Edna Eagle Feather, Frankie Bear, Ella 
Man Chief, Maud Echo Hawk, Fannie Crow, Eunice Bear 
Shield, Sarah High Pipe, Lizzie Spider, and Olive Battle. 
The majority of the girls willremainin Philadelphia five 
years. 

Lieut. T. C. McLean, U. 8. N., who has been attached to 
the American Legation at Vienna, left that place, Dec. 3, 
1883, for Washington City, via London, England. 

Tux Apache Rocket of Dec. 28, has the following Fort 

Davis, Tex., items : 


Lieutenant Smith, from Camp Rice, spent Christmas at the 
post....Mr. Finley is visiting his brother, Lieut. Finiey, 10th 
Cavalry....Mrs. Dr. Tesson has returned from San Antonio.... 
Miss Serbell, of New York City, is the guest of the Misses Mur- 





attended....Lieut. T. C. Woodbury, 16th Infantry, has been in 
from the Pinery, spending the holidays....The children’s party 


by old as well as young... The Grierson boys, Harry and George, 


The supper was an elegant and beautiful repast. The ball was 


da oy the offi and ladies ot the garrison. 





Y 


East much improved. 


Orleans, and Capt. W. H. Heuer, of the corps, from New 
Orleans to Philadelphia. 
Mrs. Mary Vermilye filed at St. Paul on Tuesday an an- 


U. 8. A., either in Minnesota, New York, or Europe. Her 


Lieut. J. H. Dayton, U. 8. N., has been visiting in Phila- 


Lievr. E. L. Zalinski, 5th U.S. Artillery, was, on Tueg- 
day, elected a director of the National Rifle Association for 
the ensuing year. 

Tue New York Tribune says: The assistant superin- 
tendent of the Bloomingdale Asylum said to a Tribune re- 
porter: ‘General Mackenzie has been here too short a time 
for us to arrive at any definite conclusion as to his chanceg 
of recovery. He looks much broken in health, but is cheer. 
ful and hopeful. He made no objection to coming here, 
and complies readily with ail advices given him by his 
friends. He is at times hilarious, but never noisy.” Lieut, 
Rodgers, of Mackenzie's staff, visited that General at the 
Bloomingdale Asylum this week, and returned to Washing- 
tonon Thursday. He reported General Mackenzie's con- 
dition as considerably improved. The physicians at the 
asylum still refrain from expressing any opinion as to the 
result of the case. It is thought, however, that his present 
improvement is a phase of the disease, and will be only 
temporary, after which he will continue to grow worse. 

Gen. Daniel E. Sickles has just achieved a victory over an 
enemy more unconquerable than the foe he met at Gettys- 
bargh. He has actually compelled a gas company to repu- 
diate its own meter. His apartment in New York was shut 
up during his absence in the summer of 1881. But when he 
came back his ges bills for the whole period came in ag 
usual, Ho thereupon refused to pay, but the company, 
holding that it was far more likely that he had used the gas 
than that the meter had registered incorrectly, treated this 
as an act of insubordination, and proceeded to remove the 
meter and cut off his gas for ever. The courts, however, 
granted an injunction restraining it, and this injunction has 
now been made permanent. The company is thus left to 
compel payment of the disputed bills by simple suit at law, 
and another clause is added to the magna charta of human 
rights. The victory of the barons was nothing to this. 

Tue Norfolk Virginian says: ‘The many friends in this 
city of Commodore Quackenbush, U. 8. Navy, have learned, 
with much regret, of his having changed his residence per- 
manently from this city to Washington. By his generous 
hospitality and his cordial and friendly intercourse with his 
many acquaintances here, Commodore Quackenbush had 
made a host of friends, who were pained to give up his 
genial companionship, and he carries with him their best 
wishes for a long, prosperous, and happy life in his new 
home.” 

CoLonEL W. F. Raynolds, Corps of Engineers, U. 8. A,, 
will relinquish duty in a few days, and spend on leave the 
time intervening between the day of his retirement, March 
17, next. 

Tue Morning Star for December gives abundant evidence 
of the progress of the good work Capt. R. H. Pratt, U. 8. A., 
is doing at Carlisle Barracks, Pa., toward the education of 
Indian children. His zoal continues unabated. 

Tue officers of the Signal Corps entertained General 
Hazen at dinner, last Saturday evening, at Wormley’s Hotel, 
Washington. 

GENERAL W. M. Dunn, U.S. A., visited friends in New 
York, this week, with headquarters at the Fifth Avenue 
Hotel. 

Suncgon E. C, Ver Muelen, U. S. Navy, sailed from New 
York for Havre, ou Wednesday, on the Amerique. 

Tue San Francisco Keport says: ‘‘ Jack Best, the waiter, 
whom the late Vol. R. 8, Williamson, U.S. A., befriended 
and made his clerk, and who repaid his benefactor’s kind- 
ness by robbing the Government of thousands of dollars 
and breaking Williamson’s heart, has been pardoued out of 
San Quentin. 

Rean-Apmira Shufeldt, U.S. Navy, attended a dinner 
given at: Jersey City, on Wednesday evening, to Governor 
Abbett. 

Tue Picayune is sble to find but one survivor of the 
battle of New Orleans in that city, and is preparing to raise 
historic doubts as to whether there ever was avy such 
battle, 

Sura.-Gren. Murray, U. 8. A., spent most of the week at 
Governor's Island superintending the removal of his effects 
from there to Washington. 

Cou. T. T. 8S. Laidley, U. 8. A., retired, has become a per- 
manent resident of New York City. 

Cart. J. C. Symmes, U. 8. A., retired, has now for many 


pby....The impromptu hop last night at the library was well years resided at Homburg, von der Héhe Germany. 


Tue 9th annual meeting of the Associated Pioneers of the 


given Christmas eve by tie ladies of the garrison, was enjoyed Territorial Days of California took place in New York on 


returned Monday from a very successful hunt....The hop given | Wedifesday evening, when arrangements were made for the 
Christmas night by Troop B, 10th Cavalry, was a grand affair. annual banquet to take place on Friday next, Jan. 18. 


A commirrEE of leading citizens of St. Louis, headed by 


We hear gratifying accounts from Hot Springs, Ark., of | Gen. W. T. Sherman, U. 8. A., has been appointed to take 
the health of Gen. Galusha Pennypacker, U. S. A., and trust | charge of the popular subscription in that city towards the 
that by spring he may be able to return to his friends in the | Bartholdi Statue Fund. 


Lievt.-Con. O. H. Moore, 17th U. 8. Infantry, will shortly 


Unver recent orders Capt. Thomas Turtle, Corps of En-| go to Fort Yates, Dakota, for duty at the headquarters of 
gineers, U. 8. A., will soon go from Baltimore to New | his regiment. 


Asst. Suna. R. W. Johnson, U, 8. A., was to start East 


from Fort Buford this week on a months’ visit. 


Tue Inter-Ocean states that petitions from the Grand 


swer to the suit of Daniel B. Vermilye for divorce. She de-| Army of the Republic, asking that Lieut.-Gen. P. H. Sheri- 
nies that her husband is a citizen of Minnesota, and says he | dan, U.S. A., be made General of the Army, have been 
was obliged to flee from the State in 1882 to avoid arrest for | signed by over 100,000 old soldiers, and will be presented in 
certain swindling transactions. She also denies in toto all| the House of Representatives by Congressman Davis, 
the charges of marital unfaithfulness with Gen. Wm. Myers, | Chicago. 


of 


Carr. Louis Renaud, of the French Army, attended the 


husband, she asserts, knows the charges are false, and he | marriage in New York on Wednesday of Mr. MoUoskry Batt 
made them.simply to extort money from Gen. Myers. to Miss Minnie H. Elder. 


Lizvt.-Compr. J. J. Brice, U. 8. N., sailed from New York 











delphia, with quarters at the Colonnade. } for Europe on Wednesday on the Gallia. 
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Dz. 0. B. Ewing, U. 8. A., was expected at Fort Stanton, | 
N. M, this week from a holiday leave spont with his rela- 
tives. , 
Lieut. Jesup Nicholson, U. 8. M. C., has rejoined at Nor- | 
folk, Va., from & visit to New York. 

Con. 8. 8. Elder, U. 8. A., was in Philadelphia this week, | 
s guest at the Lafayette Hotel. 

Last week we referred to the resignation, March 31 next, | 
of 9d Lieut. A. Thomas, 9th U.S. Infantry, recently pro- 
moted from sergeant, Battery G, 4th U. 8. Artillery. We 
understand that Lieut. Thomas had an advantageous busi- 
ness connection, at Portland, Oregon, offered him, and re- 
signed solely to take advantage of that offer. 

Tur New Hampshire Gazette says ; ‘‘ Commodore Jona- 
than Young is mentioned as the successor of Commodore 
Wells as commandant of the Portsmouth Navy-yard. It 
seems to us that this would be a good selection, for in addi- 
tion to his fitness for the place he is thoroughly acquainted 
with the Navy-Yard, and his coming would be welcomed by 
many who knew him when he was here as captain of the 
yard.” 

Ay excellent article on the proposed canal from the Dead 
Sea across Palestine, which appears in the National Baptist, 
has been very favorably mentioned, and was written by 
Chaplain Thos. A. Gill, U. 8. N. 

Cur Engineer W. H. Shock, U. 8. N., registered at the 
Grand Hotel, New York on Thursday. 

Gen. RB. CO. Drum, U. 8. A., was expected in New York on 
Thursday to attend the meeting of the Military Service In- 
stitution, but, to the general disappointment, was unable to 
be present, 

Cart. Pollock, U. 8. A., lately retired, has settled at Cor- 
nelius, Oregon. 

Cou. Henry B. Reese, U. 8. A., visited New York this 
week, 

Liv. C. 8. Burbank, 10th U. 8. Inf., started from Fort 
Wayne, Mich., early in the week, on a fortnight’s visit to 
frends. 

Tue following officers of the Navy registered at the De- 
partment for the past week, ending January 10, 1884 : Com- 
modore 8. P, Quackenbush, Captain Thomas O. Selfridge, 
Commander Greenleaf Cilley, Commander Henry Taylor, 
Commander John W. Phillip, Lieuteaant-Commander A, 8, 
Snow, Lieutenant-Commander A. V. Wadhams, Lieutenants 
F, H. Crosby and Christopher L, Bruns, Passed Assistant 
Surgeon C, A. Siegfried, and Pay Inxpector Edward May. 

Major von Seckendorff, who lost his life with Hicks Pasha 
at El Obeid, owed his position on the staff of the Army of 
the Suudan to the recommendation of the Dnke of Con- 
naught. He was probably the only German who took part 
in the ill-fated expedition against the False Prophet. Seck- 
endorff was a soldier of considerable ability and of a very 
alriking physique, being sx feet four inches in height. He 
was only 28 years of age. 

Tux members of the Rodgers crew now in Washington" 
Lieutenants Hunt and Berry, and P. A. Engineer Zane, were 
entertained by Adjutant Genefal Drum at his residence on K 
street, on Wedoesday evening last. 

Cart. Charles S. Smith, of the Ordnance Department, is 
expected to return to Washington this week from Sandy 
Hook, where he has been conducting some experiments with 
heavy guns, 

Tue published statement that General Grant’s cable con- 
cession, granted by the Mexican Government, had been for- 
feited by that Government on tke ground of non-fulfilment 
on the part of the cable company of its obligations tbere- 
under, has led toa mis apprehension as to General Grant’s 
Connection with that enterprise. The facts, as given by 
friend of General Grant are as follows : This concession was 
es to the General, not asa matter of personal interest to 
pr Bh for and on behalf of the Western Union Tele- 
port me = company having ascertained that 
Prise, allowed the anleimen ae “ag i ‘this 01 sa a 
should be a ge : oO lapse. In this connection it 
prac eneral Grant refused all offers of 

pensation for, or interest in,this concession, and that the 
a bi 4 ° connection with other enterprises in 
hei te a. ~ a his name has been couplei, the Genera 
pensation for ine eo Pe a yrewren Op nesaps any com> 
(cnn, Se coe in the establishment of these ep- 
hates wiaiahas se anxious to see closer commercial re- 
7 : etween the two countries, and to ac- 
complish this patriotic purpose has given much time and at 
tention to the sub ect, pe 
sane ee and Navy officers registered at the 
—Lt. Hs, * dary ending January 10th, 1884: Army. 
lt. RN. Getts te “se Int. ; Lt. R. R. Stevens, 6th Inf.: 
—Capt. and Mrs L = Major J. A. Potter, retired. Navy. 
tineniee a “ » A. Beardslee, Lieut. R. M. Berry, Lt.- 
_ ©. Snow, P. Aset. Paymaster O. W. Little- 

field, Pay Directors A H. Gi apenas ae 
-H. Gilman, J. D. M Chas. H 

Hdredge, and Edward May, Chief Engrs. GW, Melville 
and B, B, H. Wharton. y; lef Engrs. G. W. Melville 


(insets 
= 


LATE ARMY ORDERS, 


The resignati : 
8. lahat ean, - Lieut. James R. Chapman, 22d U. 
5 delecmdadenabes 
ave of Lieutenant C 7, : 
extended tw. nt Chas. A. Varnum, 7th Cavalry, is 
he leave ynpenths. (8.0. H.Q. A., Jan’ 10) ¢ 


of Lieutenant Lea Fe , 
tended two months. (8. 0. ef Cy ay he — ra 


Lillie Dey, en 
Prees, of Perens piake contributes to the Albany Sunda 
Last Parade,” maber 23, s touching story, “The Votensale 


THE ARMY. 


NOMINATIONS TO THE SENATE. 
The followicg Army nominations were sent to the Senate 
this week : 
1st Regiment of Infantry.—1st Lieut. Douglas M. Scott to 
be Captain, Dec. 14, 1883, vice Tolman, deceased. 2d Lieut. 
Nat. P. Phister to be 1st Lieut., Dec. 14, 1883, vice Scott, 


promoted. 


16th Regiment of Infantry.—2d Lieut. Richard R. Steed- 
man to be 1st Lieut., Dec. 20, 1883, vice Bacon, deceased. 

19th Regiment of Infaniry.—Zebulon B. Vance, Jr., of 
North Carolina, to be 2d Lieut., Jan. 7, 1884, vice Eckerson, 
premoted. 


G. O. 1, H. Q. A., Jan. 7, 1834. 


By direction of the Secretary of War, par. 1852 of the 
Regulations is amended to read as follows : 

1852. Officers may purchase fuel iu excess of the regula- 
tion allowance at the contract price, provided it 1s not less 
than three dollars a cord. Fuel may be sold to a mess at 
— rates, but not at the price named in the act of June 

8, ° 

By command of Lieut. Gen. Sheridan : 

R. C. Drum, Adjt.-Gen. 


Crrcuar 12, H. Q. A., Dec. 31, 1883. 


The following decisions, rulings, ect., have been made 
during the month of Dec., 1883, and are published to the 
Army for the information of all concerned : 

COMMUTATION OF QUARTERS, 

An officer in receipt of commutation of quarters is entitled to 
a continuation of tuat allowance during the time of his absence 
from duty on cumulative leave (vide G. O. 83, of 1880.—[Letter, 
Dec. 7, 83—A. G. O.] 

ARMY CORPS BADGES, 


A soldier is entitled, under section 1227 of the Revised Statutes, 
to wear on occasions of ceremvuny the distinctive badge adopted 
by the army corps and division in which he served honorably 
during the war of the rebeilion. The ceremonies prescribed in 
Tactics (dress parade, reviews, etc.) are con-idered as “‘ occasions 
of ceremony”’ within the meaning of the statute.—|Letter, Dec, 
12, 83—A. G, O.] 

TYPE WRITERS, 


The use of a “ type writer” in writing out sentences of courts- 

martial is disapproved.—[ Letter, Dec, 15, 83—A. G. O.] 
ENLISTMENTS. 

Men over thirty-five years of age who have served in the volun- 
teer service only cauvot be enlisted under par, 757 of the Regula- 
lations.—! Letter, Dec, 18, 83—A. G. O.] 

INSPECTION REPORTS, 

The annual inspection report of the, commanding officer of a 
post may be as full and complete as the officer desires tu make it. 
Division and department ‘iuspectors are vot tieddown to the 
notes on the blank form; their investigations are expected to be 
governed by the Army Regulations and by existing orders and 
circulars.—[Lotter, Dec. 1y, 83--A. G. O.] 

MILEAGE. 

An officer relieved from duty at a station and granted a leave 
of absence, before his assignment to duty to avother station, 
and who receives an order assigning Lim to duty beiore the ex- 
piration of his leave, is entitled to mileage trum the place where 
ue receives the order to tue new station.—|Iudursement, Dec, 21, 
83—A.G O 
DISAPPROVAL OF PROCEEDINGS OF COURTS-MARTIAL—FOR- 

FEITURLS —DESERTION, 

When the proceedings of a court-martial are disapproved by 
the reviewing authority, the soldier cannot legally be subjected 
to the torfeitures attacned to the crime with which he was 
charged, 

In cases of desertion, however, the fact of absence from the 
servic? remains, and the soldier should not be paid for the pe- 
riod duriug which he was absent, and should make good the time 
lost, as required by par. 217 of the Regulations.—[Iadorsement, 
Dec, 21, 83—A, G. O.] 

ALLOWANCE FOR CLOTHING. 

A man discharged at his own request, or at the request of his 
friends, befure the first settlement of his clothing account, is not 
entitled to a share of the additional allowance ol five dollars fur 
clothing provided for by G. U. 90, of 1883; but, if discharged for 
disability, or for causes beyond his coutrol, he is entitled there- 
to.—{Letter, Dec. 22, t3—A. G. O.] 

By command of Lieut. Gen. Sheridan : 

R. C. Drum, Adjt.-Gen. 
G. O. 33, Derr. or THE CoLuUmBIA, Dec. 28, 1883. 

Directs Paymasters to report to the Adjutant General of 
the Dept. every case where it is evident that oflicers’ pay 
accounts presented to them for payment, were transferred 
iu violation of A. R. 2380, and pronibiis Post Traders from 
cashing, receiving in payment, or in any manuer handling 
or negotiatiug officers’ pay accounts that are not entirely due 
at the date of the transaction. 





STAFF CORPS AND DEPARTMENTS. 
QUARTERMASTERS AND SUBSISTENCE DEPARTMENTS. 


Major J. W. Scully, Q M., Depot Q. M., New Orleans, La., 
will proceed to Ship Island, Miss., for the purpose of pre- 
paring plan and estimate of quarters to be erected there for 
the use of the ordnance sergeant (S. OU. 8, Jan. 10, D. E_) 

Major A. G. Robison will proceed to Plymouth, Mass,, 
and inspect a new-boat built there for service at Fort An- 
drews (S. O. 7, Jan. 9, D. E.) 

Commissary Sergt. Thomas O'Connor, now at Canton- 
ment on Uncompahgre, Colo., will proceed to Newport Bar- 
racks, Ky., to relieve Commissary Sergt. William Wilson, who 
will proceed to Jackson Barracks, La., to relieve Commisary 
Sergeaut Henry Bryden, who will be discharged the service 
(8. O., Jan. 9, H. Q. A.) 

PAY DEPARTMENT. 


The following assignment of paymasters for payment of 
troops on muster rolls of Dec. 31, 1883, is hereby made; 
Lieut. Col. Rodney Smith, Vancouver Barracks and Ord- 
nance Depot, and Fort Townsend, W. T.; Major James P. 
Caoby, Forts Cour d’Alene, L T., Spokane, W. I., and de- 
tachment at Fort Colville, W. T.; Major D. R. Larned, Fort 
Lapwai, I. T., and Fort Walla Walla, W. T.; Major D, C, 
Poole, Forts Klamath and Stevens, Oregon, and Fort Canby, 
W. T. (S. O. 180, Dec. 21, D. Columbia.) 

The troops will be paid to include Dec. 31, as fullowa: At 
Forts Mojave and Verde, and Whipple Barracks, by Major P. 
P. G. Hall. At Forts Apache, Grant and Thomay, and San 
Carlos Agency, by: Major W. H. Smyth. At Forts Bowie, 
Huachuca, Lowell and McDowell, by Major W. H. Comegys 





(8. O. 119, Deo. 27, D. Ariz.) 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 


Capt. R. P. Brown, Asst. Surg., is assigned to duty at 
Fort Huachuca, relieviog 1st Lieut. P. RB. Egan, Asst. Surg., 
who will proceed to Fort Apache and report (8. O. 119, Dec. 
27, D. Ariz.) 

Leave of absence for one month is granted 1st Lieut. R. 
W. Jobnson, Asst. Surg., Fort Buford, D. T., to take effect 
about Jan. 10, 1884 (8. O. 224, Dec. 28, D. D.) 

The leave of absence granted A. A. Surg. Charles B. 
Ewing, Fort Stantoa, New Mexico, is extended ten days (8. 
QO, 2, Jan. 7, Div. Mo.) 

Asst. Surg. Valery Havard will take charge of the office of 
the Medica! Director during the temporary absence of that 
ofticer (3. O. 164, Dec. 31, D. Tex.) 

The leave of absence granted Asst. Surg. Louis M. Maus, 
Fort A. Lincoln, D. T., is extended one munth (8. O. 3, Jan. 
8, Div. Mo.) 

Leave of absence for one month is granted Major B. J. D. 
Irwin, Surg., Medical Director. During his absence lst 
Lieut. George McCreery, Asst. Surg., will, in addition to his 
other duties, take charge of the ottice of the Med. Director 
(8. O. 118, Nov. 30, D. Ariz.—only received this week ) 

By direction of the Secretary of War, Hospital Steward 
Ludwig Stamm is relieved from duty in the Dept. of Cali- 
fornia, and will report in person at the expiration of his 
present furlough, Jan. 8, 1834, to the Commanding Gen, 
ree the Mi:souri, for assignment to duty (8. O., Jan. 
4,H.Q.A. 

Par. 11, 8. O. 168, July 23, 1883, H. Q. A., relating to Hos- 
a vs ae Charles Keenan, is revoked (8. O., Jan. 4, 
-QA. 


ENGINEERS AND ORDNANCE DEPAR' 


A board of officers of the Corps of Engineers, to consist 
of Colonel John Newton, Lieut. Col. Henry L. Abbot, and 
Lieut. Col. Cyrus B. Comstock, is constituted to meet in 
New York City for the examination of the following named 
ofiicers, with a view to their promotion iu the Corps of En- 
gineers: Ist Lieut. Eric Bergland, 2d Lieut. Lansing H. 
Beach. The board will be assembled on January 25, 1884 
(8. O., Jan. 7, H. Q. A.) 

Capt. Carl F. Palfrey, upon the expiration of his present 
leave of absence, will be relieved by Lieut. Col. George H. 
Mendell from duty under bis orders, and will then proceed 
to Milwaukee, Wis., for duty (S. O., Jan. 7, IL. Q. A.) 

The following changes in the stations and duties of officers 
of the Corps of Engineers are ordered : Capt. Thomas Tur- 
tle will be relieved from duty under the orders of Lieut. Col. 
William P. Craighill, and will then proceed to New Orleans, 
La., and relieve Capt. William H. Heur, reporting by letter 
to the honorable the Secretary of the Treasury for duty as 
engineer of the 7th and 8th Light-house districts. Capt. 
Heur, on being relieved, will proceed to Philadelphia, Pa., 
and relieve Ool. William F. Rayoolds of the duties now un- 
der his charge, reporting by letter to the honorable the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury for duty as engineer of the 4th Light- 
house district (8. O., Jan. 7, H. Q. A.) 

Leave of absence to March 17, 1884, to take effect upon 
being relieved from duty as engineer of the 4th Light-house 
— is granted Colonel William F. Raynolds (8. O., Jan. 
7, H. Q. A.)Je 

Capt. Oulion Bryant, Chief Ordoance Officer, will proce2d 
to Portland, Oregon, on public business, connected with his 
duties as commanding officer, Vancouver Orduance Depot (8. 
O. 181, Dec. 24. D. Columbia). 

Tue C. O., Fort Lewis, Colo., will grant a furlough, for 
three months to Ord. Sergt. Thomas G, Dennen (3. O. 3, 
Jan. 4, Dept. Mo.) 

The leave of absence granted 1st Lieut. Charles C. Mor- 
rison, in Ord. O. 53, Nov. 30, 13:3, is extended one month 
(8. O., Jan. 8, H. Q. A.) 








THE LINE. 
STATIONS OF TROOPS. 

The table of stations of the several companies of Cava'ry, 
Artillery, and Infantry, with that of the field officers of tre 
several regiments, will be found in the ARmy AND Navy 
JournnaL of December 29, page 435. A list of officers on 
General Recruiting Service with their stations in the Jour- 
NAL of December 15, page 393. 








ist Cavatry, Colonel Cuvier Grover. 

Orders 210, Post of Fort Walla Walla, W. T., directing 2d 
Lieut. J. B. Aleshire, with a guard of one private, to repair 
to Vancouver Bks, in charge of a military convict, is con- 
firmed (8. O. 180, Dec, 21, D. Columbia.) 





8ep CavaLry, Colonel Albert G. Brackett. 

2d Lieut. T. R. Rivers will proceed to Fort Verde, and 
report for Garrison Court-marti«l duty (S. O. 113, Nov. 80, 
D. Ariz.—onty received this weck). 

The journeys performed by 1st Lieut. Frederick Schwatka, 
A. D. C., from Vancouver, W. T., to Portland, Ore., and re- 
turn, Nov. 7 and 9, and Dec. 5 and 14, and from Portland to 
Vancouver, on Oct. 12 and Nov. 19, 1883, were vn public 
business, and are contirmed (8. O. 182, Dec. 26, D. Columbia.) 





4rn Cavatry, Colonel William B. Royall. 

The leave of absence granted Ist Lieut. Wilber E. Wilder, 
Fort Bayard, N. M., is extended one month (8. O. 1, Jan. 4, 
Div M.) 

Tke period of suspension in the cage of Capt. C. M. Calla- 
ban, having termiuated Dec. 29, he will proceed from Fort 
Bayard, N. M., to Fort Craig, N. M., for duty (8. O. 3, Jan. 
4, Dept. M.) 





57rn CavALry, Colonel Wesley Merritt. 
The leave of absence on Surg. certificate of disability 
granted 2d Lieut. John T. Barnett in 8. O. 107, May 9, 1883, 
. Q. A., is extended six months on accouat of disability 
(8S. O., Jan. 9, H. Q. A.) 





6rn CavaLry, Colonel Eugene A. Carr. 
2d Lieut. B. K. West is appointed recruiting officer at Fort 
Apache (8. O. 113, Nov. 30, D. Ariz.—only received this 
week). F 4 
Leave of absence for one month, with permission to apply 
for an extension of two months, is granted lst Lieut. B. H 
Cheever, Jr. (8. O. 119, Dec. 27, D. Ariz.) 





Tru Cavatry, Colonel Samuel D. Sturgis. 
1st Sergt. Hobart Rvder, Tcoop M, now at Fort oe | 
Minn., will return to his proper station, Fort Meade, D. ‘ 
(8. O. 225, Dec. 31, D. D. 





8TH Cavatry, Colonel Elmer Otis. 
The leaye of absence of seven days granted 2d Lieut. J. A 
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Johnston, Fort Leavenworth, is extended one day (8. O. 2, 
Jan. 3, ‘vs M.) 
The OU. O. Fort Clark, Tex., will grant a furlough for three 


171TH Inrantry, Colonel Charles C. Gilbert. 
Capt. C. 8. Roberts, Act. A. D. C., is granted leave of ab- 


sence for seven days, to date Nov. 26 (8S. O. 113, Nov. 30, 


months to Private Edward O’Dounell, Troop G (8. O. 1, D. Aris.—only received this week). 


Jan. 2, D. T.) 





9TH Cavatry, Colonel Edwari Hatch. 


Lieut.-Col. O. H. Moore is relieved from duty at Fort A. 


Lincoln, D. T, and will proceed to Fort Yates, D. T., for 
duty (S. O. 225, Dec. 31, D. D.) 


Capt. Malcolm MoArthur will report by letter to Col. 


»~ 
4 Fert Reno correspondent sche: © Are no kind weeds, nor Horatio G. Gibson, 3d Art., president of the Army Retiring 


credit due to Sergt. H. Washington, Troop I, 9th Cav., for 


Board appointed to meet at St. Francis Bks, St. Augustine, 


his brave conduct in 1881, in an Indian fight, in which the Fla. (8. O., Jan. 9, H. Q. A.) 


commanding officer's horse being shot under him, the ser- 
eant dismounted, gave his horse to said commander, and 
meelf made his way on foot to camp, a distance of seven 








ist Artittery, Colonel George P. Andrews. 
Upon his arrival within the limits of this command, Major 
John I. Rodgers will assume command of Fort Canby, W. T. 
(8. O. 182, Dec, 26, D. Columbia.) a 





19TH INFantRY, Colonel Charles H, Smith. 
Leave of absence for thirty days is granted to Capt. J. H. 


Bradford, Fort Brown, Tex. (S. O. 1, Jan. 2, D. T.) 





20TH Inranrry, Colonel Elwell 8. Otis. 


The journey from Spencer, Mass., to Fort Supply. Ind. T., 
nd return, performed by Ist Lieut. Herbert 8. Foster, to 


Capt. Thomas Ward, A. A. I. G., will make the periodical | ,; ti i bef . C.-M. latt 
inspections of the accounts of disbursing officers stationed in Ce A (BO. a 5. H. wt} So ae 


N. Y¥. City and at Governor's Island (S. O. 4, Jun. 5, D. E.) 





2np ArTILLERY, Colonel Romeyn B. Ayres. 
Major F. L. Guenther will proceed to Little Rock Bks, 





2ist Inrantry, Colonel Henry A. Morrow. 
Capt. George W. Evans will report in person at Dept. 


Hdqrs, Dec. 24, to Bng -Gen. N. A. Miles, president of the 


Ark:, and make an inspection of public property and such} Retiring Board (8. O. 180, Dec. 21, D. Columbia.) 


“— no as may be communicated to him (8, O. 6, Jan. 
8, D. 


Private Henry Miller, Co. I, is detailed on extra duty at 


Vancouver Depot, as fireman at Dept. Hdqrs (8. O. 182, 


A furlough for four months, with permission to go beyond | Nec, 26, D. Columbia.) 


sea, 18 granted Sergt. Charles Beymer, Light Bat. ¥ (8. O. 2, 
Jan. 3, Dept. M.) 





— 
8rp ArtTittERY, Colonel Horatio G." Gibson. 
The leave of absence granted Ist Lieut. Charles Hum- 
yg Fort Barrancas, Fla., is extended one month (8. O., 
an. 5, H. Q. A.) 








ist Inrantry, Colonel William R. Shafter. 

The leave of absence granted ist Lieut. Lovis Wilbelmi, 
Adjt., is extended eleven days (8. O. 119, Dec. 27, D. Ariz.) 
4ru Inrantry, Colonel William P. Carlin. 

The leave of absence granted Ist Lieut. Rufus P. Brown in 
8. O. 135, Nov. 22, 1883, Div. M., is extended one month (8. 
O., Jan. 8, H. Q. A.) 





Sra Inrantry, Colonel John D. Wilkins. 


Leave of absence for {wo months, from Jan. 15, 1884, is 
granted 2d Lieut. Samuel W. Miller, in extension of the 
leave of absence on Surg. certificate (8. O., Jan. o, H. Q. A.) 

Capt. Edmund Rice is assigned to duty at the Military 
Prison at Fort Leavenworth, and will repurt to the Governor 
(8. O. 1, Jan. 2, Dept. M.) 

lst Lieut. O. F. Long, A. D. O., will proceed to Colfax, 
W. T., and to Fort Townsend, W. T., on public business (8. 
O. 181, Dec. 24, D. Columbis.) 


6rn Inrantry, Colonel Alex. McD. McCook. 
ist Lieut. Thomas G. Townsend, having reported, is as- 
signed to duty at the Military Prison, and will report to the 
Governor (8. O. 265, Dec. 31, Dept. M.) 


Regimental Adjutant, will proceed from Fort Sill, 
Fort Snpply, I 
(8. O. 1, Jan. 2, Dept. M.) 


signed him in = 2, Orders 82, 
to his station, Fort 
Mathews, Co. G (S. O. 224, Dec. 28, D. D.) 





22np InFrantry, Colonel David 8S. Stanley. 
Private Charles Taussig, Uo, A, is granted a furlough for 


ten days (S. O. 4, Jan. 5, Dept. M.) 


247TH Invantry, Colonel Joseph H. Potter. 
Leave of absence for one month, with permission to apply 


for an extension of eleven months, is granted 1st Lieut. W. 
H. W. James, Fort Supply, I. T. (S. O. 1, Jan. 2, Dept. M.) 


1st Lieut. Charles Dodge, Jr., having been fy Om 
2 hep 


-, and report to his regimental commander 





25rn Inrantry, Colonel George L. Andrews. 


lst Lieut. J. McMartin, having completed the duties as- 
ort Hale, D. T., will return 


Hale, D. T., taking with him Corpl. 8. A. 








COURTS-MARTIAL. 


The following courts have been ordered: 
At St. Francis Bks, Fla., Jan. 10. Detail: Capt. J. G. 


Turnbuil, 3d Art., president; Capt. G. F. Barstow, 3d Art.; 
lst Lieut. T. D. Maurice, 2d Art.; 1st Lieuts. John F. Mount 
and J. E. Myers, and 2d Lieut. E. A. Millar, 3d Art., mem 
bers, and ist Lieut. H. H. Ludlow, 3d Art., Judge-Advocate 
(8. O. 4, Jan. 5, D. E.) . 


At Fort Wayne, Mich., Jan. 14. Detail: Major H. 8. 


Hawkins, 10th Inf., president; Capts. F. E. Lacey and 8. H. 


Liucoln, Ist Lieut. Bogardus Eldridge, 2d Lieuts. R. C. Van 
Viiet, J. W. Littell, and J. H. Shollenberger, 10th Ionf., 


_ The leave of absence granted 2d Lieut. Robert R. Stevens | members, and 1st Lieut. William Paulding, 10th Inf., Judge- 
in 8. O. 183, Dec. 13, 1883, D, Platte, is extended three | Advocate (8. O. 7, Jan. 9, D. E.) 
Bks. 


months (8. O., Jan. 7, H. Q. A.) 





Jrn Inrantry, Colonel John Gibbon. 


James Halloran, 2d Lieuts. 8. C. 
les H 


At Madison N. Y., Jan. 14. Detail: Capt. H. C. 
Egbert, 12th Inf., president; Capts. John L. Viven and 
ills, M. F. Waltz, W. O. 


Clark, and Char . Orgood, 12th Jof., members, and 2d 


Major Alfred T. Smith is relieved from duty at Fort] /: 
Wantakio. Wyo., and will report in person at Dept. Hdqrs —— _ < A. Darr, 12th Inf., Judge-Advocate (8. O. 7, 


(8. O. 1, Jan, 2, D. Platte.) 

Private J. W. Martyn, Co. O, is transferred to the General 
Service Detachment at Dept. Hdqrs (S. O. 1, Jan. 2, 
D. Platte.) 





9TH InFantRy, Colonel John S. Mason. 
Jobn Byrne, an ex-saldier who appeared before the U. 8. 


At Fort Columbus, N.Y. H., Jan. 11. Detail: Capt. W. B. 
Beck, 5th Art., president; Capt. J. A. Fessenden, 1st Lients. 


Paul Roemer, T. R. Adams, and J. E. Sawyer, 5th Art.; Asst. 
Surg. John J. Kane, Med. Dept., and 2d Lieut. H. O. Car- 


baugh, 5th Art., members, and 2d Lieut. 8. F. Masrey, 5th 


Art., Judge-Advocate (8S, O. 8, Jan. 10, D. E.) 


At Jackson Bks, La., Jan. 15. Detail: Surg. Harvey E. 
Brown, Med. Dept., president; Capt. William Sinclair, 1st 


Commissioner at Leavenworth, Kas., last week, and entered Lieuts. George A. Thurston and B. H. Randolph, $d Art.; 


a complaint against himself for collusion in defrauding the 
Government out of $100 while he was a member of the 9th 


Asst. Surg. Charles Richard, Med. Dept.; 2d Licuts. Beverly 
W. Dunn and Louis Ostheim, 3d Art., members, and Ist 


U. 8. Infantry in 1869, there being in his final account $82 
in clothing money due him, and he and the cou, any clerk —_, . . Satterlee, 3d Art., Judge-Advocate (8. O. 8, 


raised the amount to $182, has been placed in the county 
jail to wait further action in bis case. 





1218 Infantry, Colonel Orlando B. Willcox. 


uted 1st Lieut. Frederick Von Schrader, Madison Bks, 
. ¥. (8. O. 6, Jan. 8, D. E.) 


15ra Inrantry, Colonel Joseph N. G. Whistler. 


) 
Capt. H. 8. Kilbourne, Asst, Surg.; 1st Lieut. Francia B. 


Jones, R Q. M. 3d Inf.; 2d Lieuts. Francis P. Fremont and 
Frank B. McCoy, 3d Inf., are detailed for duty as additional 
members G. C.-M. appointed to meet at Fort Shaw, M. T., by 
Leave of absence for one month, to take effect Jan. 28, is} par. 1, 8. O. 162, Dept. of Dakota (S. O. 224, Dec. 


28, D. D.) 
lst Lieut. B. H. Cheever, Jr., 6th Cav., is relieved from 


duty as J.-A., and 2d Lieut. J. N. Glass, 6th Cav., is relieved 
from duty »8 a member, and appointed J.-A. of G. C.-M. 
constituted by 8. O. 110 (8S. O. 119, Dec. 27, D. Ariz.) 


Major James Biddle and Capt. 8. M. Whitside, 6th Cav., 


Captain Chambers McKibbin —Before a Ge 1 Court- ti P : 
whieh tet ob feat Beciling, Mind. of which Cul. G. / Aanoum, are detailed members G. C.-M. constituted by 8. O. 118 (8. 
O. 119, Dec. 27, D. Ariz. 


25th Int., was president, was arraigned and tried Capt. Cuambers 
McKibbin, 15tu Inf. Charge 1. “‘Making and presenting a false 
and fraudulent claim agaist the United States, in violation ot 


) 
2d Lieut. C. B. Gatewood, 6th Cav., is relieved from duty 


as member G. C.-M. constituted by 8. O. 110 (8. O. 119, 


the 60th article of War"—the specifications (3) alleging tbat, | Dec. 27, D. Ariz.) 


having already receivea his pay tor June and September, 1882, 


and September, 1833, he did present aciaim fcr pay for thuse J.-A. of UG. O.-M. at Fort Riley 
s . O.-M. ° 


2d Lieut. J. H. Gardner, 9th Cav., is relieved from duty as 
Kas., and Ist Lieut. W. L. 


months to certain paymaste™s and again receivedit. Ch 2. = P ; : a 
“Conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman, in wielation of bere) Cav., is detailed in his stead (8. O. 265, Dec. 31, 


the 6ist Article of War ’"—three specifications, alleging traudu- 
lent intent in presenting claims for pay, as set forth in the speci- 
fications to the lst charge. Capt. McKibbin pleaded not guilty 


) 
Capt. G. A. Goodale, 23d Inf., and lst Lieut. J. R. 


Richards, Jr., 4th Cav., are detailed members G. O0.-M. at 


to the Ist charge, and guilty of the specifications, except so much | Fort Bayard, N. M. (8. O. 2, Jan. 3, Dept. M.) 


as alleged iraud. He made similar pleas to the 2d charge and its 


specifica ions. The court tonnd him ‘** Not Guilty” of the Ist 
and 20 charges, as laid, but “ Guilty of conduct to the prejudice,” a oe ———_— 


Inf. (3. U. 7, Jan. 9, D. E.) 


et", and sentenced him “To be reduced ten files on the lineal 
list for promotivn of captains of infantry, and to be reprimanded 
in Generai Orders.’’ The record of the proceedings of the General 
Court martial having been torwarded to the Secretary ot War, and 
by bim submitted to the President of the United States for his 
action, the following are Lis orders thereon, viz.: 

“ EXgcuTIVE Mansion, December 29, 1883. 


“The proceedings, findings, and sentence in the case of Cay tain 


The G. C.-M. convoked at Fort Niagara, N. Y., will reas- 
reparing a fair copy of 
artin’ Meat, Co. K, 12th 


——_9—__— 
ARMY RETIRING BOARD. 
An Army Retiring Board will convene, at the call of the 


pr’ sident thereof, at St. Francis Bks, St. Augustine, Fla., for 
the examination of such officers ax may be ordered before it. 


Chambers McKibbin, 15 b Iufantry, are approved, and the sen- il: j . 

tence will be duly executed. This approval), so tar as it relates to — } aod 4 y Fag rg ee Re —= 

the findings, is accurded with reluctauce, for the reasun that they stow, 3a Art: Capt William Ww Gray, Asst, Gwe ond Lat 
e H - Wi ° A . 9 


shown in the record, andis only given because a disapproval 
would permit the accused to escape without apy puvishment 
whatever. The Lieutenant-General of the Army is charged with 
the execution of so much of the sentence as provides tor a repri- 
mand. CHESTER A. ARTHUR.” 


In executing so much of the foregoing sentence as requires 
reprimand in Geteral Oroers, the Licuteuaut-Geperal command- 


fail to adequately meet and describe the gravity of the facts Lieut. John D. OC. 
H. Q. A.) 


oskins, 3d Art., Recorder (8. O., Jan, 9, 


—o———-— 
RECRUITS. 
Seventy-five recruits will be forwarded for assignment to 


the 3d Cav.; sixty to the 6th Cav., and sixty-five to San An- 


ing the Army hopes that Capt. McK: bbin will tind in bis punish- i 
ment of loss of rank quave Setninder that he cannot ee early Sake, Tie, See eh Con. CO, 2m 4S &) 
learn to 80 keep personal accouuts as to never risk viclating 
official certificates to vouchers tor public money. Capt, McKib- 
bin will be released from arrest and restored to duty, 
By command of Lieutenant-Genera! Sheridan: 
B. 0. Daum, Adjutant-General. ! p 








——o————. 
MILITARY PRISONERS. 


In the cases of Military Convict John P. McGuire, former] 
rivate Co. O, 18th Inf.; Private Christian Ganz, Troop 0, 


7th Cav.; Private John Collins, Troop H, 7th Cav., and Pj. 
vate John Streiff, Troop A, 7th Cav., the unexecuted portion 
S ae sentences are remitted (G. C.-M. O. 201, Dee, 3 


The uuexecuted portion of the sentence in the case of 
Musician Jobn Crain, Light Bat. ©, 3d Art., is remitted (G 
C.-M. O. 1, Jan. 8, D. E.) ; 
In the case of Private Stephen A. Carlisle, Bat. E, 8d Art. 
the proceedings received from the Judge-Advocate are fatally 
defective in not having been authenticated by the president 
of the court. The proceedings are found to be also defec- 
tive and irregular in other respects. The prisoner having 
made 2 plea in bar of trial, alleging a former trial for the 
same offence, the court, in its haste to sustain the plea, 
appears to have neglected to take any evidence thereon 
although such evidence was attainable. The proceedings 
being inchoate and fatally defective, no farther action will 
be taken. Private Carlisle will be released from confinement 
and restored to duty (G. C.-M. O. 2, Jan. 8, D. E.) 
DEPARTMENT NEWS. 


Department of the East.—A St. Francis Barracks, Floride 
correspondent writes, January 5: “Our post has had ite 
somewhat monotonous existence a liitle stirred up by a 
few not wholly unexpected changes. Lieut. Col. Piper, 3d 
Art., has lately returned from a leave, spent mainly in your 
city, and resumed command of the post. But Gen. Gibson, 
the new colonel of the 3d, siguified bis intention of coming 
bere from Baltimore to take command earlier than was ex- 
pected ; so Col. Piper has to ‘git up and git,’ where to ig 
not known at this writing—perbhaps Barrancas, perhaps Lit- 
tle Rock. Gen. Gibson served over 25 years in the 3d Art., 
so he is pretty well known to most of the officers here.” 

Oglethorpe Barracks, Ga, is to be turned into a large 
hotel by the company who recently purchased the property, 
The plans of the hotel were designed by Mr. J. A. Wood, of 
New York City. Ordnance Sergt. Campbell stil! resides at 
the Barracks, but will vacate as soon as the purchase money 
has been paid over to the Government. 

Strange to say, some of the Indians in this pesceful De- 
— are at loggerheads. A despatch of Jan. 9, from 

ausau, Wis., says: ‘A war between Chippewa and Potta- 
wotomie Indians occurred in the town of Hull last week, 30 
miles west of Wausau. The Chippewas were encamped 
there. Some days later a Chippewa buck was shot by the 
Pottawotomies, and last Saturday the two bands came to- 
gether and five Indians weve slain.” Perhaps the Indians 
think it best to make the most of their opportunity while 
General Hancock is on his western trip. 

The commanding officer at Fort Brady, Mich , was directed 
Jac. 8, by S. 0.6, D. E., of that date, to transfer to the 

roper sutbority in charge of the Saint Mary's Falls Canal, 

icbigan, for the ‘‘Canal Reservation,” so much of the mili- 
tary regervation of Fort Brady as lies north of the extension 
of the north line of Water street, as appears on the map of 
the village of Sault Ste. Marie, (Whelpley’s) with all the 
water rights and privileges thereunto belonging, with the 
distinct understanding that such transfer shall in no way in- 
terfere with the use for military purposes by the United 
States military authorities of the land or water 50 trans 
ferred. 

Engineer Battalion.—A General Court-martial sat at Wil- 
let's Point this week, with Captain E. H. Ruffner as presi- 
dent, for the trial uf Sergt. Harry Warner, of the Battalion, 
concerning whom a despatch to the Zvening Tvlegram says: 
‘Sergt. Warner is to be tried upon a charge of conduct 
prejudicial to military service, or, in plain English, for bemg 
drunk while on duty New Year's Day. He is, perh«ps, ove 
of the brightest non-commussicned officers in tho Engineer 
Battalion, and it is said by his comrades that he would have 
received a commission in the Service lung ago if it was Dot 
that he is unfortunately addicted to the opium habit to an 
excessive degree, and it is said that it was while laboring 
under its effects that the intoxication complained of 0 
curred.” 





Lepartment of California.—The Alla, of Dec. 30, saya: 
“ Mounted drills were interrupted last week at the Presidio 
by the rainy weather, but Major Sanger, U. 8. A., gave the 
Light Battery a rattling drill on Thursday, and took it up 
on the bills for target practice on Friday, making aplendid 
practice with percussion shells, at 2,835 yards, with 103 de 
grees elevation, and firing several rounds at 1,400 yards, 
with percussion and time fuse, the latter giving Jess sl 
factory results.” 





Department of Arizona.—A Fort Apache correspondent 
of the Arizona Star writes : We are having excellent oa 
here at Fort Apache. Our company, B, Ist Inf., return 
Dec. 5, having been absent for several weeks with Liett. 
Bingham surveying the northern boundary line of che White 
Mountain Apache reservation. The line run over & — 
ous range of mountains, at times it is very broken, *ea 
continue over a beautiful table land that exists oa the 
divide. Since we have been at the post we of the garriene 
cannot complain, as we get our share of the work to do, J 


know. One-half of the garrison (the men, I meun,) ars - 





quartermaster’s work. Officers of experience, 45 The 
nose that have had none, wonder why men desert. 
cause is plain : Too much work and puor pay. 

, des- 


Department of the Missouri —A Fort Leavenworth, 
patch of Jan. 6, to the Kansas City J'imes says : ' . 

“The only changes here during the past week wore’ thet at 
Captain Badger and Lieutenant Pope, who have been re Thomes 
the prison by Captain Edmund Rice and Lieutevant on i 
Townsend, Captain Rice of the Fitth [ufantry is wel) kno mber 
the West. He was formerly stationed here and, if we passed 
rightly, was the firet commander of the privon alter its 0 or 
tion in 1874 with Lieutenant Pope, just relieved, a8 prover sore 
thal. He ig also the inventor of the famous ‘trowel a his 
Tue detail is no doubt agreeable to him to come back mons the 
old triends. Colonel Rice will be the executive officer 
prison. ; bt battery 
“‘ The rumor that Colonel E. B. Williston, captain lig ofticer. 18 
¥, Second artiliery, would be relieved by some other 8° oy 
without foundation. The services ot Colonel Layer here 
mure value to the Govern™ent and the Army at the sonntty ' 
a he possibly could be at any other point in the co 
these times of peace.’ b- 
“ Colonel Williston is in command of what was knows wn 
out tue war. especiaily here in the west as* Totten 8 














THE MILITARY ACADEMY. , 
THE semi annual examinations were finished, Janu potest 
but the decisions in tve cases of doubtiul proficiency: ics, 
members of the fourth class were re-examined in ~*~ js probi 
their first examinations having been unsatisiactury. "| ortsnt 
ble that a majority of them are deficient 12 ~T class iD 
branch of the course. The examivation: ef the apd of the 
ordnance, of the second in philosophy and chemistry. i seam 
third in mathematics, were written. Written examin They uo 
to be growing into iavor with the Academie Bos rtupities 1° 
doubtedly give to every cadet fair and equal ofpor a 
showing knowledge of the course in which he 1s ¢ 


all 
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Ithink that s majority of the officers of the post are not 
jeased with the late order from the War Department making the 
cord uniform after March 1. If it be desirable to increase the 
ornaments on the fatigue uniform, give back the handsome, 

blouse, and leave us free frum tawdry gilt cords on 


P 
cap 
braided 
every-day dress. 
pera 
po — to have plenty of busivess on band, 
We hope that both houses of Congress will carefully consider 


the items in the Military Academy Appropriation Bill before final 


action on it, and give us money enough for the needed improve- 
mepts, such as a Dew gym nasium, etc. 


see that another nuvel has just been published, with West 
I fervently hope that it will 


Point as the scene of the plot. 
prove to be better and more interesting than the previous ones 


of a similar nature. 


day. A half-dozen fairly gvod society novels might be built up 


anoually of the material that is thrown away here during the 


smmer. 
Sir Owen Lanyon, of the British Army, and who served with 


Sir Garnet Wolseley during the war in Egypt, visited the post for 


a few hours on Jast Friday. 
The sad news of the untimely death of Lieut. Augur, o’ the 


Navy, reached our post to-day. 
our people, and his family has many friends here, who extend 


them a heartfelt sympathy in their distress, 








(Correspondence of the Army and Navy Journal.) 
FORT YATES, DAKOTA. 


DECEMBER 28, 1883. 


On Der. 24 Santa Claus sent a letter to the children of the gar- 
rison, “ through the proper channels,” telling them to assemble 
at the theatre building with their triends on Christmas Eve, and 
he would pay them a visit and bring a wonderiul tree, laden witb 
giits for all good girls and boys. You may rest assured that there 
were no stragglers upon this occasion. At 6 o’clock P. M. all 
were there, on the tip-toe of expectation. Soon the band her- 
alded the coming of bis Majesty, and after the post chaplain, the 
Rey.G. W. Dunbar, had made a short address, explaivuing the 
origin of Christmas customs, Santa Claus appeared upon the 
scene amid the jingle of sleigh bells and the prancing of his 
steeds, He was a jolly old fellow, and after making a little 
speech he proceeded to distribute the gifts which the children 
had been devourirg with their eyes all this time. 

After the tree had been shorn of everything but its colored 
lights and brilliant ornaments, the little ones had anice dance 
and then returned to their homes to bang up their stockings. a 
ceremony without which no Christmas is complete, to the juve- 
nile mind. 

On the night of the 25th another tree was found awaiting the 
insatiabie little ones at Major McLougblin’s bospitable quarters, 
where they again feasted and rejviced to their hearts’ content in 
the happy Christmas tide. Nor were the Indian children forgot- 
ten by generous-hearted friends or by Santa Claus. A beautitul 
tree was provided for them in their comimodious school build- 
ing,and there, on the evening of the 26th, atter giving some 
declamations in the English language, which they have mastered 
in an incredibly short time, they were made happy by receiving 
many useful aud beautilul gifts. 

There are in this school 95 Indian children. Girls are taken up 
to the age of 18 years, boys up to 12. After they are in their 12th 
year they are sent to the industrial tarm school, at the lower 
Mission, which is connected with the Agency. Too much praice 
cannot be given to Major McLoughlin and his wite for their in- 
terest in the good work they are doing among the Indians at this 
Agency. No “salary’’ can ever repay them, but “‘tuture genera- 
tions shall rise up and call them blessed.” Fae. 








CHRISTMAS FESTIVITIES, 


Turovex the kindness of a correspondent at Platteburgh 
Barracks we have received a copy of the bill of fare of Co. 
I (Capt. D. J. Craigie) on Christmas Day. The breskfast 
was a gem, but the dinner was a feast “‘ fit for the gods :” 

BreakFast—7 a.M.—Ham and eggs, pork steak, breakfast 
bacon, corned beef hash, potato hash, hot butter rolls, waffles, 
with maple syrup, coffee, tea, eto. 

Dinnen—12 m.—Ztoasts—Round of beef, potatoes and brown 
gravy; sirloin of beef, eparerib of pork, apple rauce; saddle of 
mutton, mint sauce; turkey, with oyster dreasing, cranberry 
sauce; chicken, stuffed with force meat; yoose, with mince mea 
dressing and jelly. 

Boiled—Pickled ox tongue, pigs head and cabbage, St. Louis 
ham, champagne sauce; pressed corned beef. 

Entrees—Chicken fricassee, with rice and giblets; kidney stew, 
champagne sauce. 

Vegetables—Mashed potatoes, stewed turnips, stewed tomatoes, 
green peas, lima boans, koh slaa, tomato soy, pickled cucumbers, 
Pickled beets, celery. 

Pastry, Eic.—Plum pudding, cream sauce; mince pie, green 
apple pie, wine jelly, pound cake, sponge cake. 

Dessert.—Nuts, raisins, apples, cheese, sweet cider, cigars, tea, 
coffee, etc. 

Supper at 6 pv. . 

The day ended with a grand ball, attended by many of the 
young ladies of Plattsburg. who looked happy and very 
pretty. A fine supper was served at midnight, to which 
ample justice was done. Dancing was resnmed apd con- 
tinued until early morning. 


THE CASE OF CHAPLAIN MESPLIE. 


Before a G. C. M., at San Francisco, Cal., G. P. Andrews, 
[st Artillery, President,was tried Chaplain Toussaint Mesplie, 
U.8.A. Charge 1st—Making and causing to be presented 
false and fraudulent claims against the U. 8. in violation of 
the 60th Article of War, five specifications, the first alleg- 
ing that having sold his pay account for August, 1882, he 
made another one, including also September and October, 
1882, and sold it. Spec'fication 2~-That having sold a pay 
account for September, 1882, he made another for that month 
including also August and October, 1882, and sold it. Speci- 
fication 3. That having sold bis pay account for October, 
1882, he made another one, including in it August and Sep- 
tember, 1882, and sold it, and further made another one for 
October, 1882, and sold it likewise. Specifiation 4. That hav- 
ing sold a pay account for September and October, 1882, ne 
made another one for each of those months and 
sold them. Specification 5. hat having sold his pay ac- 
counts for November and December, 1882, he made an- 
other account for those months and sold them, Charge 2. 
Conduct unbecoming an officer and a gentleman, with 
Specifications reciting the tacts as to the selling of pay ac- 
— and making thereon falxe und fraudulent certificates. 
my 3. Conduct to the prejudice, ete. Specification 1, al- 
= - ge having receiveu a leave of absence expiring Jan- 
meni pry. and having been refused an extension of five 
aa wt id fail and neglect to report at this station on Jan- 
i883 = . but remained absent without leave until J uly 10, 
steed e he reported himself at San Francisco Oal., “* just 

An to the U. 8." and “ ready for duty.” Specification 

i eges that while on leave of absence he failed and ne- 
Eeculn to render monthly personal reports as required by 
lst 





ulations, He pleaded guilty to the specifications to char; 
ges 
+ 2nd, except 80 much as charged fraud, and to the 
re gee not guilty.” Not guilty to the first specification 
a barge, guilty to the second, and not guilty of the charg § 
..Ourt found him guilty of charges 1 and 2 and the. 
specifica; : ons, guilty _Of the ist specification, 3rd charge but 
on Al fe gd thereto,’ guilty of the 20d specifica, 
° “ - 
joood a8 yf the charge 3rd, Sentence To be fis 


1 and a Garrison Court are now in session at the post, 


To Capt. King beiongs the honor of having 
written the only interesting novel, based on the Army life, of to- 


He was well known to many of 


The record of the proceedings, having been forwarded to 
the Secretary of War and by him eubmitted to the President 
of the U. 8. for his action, the following are his orders there- 
on, viz. 
. ExkcurTivE Mansion, December 29, 1883. 

The proceedings, findings, and sentence in the foregoing case 
of Post Chaplain Toussant Mesplié, U.S. Army, are approved, 
and the sentence will be duly executed, 

CuEsTeR A. ARTHUR. 


By direction of the Secretary of War the sentence in the 
foregoing case of Chaplain Toussant Mespli¢, U. 8. A.. 
will take effect January 15, 1884, from which date he will 
cease to be an officer of the Army. 

By command of Lieutenan* Ganeral Sherman : 

R. OC. Drum, Adjutant General. (G. OC. M. O. 62, H. Q. 
A., Deo, 28, 1883.) 








(Correspondence of the Army and Navy Journal.) 
FORT DOUGLAS. 


As you gave some account of Christmas at Fort Douglas 
in 1882, you may be glad to learn that this year Santa Claus 
treated us quite as well, better perhaps than we deserved. 
We lead a very quiet life out here at Salt Lake, not having 
much intercourse with the Mormons, and desirable Gentiles 
not being numerous, 

General McCook now has the whole of his regiment to- 

gether and is making the most of his opportunity, The 
battalion has gone to sleep for the winterso far as out door 
work is concerned. Gallery practics is continued and a course 
of signal duty has been completed, to be followed by one 
on the Constitution of the United States, Military law and 
International law, and another on the Art of War, Military 
History and field fortifications. This last will be both theo- 
retical and practical, every kind of field intrenchmeat being 
built, as well as military bridges. 
Governor Eli Murray, bas been visiting the East with Mrs. 
Murray and Bishop Sharpe has followed. You have had an 
opportunity of learning something of both sides of the Mor- 
mon question, which continues to perplex those wLo do not 
understand it, and perhaps some of those who are confi- 
dent that they do. 








HOW TO INCREASE RE-ENLISTMENTS. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 
ADJUTANT-GENERAL Drum has recommended that the 
term of enlistment be reduced to three years, as a panacea 
for the great evil of desertion. Without the least disrespect 
to Gen, Drum’s opinions, I must differ from him materially. 
While no doubt the enlisted man in his first term looks for- 
ward impatiently to the time of release, with the soldier this 
makes no difference. He enlists without any care as to the 
time. But the reéalistment of good men is growing less 
with each year, Men with ten vears and more of service drop 
out, and their places must be filled with the ever-dissatisfied 
and often worthless recruit. Now, to stop the dixgraceful 
percentage of desertion, you must increase the proportion of 
reéulistments. To do this is not a difficult problem. What 
the enlisted men need is to make them better satisfied with 
their condition. Give the private soldier the pay he had in 
1870, and the general and regimental N. C. staff and let ser- 
geants of companies pay in proportion to the very important 
duties they perform. Give the soldier his ration unshorn of 
the least portion, duing away with company, regimental, and 
post funds—the source of coustant complaint, distrust, aad 
— to the men, who imagine all kinds of evil result from 
em. 
Give the enlisted man good pay, good food, and plenty of 
it, @ prospect of some provision for his old age other than 
the ‘* Home,” which is not a home, and, ebove all, treat him 
as & being of reason, and desertions as well as many courts 
martial will be avoided, and reéalistments will be the rule 
instead of the exception. CADJCENS. 








WASHINGTON NOTES. 
Quartermaster-General Holabird has organized an Equip- 
ment Board in his office consisting of Generals Chandler and 
Sawtelle, Colonel Batchelder and Captain Rodgers. The 
Board takes cognizance of all new designs, inventioas, im- 
provements, tests, trial tests, etc., pertaining to articles and 
supplies of the Q. M. D., including all tools, machinery, 
equipments, clothing and equipage. 

The Commander Graham mileage case’ was submitted in 
the Supreme Court of the Onited States this week, by 
Messrs. Jones and Sons. It is expected that a decision will 
be rendered next Monday. The case of Comdr. Schoon 

maker, involving a question of sea-duty pay, is set down for 
argument in the Court of Claims, Thursday next. 

If the Army Register, for 1884, is not ready for distribu- 

tion this month the Public}Printer will be responsible. Mr. 

Brown, who has it in charge, finished his work upon it 
some days ago. Advance copies are promised by the prin- 

ter within the next two weeks. 

The Navy Register, for 1884, will not be issued as early as 

was anticipated, owing to some changes in the make up 

which have recently been decided upon. But for this the 

Register would have been out a week or two earlier than 

joer The proof sheets were all sent to the Government 
Printer several days ago. The change has reference to 
credit for volunteer service, prior to.1883, such service w 8 
included in the Register, in the columns of date, under the 
head of entry into the service, and the sea duty of such ser- 
vice, under the head ‘of total sea service. Reference was 

then made in foot-notes stating how much of an officer’s 

service was volunteer, In,the Register of January, 1883, in 

some cases the volunteer service was (\deducted from these 

columns and transferred to foot-notes, aud in other cases 
the volunteer service was left the same as in the Registers 

prior to 1883. It is now proposed to deduct the volunteer 
service, in all cases, from the columns, and place it in notes at 
the bottom of the page. The change will have no other 
effect, probably, than to delay the Register. Officers, con- 
cerned, however, who have heard of the change, are & little 
anxious about it. They cannot quite understand what it 
means, but seem to be of the opinion that it will effect them 
when a question of sea pay arises, Efforts are being made 
to stop it, but thus far without avail. 








and centre wings of the new State, War and Navy Depart- 
ments’ Building, is expected to commence about the let of 
April, and the Secretary of War has notified the Secretary of 
the Navy that it will be necessary to commence the removal 
of the old Navy Department Building by the middle of Feb- 
ruary, in order to have the ground clear for operations, 
The old building is still used for some purposes, among 
them the accommodation of the Naval Examining and Re- 
tiring Boards, and the draughtsmen of the Naval Advisory 
Board. How these officials are to be provided for when the 
building has to be vacated is a matter for consideration. 
The new Navy Department Building is said to be already 
filled, and the bureaus are calling for more room. The Sec- 
retary of the Navy, no doubt, finds himseif in a dilemma, 
and feels that he has a serious problem to work out, and 
may have to ask Congress to authorize the renting of suit- 
able quarters outside. 

The following claims of Army officers for longevity pay 
under the Tyler decision were settled by the Second Con- 
troller this week : Chaplain E. B. Tuttle, First Lieutenant 
Peter 8° Bomus, First Cavalry ; Captain Andrew P. Caraher, 
Eighth Cavalry ; First Lieutenant James Fornance, Thir- 
teenth Infantry; Colonel Edward W. Hinks, retired: Cap- 
tain Henry M. Kendall, Sixth Cavalry, Captain Henry M. 
Weitung, Twenty-third Infantry; Major R. OC. Walker, re- 
tired ; Captain Henry C. Hasbrouck, Fourth Artillery; Oap- 
tain John B. Johnston, Third Cavalry ; Firat Lieutenant 
William Stanton, Sixth Cavalry; Captain William H. Rex- 
fork, Ordnance 3torekeeper ; Ciptiin Alpheus H. Bowman, 
Ninth Infantry, and Major Richard H. Jackson, Fifth Ar- 
tillery. 

In the Senate on Friday Mr. Van Wvck, from the Com- 
mittee on the Improvement of the Mississippi River, sub- 
mitted a joint resolution appropriating $1,000,000 to contin- 
ue the improvements already begun by the Mississippi River 
ImprovementCommission. After some debate it was amend- 
ed 80 as to give it the form of a bill, which was read three 
times and passed. 

Representative Morse introduced in the House on Thurs- 
doy a bill providing that any staff officer who has served fall 
term as chief of bureau and who has served upwards of 
thirty-five years shal) have the same rank and pay when re- 
tired as a staff officer’s who has been retired while holdicg 
office of chief of bureau. Senator Edmunds introduced in 
the Senate on Friday a bill (1039) for the relief of the sur- 
vivors of the Exploring steamer Jeannette, and the widows 
and children of those who perished in the retreat from the 
wreck of that vessel. Itis intended as a reimbursement of 
losses sustained by them, the samo as in the cases of the 
Polaris, Huron, and other vessels. It was prepared by 
Secretary Chandler, and in a letter to Senator Edmunds he 
strongly urges its passage. 

Lieuts. Danenhower and Berry and Chief Engineer Mel- 
ville, the well-known Arctic navigators, were witnesses be- 
fore the Greely relief board, this week, and were examined 
as to their experiences, with a view of utilizing the informa- 
tion given by them in sending out next year’s expedition. 
The board has completed the examination of witnesses, and 
will at once proceed to devise the most practicable plan for 
the relief of the ice-bound party. 

It is not intended to order another examination of candi- 
dates for the position of assistant naval constructors. The 
recent examination was held only because there was a num- 
ber of young men desirous of being admitted into that 
branch of the service. Opportunity was given to every per- 
son who applied, but no one succeeded in passing the exami- 
nation. Where the practical knowledge was satisfactory, the 
theoretical was wanting, and vice versa. 

The Washington branch of the Naval Institute was to 
have elected officers for the ensuing year on Tuesday even- 
ing. A quorum was not present, however, on account of 
the stormy weather, and no election was held. The annua 
report of the secretary and treasurer, Paymaster John R. 
Carmody, presents the following statistics : 

Reserve Fund.—Balance Sept. 30, '83, $3,686.09; 

initiation fees received from new members, $90; 

balances on hand: Tee. Sh....so.0s ccctcsssonass $3,776.09 
Benefit Fund.—Balance on hand Sept. 30, °83, 
$10,940 75; assessments received, $11,962.20... 
Paid beneficiary of Lieut. Albert T. Freeman, 
$3,254 30; Capt. Norval L. Nokes, $3,259.90; ad- 
vance assessments, account of Wm. N. Jeffers, 
returned, $32,70; account of Callender I. Lewis, 
returned, $6.80; account of Boutelle Noyes, re- 
turned, $20; balance on hand this date. 
Expense Fund.—On hand Sept. 30, "83, $521.85; 
received from interest on bonds, $110; from ex- 
pense fees and fines, $322.34...... 
By amount of expenses of association during quar- 
ter, $55 30; balance........-----eeeeeeee ceeee 
Recapitulation.—Reserve fund on Land, $3,776.09; 
benefit fund on hand, $16,329.25; expense fund 
on hand, $898.85........--eeeceeeeeeeeeeeeees 
Invested in $14,500 registered U.S. 4 per cent. 
bonds (value this date, $17,943.75) cost, 
$17,239.12; deposited with Riggs and Co., bank- 
ers, $3,743.28; in hands of secretary and trea- 
gurer, $21.88......+-+eeeeeereees cece eeeeweees 
Membership.—Namber of members Sept. 30, 83, 
679; admitted since, 18; suspended members re- 


stored, 1....---sceeeccceeeeeceeeccceeeeeees nn 
Number of members deceased, 2; withdrawn, 1; 


suspended, 2......... j<cavenes Dp aapcileceioael ante 5 
Number of members in good standing this date... 698 


Amount of benefit this MG sr rpyrpreerrerreerey $3,320.69 


16,329.25 


954.19 


898.89 


21.004.28 


21,004.23 








The work of pxcayating for the foundations pf the yest 
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THE NAVY. 
NAVAL VESSELS IN COMMISSION. 


WHEN AND WHERE LAST HEARD FROM. 
Lorth Atlantic Station—Rear- Admiral Geo. H. Cooper. 


ALLIANoR, 3d rate, 6 guns, Comdr. Allen V. Reed. 
At Port au Prince, Hayti, Dec. 22. 

Swataka, 3d rate, 8 guns, Commander Philip H 
Cooper. Arrived at Kingston, Jamaica, at last accounts 
As soon as coaled wou!d return to Huayti, and call at Jack- 
mel, Jeremie, and Merragoam. 

A letter from the Swatara, Port au Prince, December 20, 
describes a visit to the ship of President Salomon, of Hayti, 
and his staff. ‘He wore the uniform of a general, and was 
accompanied by a numerous retinue of aides-de-camp, re- 
splendent in militaay trappings of facciful designs and colors, 
decorated with numerons medals won in imaginary battles. 
and a profusion of gold lace and brasstrimmings. A notice 
able fact was that the entire group of warriors responded to 
the title of genera). Upon the departure of the Presidential 
party yards were manned, the Marine Guard pres: nted arm~ 
amid the rolling of drums and soundings of bugles, and ar 
he stepped over the side it was the universal opinion that he 
was the most cunning Senegambian we bad ever encountered 
in our wafderings over the deep blue sea. A spirited boat 
race between the fourteen-oared cutters of this vessel and 
the Spanish ram Jurge-Juan, over a course of three and one 
half miles, took plave in this harbor last month. The Cas- 
tillians were rowed to a standstill in twenty-one minutes and 
five seconds, and Yankee supremacy in rowing circles among 
foreign men-of-war here is universally acknowledged.” 

TENNESSEE, Ist rate, 22 guns (f. s. n. a. s.), Uapt. 
Joseph N. Miller. Arrived at St. Thomas, Dec. 24. 

Vanpauia, 2d rate, 8 guns, Capt. Rush R. 
Wailace. A cable despatch received Jan. 6, 1884, by the 
Secretary of the Navy, from Captain Wallace, reports the 
arrival of the Vandalia at Trinidad. All well. 


South Atlantic Stati C dore Thomas S. Phelps. 


Brooktyn, 2d rate, 14 guns, Capt. Aaron W. Weaver. 
f. 8. 8. a. 8.) A cable reports her arrival at Tamatave, 
ladagascar, Dec. 11, 1883, from Cape Town. Sailed fur 
Zavzibar Dec. 16. 

Nipsio, 3d rate, 6 guns, Henry B. 
Seely. At Buenos Ayres, Oct. 31. 


Huropean Station—Rear-Admiral Chas. H. Baldwin. 


Lanoaster, 2d rate, 10 guns (f. 8. e. s.), Capt. Edward 
E. Potter. At Marseilles at last accounts, and was to sail for 
Villefranche on Nov. 24, 1883, to remain several weeka. 
Rear Adml. Baldwin expects to reach Palermo, Sicily, witb 
tho vessels under his command, the last week in February. ; 

UINNEBAUG, 3d rate, 8 guns, Comdr. Nicolj 
Ludlow. At Leghorn, Italy, at last accounts. 

Kgarsarce, 3d rate, 7 guns, Comdr. Wm. R. 
Bridgman. At Marseilles, France, at last accounts. Was 
to proceed to Villefranche about Dec. 1. 


Pacific Station—Rear-Admiral Aaron K. Hughes. 


Apams, 3d rate, 6 guns, Commander Joseph B. 
Coghlan. At Sitka, Alaska. 

The Navy Department has received from Commander J. 
B. Coughlin, cammanding the Adams at Sitka, Alaska, un- 
der date of Dec. 16, 1883, & letter from William Gouveneur 
Morris, Collector of that port, thanking the officers and men 
of the Adams for the valuable service rendered by them at 
the sudden tire which threatened the total destruction of the 
Custom House at Sitka. Tnere was no material loss to Guv- 
ernment property by the fire, 

Commander Cogulan especially compliments Lieut. H. K. Gil- 
mav,U.8S.M. C. He organized the Indian fire brigade. Mr. 
Geo. Kortiometenoff, deserves especial commendation, but tu 
“Lieut. Gilman’s foresight, above everythin;, we are indebted 
jor saving the Custom and guard bouses. The origin of the fire 
remains a mystery. 

Wiiliam Morion, sbip’s yeoman of the Adame, wes killed on 
tbe morning of D.c. 3, 1883, at Si ka, by Patrick Keefe, a saloon 
keeper, in whore room he spent the night with another man. 
K-eie expressed sorrow for the act as they were friends, but said 
Morton was with 8. me desperadves who were serking bis (Keete’s) 
life. He says he hit Morton in firing upon them. Statements 
were conflicting. Commander Coghlan arrested Keefe and would 
seud him to Portland for trial, 

At tue request and expense of Morton’s shipmates, who sub* 
scribed liberally, his body bas been prepared as well as possible, 
and will be sent East. He bad seen thirty years service in the 
Navy, and was with Dr. Kane upon his Arctic expedition and 
discovered the open Polar sea, He was a qui+t, inoffensive man. 

‘The health of officers and crew ot the Adams about the same 
The climate begins to tell on those who bave siready spent a 
winter in Sitka, Lieut. Delabanty will probably have to be sent 
home on account of a growing deafness in one ear. The night of 
Dec. 5 the officers and crew, with the aid of the Indians, saved 
from burn ny one of the public buildings now used by a fishing 
establishment. 


Hartrorp, 2d rate, 16 guns (f. s. p. s.,) Capt. Chas. C. 
Carpenier. At Cailuo Dec. 10. To sail on the 11th for Val- 

raiso. Health of ship's company good. Rear Admiral A. 

Hughes, in a cablegram, received by the Secretary of the 
Navy on Jan. 8, 1884, says we leave Valp: raiso to-morrow 
(Jan. 9) for Hovoluiu. Cadet T. E. Coley has been trens- 
fer ed to the U. 8. sbip Onward, at Callao, for treatment of 
typhoid fever. It was thought he could be better treated 
than on the Hartford at sea. 


Iroquois, 31 rate, 7 guns, Comdr. James H. 
Sands. At Callao, Pern, at last accounts, and ordered to 
leave there Dec. 11 for Talcabuano. 


Lackawanna, 21 rate, 9 guns, Capt. Augustus P. 
Cooke. Her arrival is reported by cable at Val i 
14 from Takabuano, . oe 

Onwarp, 4th rate, 3 guns, Lieut. -Commander 
Francis W. Dickins. Store ship. Callao, Peru. 

PENSACOLA, 2d rate, 22 guns, Capt. Henry Erben. 
En rout» for the U. 8. Secretary Chandler received a tcie- 
grem, Dec. 16, 1883, from Weltervreden, Java, stating that 
she had arrived at Batavia, Java. Letters should be sent to 
U. 8. 8.8. Pensacola, (care U. Consul): Cape Town, South 


Africa, via Europe. 

Waonvsert, 3d rate, 7 guns, Comdr. Alfred T. 
Mahan. At Callao, Peru, Dec. 11, 1883, to remain for the 
protection of American interests. 

SHENaNDOaH, 2d rate, 9 guns, Captain Chas. 8. 
Norton. Sailed from Boston, Dec, 29, for Teneriffe, Montevi- 
deo snd Valparaiso, Letters may be sent to Montevideo 
until Feb. 1, and after that care of U. 8. Consul, Panama. 
Asiatic Station-—Acting Rear-Admirai John L. Davis. 

Aezt, 3d rate, 4 guns, Comdr. Chas. J. Barcla 
En route for Japan. Arrived at Honolulu, Dec. 20, 1888, 
with her evgines disabled. Two weeks would be required 





Comdr. 


for 





EnTerrrise, 3d rate, 6 guns, Comdr. Albert S. 
Barker. At Shangbai, China, Oct. 30. 

Juniata, 3d rate, 8 guns, Comdr. Purnell F. Har- 
ri: gton, At Canton Dec. 6. Was to be relieved by the 
Essex early in December, and then proceed to Swatow and 
Amoy—thence to Nagasaki, fill up with stores, and return 
to China. 

Monooagy, 3d rate, 6 guns, Commander Francis J. 
Higgirson. Reported at Shanghai, China, Nov. 26. 

Paros, 4th rate, 6 howitzers, Lieut.-Commander 
Geo. D. B. Glidden. At Tientsin, China, Nov. 26. 

RioHMoND, 2d rate, 14 guns (f. s. a. 8.) Capt. Jos. 
S. Skerrett. Arrived at Kobe, Japan, Dec. 8, en route to 
Shanghai, China. 

Essex, 3d rate, 6 guns, Comdr. Alex. H. McCormick. 
At Nagasaki, Japan, Nov. 24. 

TRENTON, 2d rate, 10 guns, Capt. Robert L. Phythian. 
Arrived at Marseilles, France, Jka. 7, 1884. 

Apprentice Training Squadron—Commodore Stephen B. 
Luce. 


JAMESTOWN, 3d rate, sails, 12 guns, Commander 
Allan D. Brown. At New York. 

MINNESOTA, Ist rate, 24 guns, Capt. Jas. H. Gillis. 
Gunnery ship. In winter quarters. Mail address, Station 
E, New York. Packages and telegrams should be addressed 
tothe Minnesota, foot of West Twenty-seventh Street. 

New HampsuHiks, list rate, 16 guns, sails, flagship of 
training squadron, Captain Edmund O. Matthews. Coaster’s 
island Harbor, Newport, R. I. 

Portsmouts, 3d rate, sails, 12 guns, Comdr. Wm. 
C. Wise. At Norfolk, Va., for repairs. 

SararoGa, 3d rate, 12 gurs, Comdr. Henry C. Taylor. 
Training ship. At New York. 

On Special Service. 

AtarM, 4th rate, Torpedo ram, 1 gun, Lieut. Robert 
M. G. Brown, commanding. At Washington, D. C. 

Drsparonr, 4th rate, Commander 5. Dana Greene. 
At Washington, D. C. 

Mionigan, 4th rate, 8 guns, Comdr. John J. Read. 
At Erie, Penn. 

Pinta, 4th rate, screw, 2 guns, Lieut. Comdr. Albert 
G. Caldwell. En route for San Francisco, Cal. Advices 
received at Washington, D. C., Jan. 4, 1884, announced her 
arrival at Maranham, Brazil. 

PownaTaNn, 2d rate, 14 guns, Captain Andrew W. 
Johnson. At Boston undergoing repairs. 

Raneer, 3d rate, 4 guns, Comdr. Chas. E. Clark. 
Surveying in the Gulf of Mexico. At Acapulco, Mexico, at 
lagt accounts. From there was to go to the Gulf of 
Tebuantepec. 

Sr. Maxy’s, sails, 8 guns, Commander Edwin M. 
Shepard. N. Y. School ship. At New York, in her winter 
quarters, at the Dock foot of 23d Street, East River. 

Taviapoosa, Despatch vessel, 4th rate, 2 guns, 
Lisut. Jobn F. Merry, commanding temporarily. At Nor- 
folk, Va, Jan. 4. 

Yantio, 3d rate, 4 guns, Commander Frank 
Wildes. At the Navy-yard, New York. Will make a cruise 
through the West Indies, and will visit Paramaribo, Dutch and 
French Guyana, the Orenoca River, and return to Port au 
Prince—thence visit Cuban ports, and return to Hampton 
Roads, via Key West and Charleston. 

fteceiwing Ships, Iron-Clads, Ete. 


Gatena, 3d rate, 8 guns, Comdr. Oliver A. 
Batcheller. At the New York yard fitting out. Is going to 
the West Indies. Wiil be absent about two or three months. 
When ready, will sail from New York for Norfolk, Va., at 
which poiut she will be inspected, and receive a supply of 
stores for the Stcatara, now in the West Indies. 

CoLorabo, Ist rate, 30 guns, Capt. Wm. A. Kirkland. 
Receiving ship, New York. 

FRANKLIN, Ist rate, 26 guns, Captain Lester A. 
Beardslee. Receiving ship. At Norfolk. 

INDEPENDENCE, 3d rate, sails, 6 guns, Commander 
Frederick Rodgers. lLeceiving ship. At Mare Island, Cal. 

SPEEDWELL, 4th rate, Lieut. David G. McRitchie. 
Washington, D. C. 

Sr. Louis, 3d rate, sails, Capt. Wm. E. Fitzhugh. 
Receiving ship, League Island. 

Wasasu, ist rate, 26 guns, Capt. Francis M. Bunce. 
Receiving ship, Boston. 


WvranporTe*, 4th rate, 2 guns, Commander 
Richard P. Leary. Receiving ship at tbe Navy-yard, 
Washington. 





The iron-clads Ajax, Catskill, Lehigh, Mahopac, Manhattan, 
are laid up at City Point, Va, in command of Lieut. J. A. 
Chesley. 





VARIOUS NAVAL ITEMS. 


An accident to the Navy Department elevator was reported 
from Washington on Tuesday. The north elevator was in 
the sub-basement when Secretary Chandler left his office. 
He touched the elevator bell m tie second story. Although 
it was after hours, the conductor knew the Secretary's ring, 
and immedixtely pulled the cable to raise the elevator. 
Steam bad been shut off, and the elevator conductor, 
Bockey, jumped out without shutting the steam valve to 
have it turned on again. At that moment the engineer 
turned on steam, and the elevator began to ascend, Bockey 
sprang to regain bis car, but was caught between the floor of 
the elevator and the top of the stationary doorway. He was 
seriously bruised, but the engineer heard his ery, and shut 
off steam in time to save his life. The whole top of the 
doorway was carried away. 

Tue Saratoga and Nina were taken out of dry-dock in 
New York on January 7, and the /amestown was placed in 
dock on the same day. 

Tue rumor that Admiral Cooper intends to give up com- 
mand of the North Atlantic squadron, about April 1, is posi- 
tively denied. No change will be made regarding the com- 
mander-in-chief of the North Atlantic squadron until July, 
when Admiral Cooper retires, and it is thought Commodore 
Upshbar will be his successor. 

Tue eighteenth regular monthly meeting of the Naval 
Medical Suciety took place in the Library of the Museum of 
Hygiene on Thurrday evening, Jan. 3. The annual address 
of the president, Medical Director A. L. Gihon, entitled 
**Tbirty Years of Sanitary Progress in the Navy,” was fol- 
lowed by the election of officers for the year 1884. The fol 
lowing were elected: President, Medical Director J. M. 
Browne ; vice-president, Surgeoo J. M. Flint ; secretary and 
treasurer. Surgeon C. H. White; bnsioess committee, Sarg. 
J. H. Kidder, P. A. Surgeon E. H. Green, and P. A. Surgeou 





P. M. Rixey. 


=== 


resignation as vice-president, and Capt. E. P. Lull wag 
| elected in his place. Lieut. C. J. Badger was elected Cor. 
| responding secretary, and Chief Engineer E. D. Robie wag 
| elected a member of the executive committee, the vice preg 
| dent and secretary also to be members, , 
At the annual meeting of the Naval Library and Inst. 
tute, Dr. Henry Lyon and Rear Admiral George 4. Preble 
; Were chosen first and second vice-presidents, respectively 
, Lyman H. Bigelow wis elected secretary and treasurer and 
Alexander H. Massie librarian and curator, A committee of 
three was appointed to revise the books and mayaziues, 


Russta is to try to use petroleum refase as fuel on her 
Black Sea fleet. The causes of failure in previous attempts 
are said to have been overcome by improvements effected 
by M. le Treust in the apparatus employed for combnstion 
At Batoum the refuse can be delivered for less than 40 cents 
a ton. 


Tue U. 8. steamer Speedwel/ left the Washington Navy. 
yard Jan. 4 for Norfolk, New York, and Portsmouth, N, f 
The cruise of the Speedwell is for the purpose of testing 9 
varieties of paint with which her bottom has been covered 
and which are intended for use on the new steel cruisers, | 


. =e Pinta has arrived at Maranham, Brazil, from New 
fork. 

In 1728, Messrs. Robinson and Hanksbee, of London, too; 
out the first patent on record for sheuthing the bottoms of 
wooden vessels with metal. It was not until Nov. 1, 1761 
that copper sheathing was placed on the bottom of the Brit- 
ish frigate Alarm. it soon showed its advantage, and Ad- 
miral Sir Sidney Smith, writing his fathor under date, “ A}. 
cide, Nov. 30, 1780,” says: ‘*Our present (Sir George Rod- 
ney’s) fleet consists of 14 sail of the line, all coppered but 
two, which have been hove down and are clean.” 


Tuer force pump in the Unitcd States tug Mayflower, at 
the Washington Navy-yaid, burst Wednesday evening and 
the vessel suvk. She now lies with only her smoke-stack 
and pilot house exposed. 

Tue San Francisco Chronicle quotes Chief Engineer Kutz, 
stationed at the Mare Island Nuvy-yard, as saying of the 
Engineer's criticisms of the boilers and engines of the new 
steel cruisers : 

Tam led to believe that the want of experience on the part of 
the English engineer who wrote the article with tue style ot boil- 
er and evgine recommended for the steel cruisers, caused him to 
cundemn them, Tuwuey are both un Enylish and are distinctively 
American. The fire-brick rests for the builecs are especially con- 
demned as not adapted to vessels. It is admitted, however, that 
ifit were practical to use such rests, it would be a great conve- 
nience. No English vessel has used them because they have not 
been able to tasten them securely. The Advisory Board has over- 
come this difficulty. The setting of the boilers in the cruisers 
will be the same as the setting of the boilers in our machine 
shops. This is a great improvement over the old style and is en- 
tirely practicable. The chiet objects of criticism, however, are 
the engines of the new cruisers. Beam engines have been re- 
commended by the Board. This is an un-Euglish style of eugine. 
None of the river boats in England adopt it, but it is used ia 
America with the greatest success. The chief advantages of such 
an engine are that it affords a long connecting-rod, its shape per- 
mits the whole machinery to cume below the water line, and it 
gives a vertical cylinder and reduces the friction, which isa 
great savin, in case the metai is soft. These qnalities make this 
style of engine superior to the engines used in English men-of- 
war. The Engineer says that a bigh rate of speed cannot be ob- 
tained with this kind ot engine, but the Louisiana, a steamship 
running between New York and New Orleans, makes seventeen 
knots an hour with the beam engine, sud the great success of 
this steamer perhaps led the members of the Advisory Board to 
adopt the beam engine. It has many advantages over the en- 
gines in English men-of-war, and I think will drive the new 
cruisers at tue rate ot speed the Advisory Board calculates them 
to possess. 

Secretary Chandler has made arrangements to have the 
bodies of Lieut.-Commander De Long and his comrades ap- 
propriately received upon their arrival at New York. Acom- 
mittee of naval officers, accompanied by relatives and friends 
of the dead men, wiil receive the bodies. A temporary 
vault will be erected at the New York Navy-yard, where the 
bodies will remain until interred in accordance with the 
wishes of friends. The bodies are expected to reach New 
York by the middle of February. 

Rear Ad. Jno. Lee Davis, arrived at Yokohama Dee, 13tb, 
1883, and intended to proceed on Dec. 15th, for Nagasaki to 
joiu his flagship, the Richmond. 

Tue Triana, returned to New York on Jan. 7, 1884, after 
an absence of eight days, searching for a wreck on the 
coast of Long Island. She encountered severe weather. 
This is the second Government vessel which has made & 
fruitless search for a wreck reported in the track of veasels 
six or eight weeks ago. 

Mr. Bret Harte, our Consul at Glasgow, bas made & re 
port relating to the trade and navigation of that port during 
the year ending Sept. 30. The enormous aggregate of 293,- 
023 tons of new sbipping has been launched by the various 
firms on the Clyde. 

Cuier Engineer Robinson, through the Commandant of 
the League Isiaud yard, report to the Navy Deparment oe 
work on the Ossipee, under the Engiueer Bureau, cavn? 
possibly be completed on January 15:h, the time opceiied 
Seoretery Chandler in bis letter of a few weeks siuce. os 
delay is due to the difficulty in getting a sufticient pum ‘ 
of coppersmiths, who knowiag that work in the yard . 
cease a3 soon as the Osszpee is completed, have sought post 
tions elsewhere. It will require fully auother month . 
finish her. When completed it is expected she will be eent 
to the Asiatic station, The full complement of officers, = 
cept an assistant eugineer, have been ordered to her. Co “4 
mander McGlensey is busying himself around the depar 
ment trying to get the missing link. is 
Tue New York Board of Police received a communication 
from Commodore John H. Upshur, U. 8. N., offering Pa 
pair the steamboat Patrol, which was run Into and yon 
by the Government tugboat Catalpa, Au order Was 6 
to take the Patrol to tne Navy-yard immediately. = 
A Lonpvon despatch, of Janu. 9, says: ‘‘ Aa officer of a 
American Navy has arrived at Dundee, Scotland, - be 
purpose of chartering a whaling steamer to engage | that 
search for the Greely Arczic explorers. It is pw geen 
Capt. Adams, a Scottish Arctic explorer, will be oe ed 4 
to the command of the expedition, as he has ye to 
belief that-the Greely party are still alive, and ¢e 
lead a searching party.” ; 

Tue Fish Commission steamer Al)atross, Lieut.-Comsdr. 
Z. L. Tanuver, commanding, arrived at tbe nave oe 2 
yard Jan.7 to take coal xad other stores, ne mpage 
making a cruise to the Caribbean Sea. She carries # = ia 
sixty-five men forward. Lieut. Seaton Schroeder ror 
tive officer and navigator, aud the watch olficers ” Bousb. 
8. H. May and A. U. Baker and Eusign Oliffor hiner 
Passed Asst. Engr. G. W. Baird has charge of the ren pot 
acd special mechanical appliances. The aes c om 
Paymaster Chas. D. Mansfield and Passed Asst. > _ iately 
berland G. Herndov. Ensign Randolph H. —_ yer- 
attached to the National Museum, is curator of ur. Nye, of 
tebrates, and Mr. J. E. Benedict, naturalist. . ’ 





Art the annual meeting of the Boston branch of the U. 8. 
Naval Institute, Commodore O. O. Badger tendered his 





the National Museum, is collector of specimens. 
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Mr. Jobn Roach who has contracted to build the new steel | 


cruisers and despatch boat for the U.S. Navy, attended a meeting | 
of the Naval Advisory Board Jan. 5 to talk about certain details | 
of the engines to be put in the vessels. The fact that Mr. Roach | 
was before the Advisory Board and also hadachat with Secretary 
Chandler gave rise to a report that there was a disagreement be- 
tween Mr. Roach and the Government regarding the terms of the 
contract,and that the shipbuilder did not propose to build any | 
engine or any part cf an epvgine not laid down in the specifica- 
tions unless a proper change was made in the contract, Secretary | 
Chandler disposes of this story by asserting that it was 
wholly untrue. It was impossible, he said, to draw up such 
plans and specifications as would locate absolutely every bolt 
and nail in the construction of a war vessel, and in the case of 
the steel cruisers there were some petty details regarding the 
engines not yet determined. In his nervous anxiety to have 
everything settled upon so that he could not fai) to finish the 
yessels within the prescribed time, Mr. Roach came down to see 
abont these details. The matters were of so little consequence, 
the Secretary said, that he himself did not know what they were, 
and they did not affect the contract in any way nor involve any 
additional expense. The petty details were now informally 
agreed upon, the Secreta-y added, and would be formally adopted 
by the Advisory Board next week, 





NAVY GAZETTE. 


ORDERED. 


Jan. 5.—Lientenant Christopher L. Burns and Passed As- 
sistant Engineer Wm. H. Harris, to examination for promo- 
tion. 

Assistant Engineer Harry Hall, to the Galena. 

Jan. 7.—Commander Wm. Bainbridge Hoff, to special duty 
in the Navy Department. 

Lieutenant John A. Rodgers,-to the Ossipee on Jan. 22, 

Lieutenant Jefferson F, Moses, to duty on the Coast Sur- 


vey. 

Burgeon Daniel McMurtrie, to duty at the Naval Rendez- 
vous, Philadelphia. 

Jan. 8.—Passed Assistant Surgeon A. C. H. Russell, to the 
Ossipee on Jan. 22. 

Jan. 9.—Lieutenant Uriel Sebree, to the Powhatan. 

Paymaster H. T. B. Harris, to the training sbip Minneso- 
ta Feb. 1. 

Boatswain John H. Brown, to the receiving ship Franklin 
Jan, 15. 

Gunner Wm. E. Webber, to the receiving ship Franklin. 

Jan. 10.—Assistant Engineer Joseph L. Wood, to duty at 
the Navy -yard, Washington. 

Assistant Engineer Wm. N. Little, to duty at the Navy- 
yard, New York. 

Jan. 11 —Lieutenant Commander Thos, M. Gardner and 
Lieutenant Christopher L. Bruns to appear before the Re- 
tiring Board. 

Lieutenant James C. Cresap and Fosign Harry ©. Gear. 
ing, to examination for promotion, 

Lieutenant F, E. Greer, to the New Hampshire. 


DETACHED. 


Jan. 5.—Lientenant Wm. E. Sewell, from the Observa- 
tory on Jannary 21 and ordered to the Ossipee Jan, 22. 

Lieutenant Wm, C. Strong has reported his return home, 
having been detached from the Wachusett on Dec. 10, and 
has been placed on sick leave. 

Lieutenant Chas. J. Badger, from the Navy-yard, Boston, 
and ordered as Executive of the Fish Commission steamer 
Fish Hawk. 

Jan. 7.—Surgeon Abel F. Price, ‘from the receiving, ship 
St. Louis Jan. 15 and ordered to the Ossipee Jan. 22. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon H. CO. Eckstein, from the Naval 
— Philadelphia, and ordered to the receiving ship St. 

ouis, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Howard Wells, from the Naval 
Rendezvous, Philadelphia, and ordered to duty at the Na- 
val Huspital, Philadelphia. 

Jan. 8.—Lieuten:nt Robert E."Impey, from the Quinne- 
baug, European Station, and ordered to return home and 
report arrival. 

Ensign E. N. Fisher, from duty on the Coast Survey on 
Jan. 19 and ordered to the Ossipee Jan. 22. 

JAN. 9.—Ensign Augustus OC. Almy, from special duty in 
~ “Y Department Jan, 21 and ordered to the Ossipee 

an. 22. 

Ensign Edward E. Wright, from the training ship New 
Hampshire on Jan. 19 and ordered to the Ossipee Jan. 22 

Paymaster Geo. E. Hendee, from the training ship Min- 
a Feb. 1, and ordered to settle accounts and then wait 

ers. 

Carpenter John J, Thomas, from_the Tallapoosa Jan. 5, 
and granted sick leave. ° 

Jay. 10 —Lieutenant A. V. Wadhams, from duty on the 
Coast Survey on Jan. 30 and orderdered to ordnance instcuc- 
tion at the Navy-yard, Washington. 

Passed Assistant Engineer James H. Perry, from special 
rel at Newport, R. I., and ordered to the Navy-yard, New 


Jax. 11.—Ensign Thos. A. Parke, from the New Hamp- 
shire and ordered to the Ossipee. ‘ P 


LEAVE OF ABSENOE GRANTED. 


b Captain Henry Wilson, for six months from Jan. 10. 
1;To Commander Frederick Pearson, for six months with 
Permission to leave the United States. 


NOMINATED. 


R Assistant Engineer J. 8. K. Reeves, to be Passed Assistant 
et to date from Sept. 10, 1883, vice Paseed Assistant 
4ogineer L, W. Robinson, promoted, and H. L. Slosson, re- 
signed, 

NOMINATION WITHDRAWN. 


we nomination to the Senate of Lieutenant Downs L. 

hems see ary to bea Lieutenant in the Navy has 
drawn, he having failed to pass a satisfactory ex- 

amination for promoti: m. ° . 





CHANGES IN THE PACIFIC STATION. 


pa ivatenant D. H. Mahan and Ensign Bernard O. Scott 
1883, Tansferred to the Pensacola on June 28 and July 5, 








CASUALTIES. 
Deaths in the Nay i 
Navy of the United States, reported to the 
Surgeon-General, for the week ending Jan, 9, {sd : 


Wm. Martin, ship’s Y : 
Bitka, Alsoka” "iP’s Yeoman, Deo. 3, 1883, U. 8. 8. Adams, 


naan Coban, Beneficiary, Dec. 31, Naval Hospital, Phi- 








MARINE CORPS. 


The leave of First Liew j 
tenant D, Pra 
extended six months f ‘Apel 11 tt Mannix has been 





| manding officers will therefore submit to the Department quar- 


U. 8. NAVY REGULATION CIRCULAR NO. 37. 
WASHINGTON, December 18, 1883. 
_ The Department is informed by the Superintendent of the 
Naval Academy that the majorfty of the letters given by com- 
manding officers to naval cadets during their service afloat, are 
of little assistance to the Academic Board in forming an esti- 
mate of the aptitude of the cadets for the naval service. Com- 


terly reports, in duplicate, according to the annexed form. Blank 
forms will be supplied by the Department for these reports, 
whicb are intended to take the place of the letters from com- 
mandiny and executive officers now required by the U. 8. Navy 
Regulations. 





N. D., WasHINGToN, January 5, 1884. 
G. O. 315. 

The rating of Electrician, the pay of which was fixed by Ex- 
ecutive order of November 5, 1883, promulgated in General Order 
No. 310, dated November 7, 1883, is hereby abolished. 

WituiaM E. CHANDLER, Secretary of the Navy. 








REVENUE MARINE ASSIGNMENTS, Etc. 


2d Lieut. John F. Wild and 3d Lieut. A. Y. Lowe, assigned 
to steamer Erving, at Baltimore. 

3d Lieut. W. E. W. Hall, placed on waiting orders. 

lst Asst. Engr. Alfred Hoyt, to steamer Woodbury, at 
Eastport. 

2d Asst. Engr. F, E. Owen, to steamer Dallas, at Port- 
land, Me. 

2d Asst. Engr. T. E. Hall, (o steamer Zwing, at Baltimore. 

2d Asst. Engr. Alex. Dennett, to steamer Gallatin, at 
Boston. 

2d Asst. Engr. C. W. Beckwith, to steamer Dexter, at New- 
port, R. I. 

Repairs to steamer Hamilton have been completed, and 
the vessel has been assigned to winter cruising duty. 

AccorpinG to the testimony of a bill introduced inte the Sen- 
ate by Mr. Dolph, of Oregon, the Government still owes $5,604.- 
35 for labor and material turnished in building the U. 8. Revenue 
Cutter 7homas Corwin, built at Albens, Oregon, 1875-6. 





STATIONS OF COAST SURVEY VESSELS. 

Colby M. Chester, Comdr. U. 8. N., Hydrographic Inspector. 

Steamer A. D. Bache—Lieutenant Henry B. Mansfield, U.S. N., 
comdg.—Address, care Agent Tampa S. S. Co., Cedar Keys, Fla. 

Steamer Arago—Lieut, Gustavus C. Hanus, U. 8. N., comd’g.— 
Address Morehead City, N. C. 

Steamer Barataria—Ensign Alfred Jeffries, U. 8. N., comd’g— 
Address, care Woodward and Wight, New Orleans, La. + 

Steamer G. S. Biake--Lieut. Comdr. Willard H. Brownson, 
U. S. N., comd’g.—Address Baltimore, Md. 

Schooner Dritt—Lieut. John C. Fremont, Jr., U.S. N., comd’g— 
Address Navy Yard, New York, 

Schooner Hagre—Eusign T. D. Griffin, U. 8. N., comd’g—Ad- 
dress Navy-vard, New York. 

Schooner EKarnest—Ensign J. N. Jordan, U. 8. N., comd’g— 
Address Port Townsend, W. T. 

Steamer Zndeavor—Lieut. John T. Sullivan, U. 8. N., comdg.— 
Address Navy Yard, New York. 

Steamer Gedney—Lieut. E. D.,F. Heald, U. 8. N., comd’g.—Ad- 
dress Navy Yard, New York. 

Steamer Hassler—Lieut. Comdr. H. E. Nichols, U. 8. N., cum- 
manding—Adaress Vallejo, Mare Island Navy Yara, Cal. 

Steamer M’ Arthur—Lieut. Edward D. Taussig, U. 8. N., comd'g. 
—Surveying Coast of California. Address P.O. Box 2272, San 
Francisco, Cal. 

Schooner Palinurus—Lieut. A. V. Wadhams, U. 8. N., comdg.— 
Address Navy Yard, New York. 

Schooner Ready—Lieut. Cam. McR, Winslow, U.S. N., comd’g— 
Address Coast Survey Office, Washington, D. C. 

Schooner Scoresby—Eusign;Rennie P. Schwerin, U. 8, N.—Ad- 
dress Nayy Yard, New York. 

Schooner Silliman—Lieut. John D. Keeler, U. 8. N., comd’g— 
Address Navy Yar‘, New York. 

Sloop Steadfast—Ensign T. G. Dewey, U.S. N., comd’g—Address 
Waneland, Dade County, Florida, 








(Correspondence of the Army and Navy Journal.) 
NAVY YARD, BOSTON. 


Lieut. Elliott, U. 8S. M. C., has been granted a month’s 
leave, which he will spend shooting at Currituck. 

A draft of 40 men sent to the Powhatan, anda draft of 70 
sent to New York, reduced the number of recraits on board 
the Wabash to a minimum, but recruits are offering 
freely. 

A summary Court-martial met on board the Powhatan on 
Tuesday, for the trial of the wardroom cook. 

Sergeant Grier, of the barracks, will be transferred to the 
Powhatan before she sails, to take the place of Sergeant 
Ebrman., 

Quite a large number of men were suspended in the 
Equipment Department list Satu:day. There are no orders 
for rope on hand, Construction is the only department 
with any considerable force employed. The last suspension 
reduces the number of men now employed in the yard to 
about 250. 

Chaplain Rawson, of the yard, exchanged with Chaplain 
Tribou, of the Powhatan, on Sunday morsing. He also 
gave a reading on buard the Powhatan on Tuesday evening, 
at which a large party of the marines from the barracks 
were present, 

Nothing has yet been done with reference to the Niagara, 
and she still lies at her old berth. The work of breaking up 
the Connecticut, which was commenced November Ist, is 
going on rapidiy, and a considerable part of her keel is 
laid bare ; but it will take the present force at least another 
month to finish breaking her up 2 

An adjourned meeting of the Naval Lyceum was held on 
Monday, Chief Engineer Robie in the chair, when the list of 
periodicals for the year was made up. It was then voted to 
use the remaiping money in the treasury in glazing the book 
cases. A. M. Massie was re elected Librarian and Curator. 








THE DRUID COLLISION G. C. M. 


G. C. M. O. 44, Navy Department, Washington, Dec. 28, 
1883, promulgates the proceedings, etc., in the case of Capt. 
Andrew W. Johnson and Lieut. Chas. A. Stone, U. 8. Navy, 
which we have already announced. The charge in each case 
was *‘ culpable negligence and inefficiency in the performance 
of duty.” The specification alleged that the accused, finding 
the Powhatan and the schooner Druid, of Lunenburg, Nova 
Scotia, on courses which, if continued without deviatiou, 
involved risk of collision, did severally neglect and fail tu 
cause the course of the said steamer to be changed, or her 
rate of speed diminished, so as to keep out of the way of 
tne raid schooner, and did also then and there severally ne 
glect and fail to take such other timely precautions, and to 
issue such timely orders, respecting the movements of said 
steamer, as were proper and necessary to avoid a collision 
with said schooner, and were therein and thereby severally 
For a negligent and inefficient in the performance of their 

uty.” 

The conrt fully acquitted Capt. Johnson, but found Lieut. 


pay, during which time he shall retain his present number 
on the list of lieutenants, and that he be reprimanded in 
General Orders by the honorable Secretary of the Navy.” 

i. Secretary of the Navy comments on the proceedings 
as follows : 


The preceedings, finding, and sentence of the General Court- 
martial in the foregoing case of Lieut. Charles A. Stone, U. 8. N., 
are approved, 

In administering the reprimand required by the sentence in 
the case of Lieut. Stone, it is to be remarked that the officer of 
the deck, for the time being, is vested, in case of emergency, with 
the entire control of the vessel’s movements. While, under or- 
dinary circumstances, he should not change her course without 
orders from the commanding officer, yet, if there is danger of 
collision, he should premptly so change it, according to his 
judgment, as to avoid the danger. The authority thus vested in 
him is absolute; the only limitation being that he shall report 
his action to the commanding officer without delay. The power 
conferred carries with it a corresponding degree of reeponsibility, 
and the officer who, while intrusted with it, fails inits proper 
exercise, either in giving the necessary order or in seeing it 
obeyed, must be held responsible for the consequence of his 
neglect. 

The offence set ferth in the specification, and of which Lieut. 
Stone was found guilty, is one deserving severe punishment. It 
is aggravated by the fact that he had ample timein which to ex- 
ercise his discretion or to seek the direction of his commanding 
officer. For more than an bour,in broad daylight and in plain 
sigut, the Druid had been nearing the Powhatan. It is no excuse 
to say that he acted under a wrong impression concerning the 
intentions of the approaching vessel. The tact that she was a 
sail vesrel threw upon him the duty of so controlling the move- 
ments of the Powhatan as to give the Druid a free exercise of 
her right of way. This might have been readily done, either by 
checking the speed of the Powhatan or slightly changing her 
course. His duty as officer of the deck was plain and imperative; 
instead of promptly performing it, he trusted to an impression 
which proved to be erroneous, and which, whether true or false, 
he had no right to entertain as a reason for delaying the perform- 
ance of hisduty. The result was that an inexcusable collisien 
occurred for which and its disastrous consequences, he was pri- 
marily responsible, and 1s punished only too leniently. 

In the case ot Captain Johnson a concurrence in the finding of 
the court would be equivalent to the expression of an opinion 
that this officer has not been negligent or inefficient, but, on the 
contrary, has been reasonably diligent in the performance of his 
duty. The Department is not willing to place itself upon record 
as so believing. 

According to Captain Johnson’s statement, he was first in- 
formed of the approach of the schooner Druid at about 3:30, and 
of her close proximity at about 5:15 p. m., the collision occurring 
witbin five minutes thereafter. In the interval succeeding the 
first report he says he observed the schooner, from the starboard 
cabin port, standing on a course apparently parallel to that of | 
the Powhatan and at a perfectly safe working distance. This, it 
seems, was all the knowledge he had of her movements, although 
from 4 to 5:15 p M., she was, in fact, standing on a sourse which, 
without change in that of either vessel, would necessarily bring, 
and did bring, the twointo collision. Relying, nevertheless, on 
the judgment of the officer of the deck, and because he says he 
made no urgent report, Captain Johnson, when informed that 
the schooner was approaching closely, with the purpose, app1- 
rently, of speaking the Powhatan, a litu y either 
to go on deck or to send any orders to the officer of the deck; 
and his defence is that he was not called upou to take such ac- 
tion, or any action whatever. 

This is not the opinion of the Department. There was ample 
time between Lieutenant Stone’s report and the collision for 
Captain Johnson to have sent instructions to the officer of the 
deck to change the course of the Powhatan, or to have ordered 
his executive officer, then in conversation with bim in the cabin, 
to go on deck, or to have gone there himself,in either of which 
events the disaster would have been averted. The neglect to do 
anything whatever cannot, uoder the circumstances, be regarded 
as an exercise of due diligence, but, on the contrary, in the 
opinion of the Department, required a finding that Captain John- 
son was guilty of inexcusable negligence. 

Notwithstanding the number, rank and experience of the offi- 
cers con) prising the court, the Department does not accept their 
lenient judgment as the correct measure of the duty of a com- 
manding officer. Greater diligence to avoid impending colli- 
sions, under circumstances no more difficult than those which 
appear in this case, must hereafter be exercised; and command- 
ing officers wil) be held to the strictest responsibility in every 
case which may unfortunately occur. 

The finding of the General Court-martial in the case of Captain 
Andrew W. Johnson, U.S. Navy, is hereby disapproved, and he is 
released from arrest and restored to duty. 

The sentence in the case of Laeutenant Charles A. Stone, U. 8. 
Navy, will taxe effect from this date. 
WiLt1AM E, CuanvDien, Secretary of the Navy. 














NEWPORT NOTES. 

Art the May session of the Rhode Island Legislature the sum 
of $7,500 was appropriated for a statue to Commodore O. H. Perry, 
provided a similar sum was obtained from other sources. The 
city of Newport voted $5,000, and the remainder was obtained by 
private subscription. The committee appointed by the Legisia- 
ture have determined to accept the model of Wm. G. Turner, the 
American artist, who has lived in Rome tor many years, for the 
statue. Both the bero and the artist are natives of Newport. 
The statue is to be placed on Washingtun square, in full view of 
the house adjoining the Opera House, where the naval hero first 
saw the light of day. The statue is to be in bronze, and will be 
ready for dedication on the next anniversary of the battle of 
Lake Erie, September 10, 1884. 

The City Council of Newport has voted to lease the Hancock 
estate on Broadway, and will transfer thither the poor from 
Coasters Island and give the Government full possesssion. 








CHAPLAINS FOR SEA DUTY. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal: 

In a recent issue of the Journat your Newport cor- 
respondent says that Chaplain Holway was ordered to 
the Z’renton because he was the only available man. 
How can this be, when Chaplain Hudson, his relief, 
has been nine years in the service and has never made a 
cruise ; when Chaplain Brown, nearly ten vears ia the 
service, has never been to sea; to say nothing of several 
other chaplains who have been a Jong time on shore? 

MAN-WHO-DON’T UNDERSTAND. 








Messrs. J. B. Lippincott and Co., of Philadelphia, have 
recently published a volume of Home Gymnastics, by the 
principal lecturer at the Royal Gymnastic Central Iustitute, 
Stockholm. Its exercises are simple and rational, well ex- 
plained by the illustrations and text, easy to perform, and 
effective in inducing a good circulation of the blood, sup- 
pling the joints, preventing oberity, and giving @ good tone 
to the entire physical system. No appliances are needed for 
the practice of these exercises, not even a dumb bell, all be- 
ing comprised in gentle motions of different parts of the 
body put through a course of systematic training, no part 
being developed at the expense or deterioration of another, 
In the usual gymnastic training, some muscles are entirely 
neglected in order that great development may be given 
to others. The movements require but a few minutes each 
day in one’s chamber, just after the morning bath and 
before drebsing. William Cullen Bryant, whose mental 
and pbysical activities were unimpaired by reason of any 
of the “infirmities” of old age, up tothe time of his dis- 
ease, always attributed his unceasing good health to the 
fact that he practiced every day in his froom exercises simi- 





Stone guilty of the charge, and sentenced him “to be sus- 
pended from rank and duty for two years, on waiting orders 


lar to those in home gymnastics, 
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Ovr readers of every ‘class will be interested in the 
article on ‘‘ The Riot Question,” which sppears under 
the heading of ‘‘ State Troops.” It contains a reply to 
General Molineux’s recent paper by some German lover 
of disorder, which we find in the New Yorker Volks- 
zeitung, and translate and present as one of the indica- 
tions of future possibilities. It bears internal evidence 
of having been written by some one familiar with 
tactics, though its author cannot be “an officer of the 
United States Army” at Alcatraz Island, as is claimed. 
There is no officer with the initials ‘‘R. S. S.” at that 
post; and indeed nove in the Army. General Moli- 
neux’s excellent article, to which this German writer re. 
plies, if it had no other value, has done excellent pre- 
liminary service in unmasking the enemy and revealing 
in more definite shape one of the possible dangers of 
the near future, against which it was his purpose to 
provide. The article we publish on “Civil and Mili- 
tary Authority,” is of interest in this connection as 
well as Lieut. Zalinski’s memoranda of legislation it is 
proposed to ask for authorizing artillery practice by or- 
ganizations of militia, in the harbor defences and fixing 
allowance of ammunition to be expended annually. 
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DESERT ION—ITS CAUSE AND CURE. 

Tuis important subject seems to be a favorite one for 
discussion just at present in the Army, to judge from 
the amount of correspondence we have received re- 
lating to it. The views presented are very diversified, 
and some of the remedies proposed not altogether prac- 
ticable. One writer thinks a larger proportion of the 
soldiers’ pay should be retained at each periodical pay- 
ment. This, he argues, would have the effect of leus- 
ening desertions, establishing habits of thrift and econ- 
omy, and of ‘ providing sufficient means for a nucleus 
for a sure start in life” at the end of the term of enlist- 
ment. But the Government may object that its pur- 
pose is to retain good men in the Army, and not to put 
them in a position to leave it and set up for themselves 
at the end of their first enlistment. Its policy is not tu 
aid men in securing the capital which may tempt them 
to embark upon the uncertain ventures of civil life, bu* 
to keep them in the Service until they have become 
veterans of 20 or 25 years’ service, and then provide 
for them in a liberal manner. 

We incline to the opinion that the effort, in a small 
Army like ours, should be in the direction of first se- 
curing good men, training them, keeping them on 
duty during the period of active life, and then making 
their old age comfortable. We cannot afford to keep 
the Army ina state of continual transition. Another 
correspondent thinks that notwithstanding the regula- 
tions on the,subject, and possibly the efforts made, the 
recruits obtained are not of the right sort, and he ex- 
presses the opinion that ‘‘the enlisted man nowadays 
has entirely too much attention paidto him.” He says: 
“the other day a ‘meeting’ was held by a company of 
infantry to express its ‘opinion’ as to why desertions 
occur, and to ‘suggest remedies.’ The opinion was ac- 
cepted by the Colonel of the regiment and partially em- 
bodied in the annual report of the department com- 
mander.” He calls this “rare soldiering,” and says- 
“ doubtless the * meeting’ considered itself proper au- 
thority to have and promulgate ‘views’ as to how its 
members should do their duty.” It cannot be denied 
that the enlisted man Aas of late had a good deal of at- 
tention giveu to his case, but the increasing statistics 
of desertion have had much to do with it, and the 
earnest desire of the supreme military authority to abate 
by all practical means, so base, and withal expensive, 
acrime. This correspondent thinks ‘‘our Army to- 
day the best paid, best clothed, best fed, and the best 
treated among al] the armies of the earth,” unless there | 
be somewhere ‘‘s nickel plate service, where the Goy. 





ernment don’t build posts, nor put a man on guard.” 
He urges the strictest discipline for all ranks, and there 
we are heartily in accord with him, believing that laws 
and regulations are made to be obeyed, to the letter, 
by the highest and the lowest, especially in the military 
service. 

A third correspondent thinks desertiun due entirely 
tothe bad character of the men enlisted, and makes 
a few recommendations, which we reproduce in full ; 
‘‘T. Before an applicant for enlistment is examined he 
should be made to produce evidence of his honesty and 
sobriety, and this evidence should emanate from such a 
source as to not leave adoubt.in the mind of the re. 
cruiting officer as to its truth. 

“II. Every recruit sentto the frontier costs the United 
States a large sum of money. As some men find on 
trial, that the service 1s not suited to them, they might 
be allowed to purchase their discharges at the end of 
the first year of their enlistment, by paying the sum of 
one hundred dollars, and forfeiting their right to trans. 
portation to the place of their enlistment. Another 
class might be discharged at the end of three years, 
without purchase, but forfeiting their right to trans- 
portation. The men who served five years to be paid 
as now, but any of this class re-enlisting the day fol- 
lowing their discharge, and at the same post, should be 
given three months’ pay as a bounty for so doing. All 
other men re-enlisting to be paid as now, but the periods 
for re-enlisting should be extended to three months, 

“III. All laws and regulations for the apprehension 
and punishment of deserters should be strictly enforced, 
and in addition, the names of all deserters should be 
published in the town, or counties, of which they were 
citizens when enlisted.” 

A fourth writer says: ‘‘I do not agree with you that 
the best results would be attained by compelling re-en- 
listment in the same company from which the man has 
been discharged, and for this reason: You will find in 
the artillery and infantry many men with several re-en- 
listment chevrons each. Where the service has not 
been continuous in the same arm in any case you will 
find, very frequently, that the lower stripes are yellow. 
I doubt if you will find in the cavalry any—possibly 
that may be drawing it a little fine—re-enlisted men 
with the lower stripes red or blue. Why is this? 
Simply that when a mas has served a couple of enlist- 
ments in the army he prefers the foot service. The 
efficiency of cavalry would be very much impaired if 
you burden it with old men. As to branding or mart- 
king for desertion, as suggested by Gen. Howard, I 
have been recruiting officer for a year and a half, and 
have enlisted about 375 men. So far as I have been 
able I have prevented the enlistment of deserters, but 
probably a few have slipped in. To branding or mark- 
ing by sentence there would be much objection. It is 
a brand of infamy, besides it can be applied only to men 
who may have been caught. As the object of this mark- 
ing is simply to prevent re-enlistment of a deserter why 
not, instead of applying the needle after a deserter 
may have been apprehen:ied, commence with him while 
in the doctors’ hands undergoing his physical examina- 
tion. Vaccinate every man, whether he has been re- 
cently vaccinated or not, and in the vaccine matter put 
some india ink. Thus you attain two ends—protecting 
him from small pox, and preventing him from ever 
again enlisting until he can show the recruiting cflicer 
that heleft the service properly. About such a mark 
there is nothing infamous ; it is submitted to willingly 
or otherwise, if not at all there is no enlistment.” 

Objections will be made to putting a mark ona recruit 
in any way, and we do not see how this objection is to 
be met by cumpelling him to take it in the guise of vac- 
cination. We never discovered that our internal con- 
vulsions were any the less because our castor oil was 
administered to us in youth disguised in some confec- 
tion. It only gave us a prejudice forever after against 
the particular luxury which had been made the instru- 
ment of the base deception. Again, the belief in vac- 
cination, though general, is not universal, and we 
should only have another prejudice to encounter, and 
is this case it is with the public prejudice that we are 
contending. 

At no previous period in the history of our Army has 
this question of desertion received such serious atten- 
tion on the part of the military authorities. Congress 
has now the facts before it, and we can only express 
the hope that out of the array of statistics and views 
which have been submitted to it, it will evolve some 
plan, or system, which if it does not prevent de- 
sertion altogether, and that even the most sanguine 
does not expect, will at least materially abate it and 
put an end to these vexed questions which by being com 
| tinually brought so prominently into notice, are injut 
ing the discipline and tone of the Service. 

i occurs to us that 1f some of our officers were t9 
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pursue their inquiries into the responsibility for desert- 
jons, they might make as unpleasant a discovery as 
David did when he inquired into the meaning of 
Nathan’s parable concerning Bath-sheba: “and Nathan 
said unto David thou art the man.” If every officer 
charged with responsibility for the management of a 
company, will do his whole duty toward it, instead of 
delegating too large a share of responsibility to others, 
some causes for complaint might be lessened or disap- 
pear altogether. It is not necessary to loosen the bonds 
of discipline, or to abate anything of the most exacting 
requirements of service, to make every man feel that 
the strictest justice and impartiality preside over the 
affairs of his company and that in his place and degree 
he receives the consideration to which the law and jus- 
tice entitle him. It is not necessarily the hardest work- 
ed companies which are the most discontented. Out- 
side of the Army we find a commonly received popular 
fallacy that this is a Government of majorities, instead 
of being as it is, or should be, a Government of law. 
Within the service a corresponding fallacy fiud practi- 
cal acceptance to some extent, and it is not always re- 
membered as fully as it should be, that authority is 
granted for the protection and benefit of those over 
whom it is exercised and not as a means of gratifying 
the personal interests or self will of those who exercise 
it. The humblest has his rights equally with the highest, 
and the proper recognition of those rights is essential to 
discipline and to that willing obedience without which 
there can be no esprit de corps. 








OFFICERS ABSENT FROM THEIR COMMANDS. 


SzoreTaryY Lincotn sent to the Senate on Tuesday 
the information culled for by the following resolution, 
introduced by Senator Plumb several weeks since : 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War inform the Senate of the 
names and rank of officers of the Armyon detached service (in- 
cluding officers on sick leave), where serving, and what service 
performing, and the length of time detached; also whether offi- 
cers thus absent are needed with their commands, and if so, what 
superior military reason called for their being detached. 


The list submitted by the Secretary shows a total of 
341 officers absent from their regiments classified as fol- 
lows: 











Sick and recommended for retirement......secssesceecscecsee 42 
Sick, under orders to appear before retiring boarde.. coe 6 
Sick and performing light duty.......s0.eeseesceeee « s 
PE WUD sivcncncsees ccsecsdeca seccenoncesences oo, 
Oe SE PN ass cand bdeadswacnenedbabegscesedieses 44 
Cn Gnty ab Artillery Hehedl.nccccccescccessesencccossesess sce F 
On duty at Fort Leavenworth School........esseseeccesccscnee 40 
Military Professors in Colleges... ....cccesccesceccesccccoeecs 29 
NED NNN a5 nonce ob sane tticdes sede tesereesei cag {21 
On Light House duty.............0- ; - 8 
With Mississippi River Commission. 2 
Acting Signal Officers........... saee6eu 14 
ey NLS 66 cccacbaueiecsounesssacceqndebessadan 
On Recruiting Service........sseccsccccecee aeecarmenhaadlial 47 
= 3. Sere 5 
nsp. Duty Div. and Dept. Hdqré.........+.-. ..c0ss..2.0000+0 
ore £4 Dep - ape 668004. chONedicaedane ve ° 
Pe UNE), ssndasshastcdideaiseesatsunenituedas. S 
Special Duty Dept. and Dist. BOO, occ sx c0nced cosdauces ll 
Charge ot Public Buildings, etc., Washington, 1; Governor Sol- 
diers’ Home, 1; in charge Indian Education, 1; of Army Edu- 
cation, 1; Engineer Commissioner, D. C., 1 sees 5 
NONI, 55. 5505cceccsdsecdess Sd Tecdd tae saaaaene deren 8 


In answer to the question whether officers absent are 
needed with their commands, he replies in all cases men- 
tioned “needed with commands, but necessarily ab- 
sent.” The following are those who are absent sick, 
and found by retiring boards to be incapacitated for 
active service: Captain Thomas B. Hunt, A. Q. M., 
Captains J. Victor De Hanne, Thomas F. Azpell, 
William K. Steinmetz, James H. Buell, Med. Dept.; 
Deane Monahan, 3d Cavalry; Henry Sweeney, 4th 
Cavalry ; Lieutenants Henry H. Bellas, 4th Cavalry ; 
Phineas P. Barnard, and John T. Barnett, 5th Cav.; 
Captains Wm. L. Foulk and Lemuel A. Abbott, 6th 
Cavalry ; Major Edward Ball and Lieut. Andrew H. 
Nave, 7th Cavalry; Lieut. Wm. Harmon, 10th Cav.; 
Captain John Hamilton and Lieut. Frederick M. Lynde, 
Ist Ivfantry ; Captains Charles Harkins, 2d Infantry, 
and Henry M. Benson, 7th Infantry; Lieutenant John 
oe 11th Infantry ; Captains Emory W. Clift, 

th Infantry; Charles E. Morse and Wm. H. Vinal, 
16th Infautry ; Fred. A. Kendall, 25th Infantry. 

The following are under orders to appear before the 
Retiring Board: Capt. Stephen @. Whipple, ist Cav. ; 
Lieut. Wm. A. Dinwiddie, 2d Cav. ; Capt. Sebastian 
Gunther, 4th Cav.; Lieut. Henry Romeyn, 5th Iof. ; 
Lieut. Geo. W. Kingsbury, 12th Inf, ; 2d Lieut. Wm. 
T. Howard, 2d Art. 

a's absent on sick leave include the following: 
my Meng Ranald S. Mackenzie; Capt. Wells Wil- 
bm Sub. Dept. ; Col. John F. Hammond; Majors 
- a W. Williams and Joseph J. Woodward ; Capt. F. 
Meg Med. Dept. ; Maj. Wm. P. Gould, Pay 
a : Chaplains T. B. Van Horne and 8. M. 
a ieut. Col. A. J. Alexander, Maj. Eugene 
mete “1 me 2d Lieut. A. L. O’Brien, 2d Cav. ; Capt. 
ae ; ourke and 2d Lieut. G. L. Converse, 3d 
a aptains John Lee and Edward M. Heyl, 4th 
wav. ; Captaing Danie] Madden, 6th Cay., and Chas, G, 


Gordon, 6th Cav.; Maj. Lewis Merrill, 7th Cav. ; 
Captain Frank T. Bennett, Lieutenants John Con- 
line and David J. Gibbon, 9th Cavalry; Captain 
Philip L. Lee, 10th Cavalry; Lieut. Thomas D. 
Muurice, 2d Art.; Captain Harry C. Cushing and 
Lieut. Michael O’Brien, 4th Art. ; Capt. Kinzie Bates, 
Lieut. John J. O’Connell and 2d Lieut. B. S. Wever, 
1st Inf. ; Capt. James H. Gageby, 3d Inf. ; Capt. Jas. 
H. Spencer, 4th Inf. ; Lieuts. John Scott and Robert 
W. Young, 4th Inf. ; 2d Lieut. S. W. Miller, 5th Inf. ; 
Lieut. H. De Lany, 9th Inf. ; Capts. Geo. K. Sander- 
son, Wm. E. Kingsbury and Lieut. A. M. Raphall, 
11th Inf. ; Lieuts. Jos. H. Hurst and A. G. Tassin, 
12th Inf. ; 2d Lieut. V. E. Stolbrand, 13th Inf.; Col. 
Lewis C. Hunt and Lieut. J. E. Queutin, 14th Iof. ; 
Capts. Chas. Steelhammer, Geo. Shorkley and Lieut. 
Thos. Smith, 15th Inf. 








PRECEPT AND PRACTICE. 


In our issue of Dec. 22 we called attention to that 
portion of Secretary Chandler’s report in which he ap- 
parently deprecated the use of our Navy-yards as polit 
ical engines, and suggested that it would be an ex- 
tremely easy matter for any Secretary to aid largely in 
restoring business principles to the conduct of our yards, 
by simply giving to the officers in charge the power to 
control those under their nominal control, with respon- 
sibility for the proper performance of work. So far 
from looking at the matter in the plain light in which 
we placed it, it would seem that Mr. Chandler has in 
two conspicuous instances widely departed from his 
own platform of employing ‘‘ foremen without caring 
for their votes.” The first of these cases was in the 
displacement of the foreman shipwright at Boston to 
make room for an individual who is popularly sup- 
posed to be particularly friendly to the aspirations of a 
Mr. Lodge to a seat in the House of Representatives at 
Washington. So far as can be learned, there were no 
charges of malfeasance in office against the removed 
man—no dereliction of duty on his part; perhaps, 
rather, a too rigid idea of duty on his part, one not 
commonly found possibly among the civilian employees 
of his standing, and yet he has been ‘‘ bounced,” appa- 
rently for no reason than that his successor’s vote is 
‘*cared for” by some one. 

The second caseoccurred at the New York yard, where 
a certain clerkship having fallen vacant, the officer at 
the head of the particuler department promised a friend 
that he would, if possibie, get him the appointment to 
thevacancy. This gentleman being of proved capacity, 
and having (as we understand the case) something of a 
claim on the ground of previous war service, it would 
be not an unnatural thing to suppose that the officer 
charged with the administration of certain affairs would 
find no opposition on the part of the Navy Department 
(especially after the recent report of the Secretary) to 
the appointment of some one whom he knew he could 
trust, and who was in no sense of the word one whose 
vote was to be ‘‘ cared for.” Secretary Chandler, how- 
ever, took a different view of the matter ard appointed 
a political worker to the vacancy, with an intimation to 
the officer in question, that if he felt sufficiently dis- 
satisfied to apply for his detachment his request would 
be granted. We have not hesitated to accept the Sec- 
retary’s assurances of his desire to free the Navy-yards 
from political control, but we are at a loss to reconcile 
his recent action with any such purpose. If nota 
violation of the letter of the statute forbidding remov- 
als on account of political opinions it certainly would 
seem to be a violation of its spirit. 








Tue bill, H. R. 1015, for the relief of Fitz John 
Porter, was reported to the House, by Mr. Slocum, on 
Tuesday, and placed upon the calendar. Mr. Slocum 
will call the bill up for consideration at the earliest pos- 
sible day. No amendment was made to the bill as 
originally introduced by Mr. Slocum, but it is expected 
that when the bill is taken up in the House amend- 
ments will be offered to allow Porter back pay. In 
their report on the bill the familiar story of the 
court-martial trial and action of subsequent reviewing 
boards is gone over, and the letter of ex- President 
Grant in Porter’s behalf given in full. Leaving out 
these oft-repeated particulars, what follows is the re- 
port in full. It will be observed that the report is signed 
by all the members of the committee except Messrs. 
Cutcheon and Steele (Republicans). Messrs. Laird and 
Woi:ford were not present at the meeting last week 
when the bill was considered, but signed it on Monday, 


after giving the matter attention : 

One of the most important points involved in the trial of 
General Porter was as to the position of certain corps and divis- 
ions of certain corps, aud divisions of the Confederate Army, at 
particular hours during the battle. The evidence of the Con- 
federate officors commanding these corps and divisions could not 





abated; when the reports of the Confederate officers as to the 
position of their commands could be obtained, and when these 
officers themselves could appear and give evidence; when the 
proceedings could be conducted without unseemly haste, a 
board, composed of the most distinguished officers of our Army, 
is convened by the President to review the case and take this 
additional evidence. The conclusions of this board are presented 
tous in the extracts from their report, above quoted. These 
conclusions are most earnestly endorsed and approved by General 
Grant, whose opinions upon a subject of this nature are certainly 
entitled to the consideration of his countrymen. The question 
presented to Congress is: Shall the decision of a court held in the 
heat and excitement of acivil war, labering under such disad- 
vantages in securing important evidence, stand as the final ver- 
dict of our Government, as against the latter and more exhaustive 
researches of a board composed of the most distinguished officers 
of our Array, possessing every means of securing evidence ? 

In considerirg this case it should not be forgotten tnat, while 
we know the recent board was in its decision, no one 
outside the members of the original court knows, or ever can 
know, how the vote of that court stood. For aught that is known 
to the committee, the vote for the conviction of Porter may have 
been carried by a single member, and that member may have 
been the one who left his seat as a judge in the case and became 
the most impurtant witness against the accused. Under the cir- 
cumstances your committee believe that the report of the board 
appointed by the President should have the greater weight; and 
we, therefore, respectfully recommend the passage of the bill 
herewith submitted. 











Ir may comfort some of our officers, who think that 
they are o’er long waiting for promotion, to know that 
the late Professor Faraday adopted the theory that the 
natural age of man is 100 years. The duration of life 
he believed to be measured by the time of growth. In 
the camel the union is completed at eight, in the horse 
at five, in the lion at four, in the dog at two, in the 
rabbit at one. The natural termination is five removes 
from these several points. Man being twenty years in 
growing lives five times twenty years—that is 100; the 
camel is eight years in growing, and lives forty years; 
and so with other animals. ‘The man who does not die 
of sickness lives everywhere from 80 to 100 years. The 
professor divides life into equal halves—growth and 
decline—and these intu infancy, youth, virility, and 
age. Infancy extends to the twentieth year, youth to 
the fiftieth, because it is in this period the tissues be- 
come firm, virility from fifty to seventy-five, during 
which the organism remains complete, and at seventy- 
five old age commences to last a longer or shorter time 
as the diminution of reserved forces is hastened or re- 
tarded. Doubtless this is the theory adopted by Con- 
gress, who wonder why our Army and Navy youths, 
still in the forties, should be sighing for honors and 
responsibilities which they ought not to expect before 
they reach the age of “ virility.” 








Corypon Miitarp, chapjain, during the war, of a 
volunteer artillery regiment, is urgiog forward a mon- 
ster petition to Congress that a pension of at least $8 
per month be granted to all honorably discharged sol- 
diers of the Union Army who served during the war. 
He closes by saying, rapturously: ‘‘‘ Let justice be 
done, though the heavens fall,’ and let it no longer be 
said that the English Government is more liberal to its 
soldiers than this, the greatest and richest republic in 
the world. While all the suldiers of the mother coun- 
try are amply provided for during life, let it no longer 
stain the escutcheon of civilization that the brave de- 
fenders of our country, who saved its life, are left as 
paupers to go down with sorrow to their graves, be- 
cause ‘republics are ungrateful.’ No, let us be true to 
ourselves, true to our country, and true to our God. 
And for this we will ever pray. Then long shall the 
Star Spangled Banner continue to wave o’er the land of 
the free, and the home of the Drave.” 








Tue meeting at the General Service Institution, at 
Governor’s Island, on Thursday, of this week, was 
well attended, and Professor Coppée’s paper on “Co- 
incidences of the Conquest of Mexico, by Cortez and 
Scott,” proved extremely interesting, especially to the 
Mexicaa veterans who were present. Professor Coppée 
showed in eloquent language Low the band of adventu- 
rers under Cortez, and our Army under Winfield Scott 
had landed at the same place, and recalled the maoy 
points of similarity of the two marches across the Cor- 
dilleras and the taking of the Capital. He drew a 
vivid picture of the landing of the Americans, and told 
how, advancing over the same causeways that had fur- 
nished a means of advance to the glittering cavaliers of 
Cortez, Generals Quitman and Worth stormed the gates 
of the City of Me : 

Among those present were noticed Generals Cuyler, 
Fry, Crittenden, Tower, Sweeny, Clarke, Swift, Whip- 
ple, Rodenbough, Perry, and Jackson. 








Tue humane rules and regulations for the government 
of the military prison at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, 
lately revised and promulgated in General Orders, Dec. 
21, evince a praiseworthy desire on the part of the 





governing authorities to make the institution as much 
a reformatory as a place of punishment. Its governor 
is an officer of experience aad humanity, and its chap- 
lain, as we have reason to know, devotes himself heart 
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"clothed and in their right mind” those who have 
come there to expiate their offences. The following 
extract from the ‘‘ General Rules” established illustrate 
the point: ‘ All officers and non-commissioned officers 
on duty in the prison are enjoined to keep constantly in 
view the fact that the reformation of its inmates, and 
their restoration to the service as good soldiers, or to 
civil life as goud citizens, was one of the chief objects 
of the Government in establishiug the institution, and 
it is expected that they will exert themselves earnestly 
to accomplish such a result.” 








Tue New York Sun, not given to lavish praise of 
the Army, says: ‘The vindication of Gen. Crook’s 
wise and humane policy in Arizona has been more 
prompt than he could have expected. Only a few 
months ago he had fallen from the position of one of 
the most popular men in the Territory to that of one of 
the most abused. Now there is a general revulsion of 
feeling in his favor. ‘The Indians are all contented 
and security is felt,’ say recent Tucson advices. 
‘ There is renewed confidence in Gen. Crook.’ Had he 
yielded to the popular frenzy for imprisouving, shooting, 
or hanging the captured Apaches, the Southwest fron- 
tier would have had another Indian war in prospect for 
the spring, whereas now nearly or quite all the lately 
hostile Indians have returned to the San Carlos reserva- 
tion.” 





Our correspondents, who so kindly furnish us with 
copies of the bills of fare of the luscious feasts upon 
which the Army is fattening at this holiday season, 
should not forget that editors are men of like parts and 
passions with themselves. The temptations to join the 
Army are so rapidly accumulating that our editorial 
establishment is becoming demoralized, and we are in 
doubt as to how mucb longer we shall be able to re- 
tain our assistants if we continue to receive these re- 
ports of Army entertainments. The question as tu the 
cause of desertion derives new perplexity from the 
perusal of these bills of fare. 

Tue San Francisco Report, and its contemporary the 
od, are at odds on the subject of the oath of enlist- 
ment. The Call says, ‘‘ desertion of a soldier from an 
idle camp in the midst of a peaceful community, is, at 
worst, only a broken engagement.” The Jeport re- 
grets to find its neighbor so thoroughly abandoned as 
to come out and openly express its opinion that a vio 
lated oath is merely a broken engagement, and that 
perjury is a crime which should carry with it no shame 
or punishment. The soldier takes an oath, and when 
he deserts, he violates his oath. 











Promotion among the Field Officers of Artillery was 
unusually rapid in 1883, owing to the fact that tbree 
Colonels, Hunt, Getty and Dent, retired during the 
year. lt took General H. G. Gibson but little over a 
year to pass through the grade of Lieutenant Colonel to 
that of Colonel, and Coionel Best a little over two 
years. But there will be a stand still for some time, as 
the next artillery retirement for age, that of Colonel 
George P. Andrews, ist Artillery, does not occur until 
March 22, 1885. 








Senator InGatts’ bill .(S. 825) to increase the pay of 
enlisted meu, with a further increase for length of ser- 
vice, is a move in the right direction. The provisions 
of the bill, while affecting the pay of all enlisted 
grades, principally affect that of the non-commissioned 
officers, staff and line. A sergeant in the line will 
attain, after ten years’ service, a maximum of $40, a 
sergeant major and quartermaster’s scrgeant $60, and 
so forth, with u slight increase in the Engineer, Ord« 
nance, and Signal Corps. Hospital stewards, ordnance 
and commissary sergeants, veterinary surgeons, etc., 
are thoughtfully provided for, in accordance with their 
responsible positions. Taking it all in all, the bill is a 
fair and equitable one. It would be well for those in- 
terested to devote their efforts to securing attention to 
it, and not to fritter away valuable time by dividing 
energies upon other bills having for them a similar 
object. 





Tae Fargo Argus, in winding up a glowing panegyric 
of Dakota, says: ‘* The heathen may rage and partisan 
politicians imagine vain things. Pigmy statesmen may 


plot, and plunder, and plan tricks at Washington. But 
the day is not far distant when Dakota, at her present 
rate of growth, will be too strong for any Government 
on earth to treat longer as a satrapy or pashawlic. She 
will be big enough and powerful enough either to get 
into the Union, or sit down on the top of it.” This 
awaken ' the most gloomy forebodings as to the fate of 
the Union. Is another civil war in prospect ? 


Tue Leavenworth Zimes gravely says: *‘It is ru- 
mored in Army circles that, since the retirement of 
General Mackenzie, General Crook will be sent to 
Omaha to take charge of the Department of the Mis- 
sourl, where he was formerly so popular, and General 
O. O. Howard, now commanding there, will be trans- 
ferred to Arizona and permitted to carry out certain 
views as to the settlement of the Indian question on the 
border.” What Army circle is responsible for this ru- 
mor? 


Tue Naval Board, of which Commodore Earl Eng- 
lish is President, held their first business meeting at the 
Navy Department on Wednesday. They will thorough- 
ly examine the subject of the present naval ration sys- 
tem, and will give particular attention to the matter of 
commutation of rations. The object of the investiga 
tion is to bring about any advisable changes in the sys- 
tem and to eradicate any existing evils. 











Ir is now expected that the President will nominate 
Medical Director F. M. Gunnell to be Surgeon- 
General of the Navy, succeeding Surgeon-General 
Wales. In making the selection the sea service 
performed by different medical officers is given 
great weight. Medical Director Guunell’s service 
was sixteen years and seven months; nearly double 
that of the present incumbent. It is said that Secretary 
Chandler had no difficulty in securing the nomination 
of Mr. Gunnell, as he was compelled to give way in the 
matter of the selection of a chief of the bureau of 
Steam Engineering. 








THERE will be nine retirements in the Army on ac- 
count of age in 1884—Sherman, Wright, Raynolds, 
Strang, Bridgman, Taylor, Barnard, Clarke, H. F., and 
Hammond. 





The following retirements will occur in the Navy 





during 1884. Rear Admiral Pattison, Feb. 8th, 1884: 
Rear Admiral Shufeldt, Feb. 21st 1884; Rear Admiral 
Hughes, March 3:st, 1884; Rear Admiral Cooper, July 
27tb, 1884; Rear Admiral Baldwin, Sept. 8rd, 1884: 
Commocore Watts, Sept. 30th, 1884 ; Commodore 
Phelps, Nov. 2nd, 1884; Captain G. A. Stevens, Nov? 
11, 1884; Medical Director Horwitz, March 3rd, 1884 ; 
Medical Director Martin, Aug. 4th, 1884; Pay Director 
Jas. H. Watmough, July 30th, 1884; Chief Engineer 
Isherwood, Oct.°6th, 1884, Sailmaker Seaman, April 
22d, 1884; Sailmaker Lynch, May, 12th 1884: Sailmaker 
Frankland, Oct. 1st, 1884; Sailmaker Stocker, Dec. 
24th, 1884. 








PRESIDENT ARTHUR, On Tuesday, sent to the Senate 
the nomination of Chief Engineer Chas. H. Loring, U. 
8. N., to be Chief of the Bureau of Steam Engineering, 
Chief Engineer Loring entered the Navy, from Mas- 
sachusetts, as Third Assistant Eogineer, in February, 
1851. On the 2lst of March, 1861, he attained the 
grade of Chief Engineer, and from then until 1863, was 
onthe Minnesota, the flagship of the North Atlantic 
Blockading Squadron, and was at the capture of Forts 
Hatteras and Clarke: was in action, on the Merrimac, 
March 8th and 9th, 1862. During the latter part of the 
war he was on special duty in Cincinnati, and since 
then has been actively engaged on shore and afloat. He 
is an officer who stands deservedly high iu his corps for 
his personal qualities, as well as his professional quali- 
fications, and .he will make an excellent chief. 








Last week we published G. O. 105, from the Head- 
quarters of the Army, directing post commanders tw ex- 
ercise such control, within the sphere of their authority, 
over all men of the Signal Service serving at posts or with 
troops, as may insure their attention to duty, observance 
of military rules and customs, attention to military ap- 
pearance, etc. The necessity for this order is well 
understood, especially in the west, northwest, and 
southwest, where many of @he Signal Service sol- 
diers are on duty at or in the vicinity of military posts, 
and we learn from General Hazen that it was issued 
from the War Department at the request of the Signal 
Bureau. 








Ir is thought that Lieut. Harber, with the bodies of 
Lieut. De Long and others, will reach New York about 
Feb. 15. Exactly what disposition will be made of the 
unfortunate dead has not yet been determined, as their 
relatives and friends will be consulted. The Navy De- 
partment thinks that it would be appropriate to bury 
them at the Naval Academy, Annapolis, where so many 
of the heroic dead of the Navy now rest. Appropriate 
ceremonies and funeral honors will be observed and 
paid on their arrival at New York. The caskets for 
the bodies were, it will be remembered, sent to Oren- 
burg, the eastern terminus of the railway, which point 





Lieut. Harber hoped to reach by Jan. 15, 1883. 


Tue New York dailies, and notably the Sun, are 
occupied with a very earuest discussion as to whether 
there is any necessity for protecting the Adirondack 
forests in order to preserve the mountain streams that 
feed the river Hudson, upon which the prosperity of 
the State so largely depends. As there appears to be 
two opinions on the subject, it may be well to recall 
the fact that the barrenness of the Zicrras Frio of 
Mexico, is ascribed to the indiscriminate war made by 
the early Spaniards upon the forests of larch. 
press, and other trees which covered the land in the 
days of the Aztecs. ‘‘ Whether in the future the grand 
plateau is to be brought under cultivation,” says Mr. 
Howard Conkling, in his published 
work on ‘Mexico and the Mexicans,” « wij) 
depend chiefly upon the restoration of at least 
a portion of the forests with which it was one 
clothed. The annual rain-fall in the City of Mexi. 
co is estimated by Humboldt to be fifty-nine inches, 
while in San Francisco it is only twenty, and in the 
City of New York is but forty-five inches. Yet, de. 
nuded as the immense plein has been of its timber, the 
copious rains, which chiefly fall during four months of 
the year, are carried off by the mountain torrents, leay. 
ing the country parched, except where it is made fruit. 
ful by irrigation.” 


ash, cy- 
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A CORRESPONDENT in the Cavalry service writes us an 
interesting letter on the subject of the “clothing allow- 
ance,” with some cursory remarks on the subject of de- 
sertion. He thinks the amount allowed for the five 
years ample, but that for the first six months of enlist. 
ment not enough by about one-half, and _ illustrates his 
position by practical examples. le says: ‘‘Two for- 
age-caps should be allowed. The campaign hat is the 
only suitable head covering for all kinds of detached 
service—in summer—and nearly all mounted men have 
one of these in their possession, even when they have to 
assume the cork helmet for atime. There is very little 
demand for, or use to which the rubber blanket, or 
poncho, can be put in their present form; both are too 
small for the purpose intended. The poncho would be 
acceptable to nearly all mounted men, if made of light, 
very pliable material—circular in shape, and about 
eight feet in diameter.” 


Order, abolishes the rating of electrician in the Navy. 
This rating was established but a short time ago, asa 
part of the complement of ships of-war, on which their 
services were supposed to be needed. The Zrenton 
was one of these vessels, the system of lighting by elec- 
tricity laving been introduced. The subject of elec- 
tricity 18 one of great importance, and it is presumed 
that the determination of the Department is to put offi- 
cers of the Navy, especially the junior grades, in 
charge of the electrical apparatus, and thus save the ex- 
pense of an electrician at a salary of $600 per annum. 








As THE transfer of the remains of Lieutenant-Com- 
mander William K. Wheeler to this country led to the 
publication of an account of the funeral services which 
accompanied the reinterment, his name was inadvert- 
ently included in making up the. list of Navy dead 
which we published last week. His death occurred on 
the 14th of March, 1876, on board the A/aska at sea. 








Unver our militia heading will be found an explana- 
tion of the bill introduced into the House by Mr. Con- 
nolly, which provides for the instruction of the National 
Guard by officers detailed from the Regular Army; 
upon application by the Governors of the several 
States. It is a bill of equal importance to the Army 
and to the militia. 








Turspay, January 8, was the anniversary of the 
battle of New Orleans, a fact which does not appear to 
have been generally recognized throughout the country. 








Tue report ofthe acting Secretary of the United States 
Senate for the fiscal year ended June 30th last c mntalns 
among others the following statistics : For making paste 450 
pounds of flour were consumed. The packing boxe 8 for the 
transmission of seeds, etc., to Senators’ constituents cost 
$770. The expenses of special and select committees, cover 
ing the several investigations and junketing parties, amount 
ed to $15,991,61. ‘This included the puy of cler ks and steno- 
graphers for these committees. The hire of carriages cost 
$291.50. There was bought during the year from the Inde- 
pendent Ice Company 506,140 pounds of ice, which - 
$2,530.70. InJaly, 1882, the consumption of ice was 137,800 
pounds, while in August it was but 63,700. For washing 
towels $438.22 was expended. Among the purchases ws 4 
bottle of arnica, 3 dozen shoe brush sets, at $30 per dozen ; 
1 dozen Italian cosmetics, }¢dozen Lubin’s powder, 2 dozen 
bottles of ginger. To one firm alone $360.¢7 was . paid for 
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OUR EMPIRE UPON THE OCEAN. 


Tae Union League Club of New York, of which the 
Hon. Wm. M. Evarts is President, with its sixteen 
hundred members, selected from the substantial citi- 
zens of New York, is a most influential body. Its re- 
cent unsrimous action in favor of providing for the 
public defence ought, therefore, to have its effect upon 
Congress, and the fact that it has been moved to such 
action is proof that Congress in neglecting this matcer 
is not only disregarding the best interests of the coun- 
try, but turning a deaf ear to the voice of influential 
public opinion. At a méeting vf the Club, held at the 
Club House in Fifth Avenue, on December 13, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were offered by the Chairman of tke 
Committee on Political Reform, Geo. B. Butler, and 
seconded by Dexter A. Hawkins and E. B. Hinsdale: 


Resolved, That the purchase of foreign built vessels, and their 
registry in the United States are in conflict with the true inter- 
ests of the country. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of Congress to provide for ade- 
quately defending otr harbors, both ocean an! lake, and for the 
construction of vessels of war, guns, and armor of the highest 
type, and on a scale sufficient to insure the common defence and 
overcome an? attacks by foreign nations, 

Resolved, That Congress should make all appropriate provis- 
jon within ite power to restore on: navigation to the footing 
necessary for the safety and prosperity of the whole country; 
and to this end it should follow the example of fereign govern- 
ments, which have been successful in building up their trade 
and commerce, and aid in establishing lines vt iron or steel mail 
steamers to all points where a market may be found for our sur- 
plus manufactures; and that the lines of steamers so aided 
should be of a character readily convertible into fast men-ot- 
war. 
Resolved, That the Nava! School at Annapolis should embrace 
instruction, theoretical and practical, in the construction of such 
steamers as are required in the great ocean lines of commuuica- 
tion, and of suca vessels and instruments of war as are required 
by our Navy, so that all the shipyards, public and private, may 
l- supplied with trained minds capable of designing and con- 
» cacting every part of the highest type of iron and steel steam 
ships, naval and commercial. 


Chief Justice Noah Davis moved the following ad- 
dition to the second resolution, which motion was sec- 
onded and carried : 


“And that to accomplish this end, Congress should apply the 
surplus revenues of the country, instead of adopting any chim- 
erical scheme ot distribution, and thereby accompiish the pro- 
tection of our gsa coast cities against the exigencies of foreign 
hostility, and at the same time settle our financial affsirs on a 
basis that will maintain our national banking system and pro. 
tect ,ur American iadustries;”’ 


Thereport wasaccepted, and theresolutionsas amended 
were adopted unanimously. On motion of Hon. D. B. 
Eaton, the report and resolutions were ordered tc be print- 
ed, and copies sent to the President and Cabinet, to the 
members of both Houses of Congress, and to the 1600 
members of the Club. . Accompanying these resolutions 
as printed, is an able paper which discusses the question 
as to how our Mercantile Marine is to be restored to its 
pristine vigor. The history is given at length, of its 
fortunes since the days when Burke said in Parliament 
of the infant Republic: ‘‘ No sea but what is vexed 
by their fisheries. No climate but what is witness of 
their toils. Neither the perseverance of Holland, nor 
the activity of France, nor the dexterous and firm sa- 
gacity of English enterprise, ever carried this most per- 
ilous mode of hard industry to the extent to which it 
has been pushed by this recent people—a people who 
are still, as it were, but in the the gristle, and not yet 
hardened into the bone of manhood.” 

Our ship’s officers, we are told in this paper, ‘‘ were 
not merely mariners from practice. They understood 
the structure of vessels, the art of navigation#and the 
mode of managing on sea and shore the important trusts 
committed to them. Our navy shares in the great bene- 
fits which accrued to us from our experience in naviga- 
tion. England was obliged, in the hour of exigency, to 
resort o impressment to man her ships of war but the 
overflow from our extensive merchant marine filled ou 
infant navy with willing officers and men. Our naval 
achievements in the war of 1812, which excited surprise 
and spread consternation throughout England, were 
largely due to the training, skill, and @aring obtained 
‘0 Our mercantile marine. Hull, whoover the Guerri- 
éré won our first naval victory ; Bainbridge, who took 
the Java; and Decatur, who captured the Macedon- 
tan—distinguished ornaments of the navy of 1812—all 
Sprang from our mercantile marine. The efficiency of 
& navy will always largely depend on extensive commerce: 
Controlled by enterprising merchants; abundance of 
shipping, and dexterous and numerous mariners. It is 
an admitted truth that we can have neither a great ocean 
traffic without a navy adequate for its protection, nor 
an efficient navy without such ocean traffic. They are 
mutually dependent.” 
=e iy id gg as the mistaken policy of free 
Pus pa a introduced by the administration of 

° ’ 0 the change from wood to iron which 
Soon followed, is ascribed the decline of our Mercan- 
tile Marine. ‘“ We have been driven from the seas, 
excepting our coasting trade, which we retain by rea- 
on hen be ~ anpnere the policy of ‘ protec- 
Sie Pane on, rade,’ and excepting our trade 

ports. 

The o Arey by Joha Ericsson in introducing the 
method Propulsion into this country is referred 





to at some length, as well as the influence his monitor 
had upon naval construction. Of the contest in Hamp- 
ton Roads, it is said: ‘‘ We were saved in this great 
erisis, not by any wise policy of our Government in 
naval affairs, but by the skill and patriotism of a few 
private citizens. Our escape from frightful defeat and | 
destruction was truly wonderful. Shall we,” it is 
asked, “ never provide in time for such contingencies ? 
Our cities along the coast, without exception, are so 
built—wooden houses inside of brick or stone struc- 
tures—that hundreds of acres of buildings could be 
destroyed by the shells of a single ship. ‘The question 
of their safety, therefore, is one which should be cares 
fully considered by the American people. ” 


foreign commerce. With prompt and wise action on 
the part of the Government, this can be accomplished.” 
Such are the opinions which have received the unani- 
mous approval of the New York merchants, bankers, 
capitalists, lawyers, jurists, and others, represented by 
that powerful organization, the Union League Club, New 
York. We commend them to the thoughtful consider- 
ation of Congress. The day cannot be distant when 
the questions, here so gravely considered, will force 
themselves upon public attention: let us hope that our 
awakening to the appreciation of their importance will 
not be a rude one, and that we may not purchase our 
experience of the necessity for action at the price of na-« 
tional humiliation and disgrace. 











During the Civil War, ‘‘ owing to the neglect of pre- 
vious administrations to provide a sufficient Navy, and 
to the necessity for using the few ships we had in the 
blockade of Southern ports, protection was at the time 
impossible. We had to wait for the construction of 
cruisers of the class of the Kearsarge. Our merchant 
vessels were therefore sold to the Government and to 
strangers, and our private shipyards closed and devoted 
to other pursuits. Captain Colcomb, a distinguished 
naval officer of Great Britain, in a discussion before 
the Royal United Service Institution, thus stated the 
cause of our enormous national loss, ‘The American 
commerce, as we all know, entirely disappeared from 
the seas, simply because she was not prepared for a 
naval war.’ ”’ 

The remedy for our present c?ndition is discussed at 
length, and the conclusion is reached that to preserve 
the policy of free trade in ships will be a fatal mistake, 
and that ‘‘ we must modify our navigation laws in favor of 
our own flag, whether subsidies are granted or refused.” 

‘* We must build up by degrees, availing ourselves as 
far as possible of the locked-up experience of Great 
Britain. We can, however, begin by improving and 
establishing shipyards, and providing them with all 
the new appliances found necessary in British yards 
to construct first-class steamers of iron and steel and 
the best patterns of screws and machinery. Our naval 
school at Annapolis should be revised, enlarged, and 
improved until it shall give athorough training in all the 
arts and sciences required in iron and steel shipbuilding 
toa sufficient number of young men to provide not 
only Government works, but private establishments 
with skilled minds, competent to solve all the problems 
theoretically and practically involved in designing and 
constructing every part of the highest type of iron 
and steel steamshios, naval and commercial. These 
young men, on graduation, should be placed in public 
and private yards and works, and in public and private 
steamers, to perfect themselves in the successful appli-— 
cation of what is taught them at the great Government 
school. This would make that school a most efficient 
and serviceable factor in restoring to our flag, and in 
retaining « fair share of ocean trade and commerce. 


‘Our Government is sending to England, to the 
great works the British Government has fostered, for 
steel plates for a war-vessel. Our steel industry on a 
large scale is only ten years old, and we cannot yet 
produce plates of a sufficiently high test. ‘Till we do 
do it an efficient iron-clad Navy is impossible, for 
our rivals may at any time cut off our supply of steel 
plates. 

‘* We should also provide for making guns and armor 
of the heaviest kind and of the best pattern and of the 
strongest metal. If we had the vessels we could not 
now, ourselves, arm them; for we have to send to Eng- 
land or Germany for steel castings for guns of over six 
inch bore, and eighteen-inch may be required. Our 
best seacoast guns are harmless against such iron-clad 
ships as European nations could send into our Atlantic 
ports in two weeks. The commonest prudence and 
sifety should lead our Government to establish and per- 
fect. works, and train up skilled artizans, at some well- 
located yard, till it can produce at least as heavy and 
effective ordnance as any other nation. In the mean 


fortifications for these guns as soon as we can make 
them. What we most want, next to the defence of 
our harbors, dre lines of steamers, like those which cross 
the Atlantic, capable of conversion into aids to our 
Navy in case of necessity, as transports and fast light- 
armed men-of-war to meet those of the Alabama class, 
made from foreign merchant steamers.” 


‘* Tf we would have a respectable mercantile marine, 
and a navy equal to that of either France, Germany, 
Rassia, or the Netherlauds, to say nothing of that of 
Great Britain, who dominates all seas, we should re- 
trace our unfortunate path, and by being as wise as our 
rivals, establish both ona solid basis. The time has 


now come in our national growth and development for 





us to recover permanently our share of ocean trade and 


RECENT DEATHS. 


Tue sad death of Lieutenant John P.'J. Augur, U. 8. N., 
at New York city, on the morning of January 9, will cause 
deep sorrow to a host of relations and friends in the Army 
aod Navy, and civil life, 2s well as to his familly. 
He was a eon of General C. C. Augur, of the United 
States Army, thirty-one years of age, was born in 
New York State, and entered the Naval Academy September 
25, 1866. His service includes over ten years at sea, and he 
attained the grade of Lieutenant, January 4, 1881. He 
was with the Yantic last year during her cruise in the Arctic 
regions, and the privations and fatigue incident to the cruise 
are said to have caused serious nervous prostration, and 
symptoms of insanity were developed. The following par- 
ticulars of his death are given by C, H. Nichols, medical su- 
perintendent of the Bloomingdale {Asylum, in a statement 
regarding the affair : 

Lieutenant Augur was recently admitted to Bloomingdale, suf- 
fering from pervous prostration with paroxysms ot excitement, 
arising largely, if not wholly, from loss of sleep and severe pro- 
fessional duty while ou a voyage in the Arctic seas last season. 
He had been passing through a period of excitement and bad not 
slept at all for turty-eigut hours, when at three o'clock this 
morning he succeeded in making his escape by bursting the stile 
of his window guard and jumping trom the window ot bis room, 
which was on the first story, atew moments only after his night 
atiendauts bad been in his room and ministered to his wants, 
Search was at once made by the physicians and a large number 
of attendants of the fostitution and by the police officers of the 
neighborhood. Effective search was, however, very much im- 
peded by the fog that prevailed, so that lanterns enabied the 
searchers to see but a shurt distance from them, and it was not 
until about seven this morning that his body was discovered by 
an officer, lying near the curb on the west side of the Boulevard, 
just below 107cu street. The physicians of the institution say 
that the cause of his death is somewhat obscure, but it may be 
said to have arisen primarily from the exhaustiou of his disease, 
and secondarily trom the recent excitement and insomnia and 
the damp chilliness of the morning. 

Word was promptly sent to the deceased officer's brother, 
Captain Augur, at West Point. From the account in the 
Tribune we take the following : 

Lieut. Augur was admitted to the asylum Wednesday, Dec, 
4, suffering trom nervuus prostration, with frequent paroxysms 
ot excitement. At times Le was so violent that he attacked the 
attendants, and bad to be kept in close confinement. He imagined 
most of the time that enemies were about to take his life. In the 
day time, as 4 rule ke was kept in comfortable rooms in thecen- 
tral building, but at night he was transferred to a first story room 
in the northeast wing of the ssylum, the windows ot which were 
barred. An attendant wa'ked all nightin the corrider past the 
door of his room, At3a.m.Jau.9, attendant Dana saw Lieut, 
Augur pacing the flucr of his room and spoke to him. The Lieut. 
sprapg through the door and knocked Dana down, but he was 
quieted aiter a short struggle. About ten minutes later Dana 
looked into the room and found it empty. Lieut. Augur bad 
broken the guard off one of the windows and had jumped out. 
As the window was only a few feet above the ground, the iugitive 
nad not been injured by the fall. He bad climbed over a high 
fence which encloses the grounds, and his fu tsteps in the snow 
showed that he Lad started down the Boulevard, 

it was known that the Lieutevant had left his room without 
other clothing than a night sirt, and it was feared that he would 
suffer dangerous exposure. ‘The absence of dark clothing in- 
creased the difficuity of discovering his body on the snow, in the 
darkness and fog. At daybreak the search was still unfinished, 
but the searchers by that time had lost hope of findivg Lieut, 
Auguralive. His night shirt had been found in the Boulevard 
at 106th street after several persons had passed that point at dif- 
ferent times. It was thought impossible that s man entirely 
without clothing could long escape death from exposure in the 
snow. At7A.M.ashout irom one of the searchers drew the 
crowd to a place on the west side of the Boulevard, a few feet 
below 107th street. There lay the dead body of Lieut. Augur, 
already cold and rigid. It was removed to the asylum. The 
physicians said that death had resulted from exhaustion and 
cold, 


We regret to learn of the death at Garden City, Long 
Island, on Monday, January 7, of Mrs. Totten, wife of 
Lieut. C. A. L. Totten, 4th U. 8. Artillery, who is on duty 
at the Cathedral School. Mrs. Totten was the eldest daugh- 
ter of Captain Lewis Smith, 3d U. 8. Artillery. She passed 
quietly away after an illness of two or three months, the 
disease being consumption, brought on by the incidents of 
exposure due to Army life, having passed several years upon 
the lake frontier of Champlain and Ontario. Mre. Toiten 


time we should provide abundant means for the de-| had a large circle of friends, won by her quiet, unassuming 
fence of all our harbors, as monitors, torpedoes, and| manners. She leaves three little children, of one, three 
and five years. Her immediate relatives are all in the 
South, but her sister,-Mrs. Cuningham, wife of Assistant 
Surgeon T. A. Cuningham, started north afew days ago, 
too late, however, to be present when Mrs. Totten died. 


GrnEeRAL Janes F. Hatt, an old resident of New York, 
and Colonel of the lst Regiment, New York Volunteers, dur- 
ing the war, dieJ at Tarrytown, N. Y., Jan. 9. He con- 
structed the works on Tybee Island and distinguished him- 
s2lf at the capture of Fort |Palaski, which followed, and 
received honorable mention for his gallantry on the field at 
Pocotaligo and Olustee; was present at the capture of Morris 
Island and at the two attacks on Fort Wagner; ¢o-cperated 
with Sherman against Savannah and Charleston, and for two 
years acted as Provost Marshal General of the Department 
of the South. On the 22d of February, 1865, he received 
the brevet of Brigadier-General for his services. 
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December 22, last, says: 











gentlemen.” 












died at Harbin Springs, Cal., on Monday, Jan. 7. 







March 21, 1871. 






at Vallejo, Cal. 








Mr. Anpeew G. Semmes, who died in Monroe County, 
Ark., last week, was the son of Gen. Paul J. Semmes, of the 
Confederate Army, who was killed at Gettysburg, a nephew 
of Thomas H. Semmes, Confederate Senator from Louisiana, 
and a cousin of Admiral Semmes. 

Tux widow of the late Captain Bainbridge, U. 8. Navy, 
died at New York city, January 10th, in her seventieth year. 
The funeral services took place from her late residence, 343 
Madison avenue, January 12. 















Anprew Waker Peck, a veteran of the War of 1812, 
died in New York City, January 4th, in his ninety-fourth 
year. 




















THE FORTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS. 
PROCEEDINGS IN THE SENATE. 


Tue Senate Committee on Military Affairs did not 
hold a meeting this week. No quorum being present 
on Tuesday, the regular meeting day, a special meeting 
was called for Thursday to consider the pending nomi- 
nations. Again no quorum appesred, and action was 
deferred on the nominations until next Tuesday, when 
a full attendance is desired by the chairman. It is be- 
lieved that the committee will decide against the action 
of the Secretary of Warin the matter of the promo- 
tion of 1st Lieut. Armstrong te be captain, vice Hum. 
bert, deceased, instead of Lieut. Lynde, who was con- 
sidered ineligible because of disability. No decision 
has been reached, and will not be until the next meet- 
ing, but enough is known to say that the disposition of 
the committee is in that direction. Surgeon-General 
Murray’s nomination will probably be passed upon 
favorably at the next meeting. 

The sub.Committee on Appropriations, having in 
charge the Pension bill, will recommend that the pen- 
sion surplus of the present fiscal year, estimated at from 
$50,000,000 to $60,000,0000, be reappropriated. Mem- 
bers of the sub-committee are of the opinion that about 
$70,000,000 will be sufficient to meet the demands of 
the Pension Board f. r the next fiscal year, and to secure 
this sum will recommend the appropriation of about 
$15,000,000 in addition to the surplus. 

Tuesday, the 


































































Mr. Hale submitted in the Senate, on 
following resolution, which was agreed to 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Navy be, and is hereby, di- 
rected to inform the Senate what was the original cost of all ves- 
sels whose names are found on the Naval Register for the year 
1883, under the Bureaus of Construction and Repair, Steam En- 
gineering, and vipment aod Recruiting, together with the 
total tor pairs since their construction, under the 
same bureaus, or otherwise. 

The several bureaus are now engaged in compiling the 
information, which can be furnished in a very short 
while. 

ln the debate in the Senate, on Tuesday, upon the 
pro pew rules, Mr. Plumb favored anamendment, 
which he offered, to the effect that appropriation bills 
for the support of the Army, for the erection and re- 
pairs of fortifications, and for the support of the Mili- 
tary Academy be referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs; appropriations for the payment of pensions, to 
the Pension Committee; and appropriations for the 
Navy and Naval Academy to the Naval Committee. 
All such subjects of appropriation, and all appropri- 
ation bills so referred, shall be reported to the Senate by 
the committees to which referred, with proposed 
amendments, within one week of the date of such re- 
ference, and shall be printed, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. On the following day a vote 
was taken on this proposition, which resulted in its de- 
feat, beiug a victory for the members of the Appropri- 
ation Committee. ‘The sub-committees of the H »use 
Appropriation Committee on the Pension, Fortification 
and Military Academy Appropriation bills are still en- 
gaged upon them. They will probably not be reported 
to the House before next week. Mr. John D. Con- 
ner has been appointed clerk to the House Committee 
on Naval Affairs. This committee will not get in 
working orge: before next week. 

The ieaste Committee on Naval Affairs held its first 
meeting this session on Wednesday last. After organ- 
izing, and deciding upon the regular meeting days— 
Thursdays—the pending nominations were taken up, 
and all but those made in consequence of Commander 
Mullan’s dismissal from the service were upon 
favorably. ‘The others were laid over until further in- 
quiry 18s made into Commander Mullan’s case. There 
is doubt, however, about their being confirmed. No 
opposition has been manifested thus far to Chief Eng. 
Loring’s nomination. The committee did not consider 
it at this meeting, preferring to let it lie over until the: 
next meeting, and thus give his enemies a chance, if he 
has any, tocome forward and give their grievances. 
He will, without doubt, be confirmed without any 
trouble. A general discussion was had on what will be 
the policy of the committee with reference to the con- 








Tue Chief of Engineers, in his obituary General Order 
concerning the late Gen. Thomas Jefferson Cram, U. 8. A., 
whose death services, etc., were reported in the Journau of 
“After an honorable service of 
nearly 60 years as an officer and cadet in the United States 
Army, Gen. Cram bas passed away, leaving the record of a 
faithful, energetic, courteous, and accomplished soldier and 


Lect. Cuarntzes W. Curistorser, U. 8. Navy, retired, 
He 
entered the Naval Academy from Ohio Feb. 24, 1863, was 
graduated in 1867, and attained the rank of ist Lieutenant 
He was placed on the retired list, un ac- 
count of ill-health, Sept. 19, 1882, and since then has resided 


tee to give their views with regard to it. 
acted upon at this meeting. 


give Rodman M. Price the benefits of the act of March 
3, 1883, allowing extra pay to those who served in the 
Navy on the west coast of Mexico during the Mexican 


bush ; 8S. 660. for relief of Commander J. H. Sands, 
U. 8. N.; S. 661, for relief of Commander C. D. Sigs- 


nished in 
Umigoe 


8. 817 to restore John G. Rose to the Lieut. Command- 
ers of the Navy. To Mr. McPherson to appoint Wil- 
bur F. Cogswell, late Asst. Engineer, U. S. N., upon the 
retrired list of the Navy. The bill S. 845, giving 
longevity pay to passed Asst. Engineers of the Navy 
will be considered by the full Committee. Oa motion of 
the chairman it was decided that all bills of general 
character and of an important nature be first considered 
in this manner. Then should questions arise needing 
inquiry, sub-committces of investigation could be ap 
pointed. The bill just acceeded to will probably be 
considered at the next meeting. 

The following communications were laid before the 
Senate this week: Report of the Chief of Engineers 
and copies of reports from officers in charge of River 
and Harbor districts of the results of preliminary ex- 
aminations made in compliance with the act of Aug. 2, 
1882. Letters from the Secretary of the Navy request- 
ing the return of the report of Professor J. E. Nourse 
on the Suez canal, for the purpose of adding to it im- 
portant information received since it was submitted to 
the Senate in 1882. 

Letter from the Secretary of War,inclosing copies of 
official correspondence, reports, etc., in relation to the 
sale of the military post of Fort Sullivan Marine. 
Letter from the Secretary of War transmitting the 
annual report of the Mississippi River commission. 


PROCEEDINGS IN THE HOUSE. 


The House Committee on Military Affairs has com- 
menced its preliminary work, and is beginning to act 
upon measures referred to it. A meeting was held on 
Tuesday, when the bill H. R. 355, to correct the muster 
rolls of the volunteer forces of the U. S. in the late war, 
so that the muster of officers and enlisted men therein 
shall cover the whole period during which they were regu- 
larly commissioned, was considered, and Mr. Steele was 
authorized to report it favorably to the House as a sub- 
stitute for H. R. 350, introduced by him. A large 
number of bills for bounty, back pay, etc., were taken 
up, but not considered, the committee deciding that 
they should be referred to Committee on Payments of 
Pensions, Bounty and Back Pay. A reference to the 
committee on war claims of the bill H. R. 307, to pro- 
vide forthe payment of female nurses during the war 
was also recommended. The bill H. R. 952, to adjust 
and settle the expenses of Indian wars in Navada. was 
favorably passed upon. Mr. J. H. Cooney, of Wash- 
ington, D. C., formerly private secretary to General 
rans, has been appointed clerk of the committee 

At the meeting of the committee on Thursday the bill 
to place Gen. Pleasonton on the Army retired list, with 
the rank of major-general, was considered, but not 
finally decided upon. It will come up again at the next 
meeting. Mr. Bayne is the sub-committee in charge of 
this bill. Bills have been referred to sub-com- 
mittees as follows: To Mr. Rosecrans—H. R. 193, tu 
fix the date of entry into the military service of officers 
now in the Regular Army who served as officers of Vol- 

unteers and Regular Army; H. R. 194, to retire from 
active service, upon their uwn application, oTicers who 
served during the war as general officers of Volunteers; 

H. R. 206, to provide promotion in the Corps of Judge 
Advocates of the Army; H. R. 1294, tu consolidate the 
Bureau of Military Justice und the Corps of Judge Ad- 
vocates. To Mr. Slocum—H. R. 354, to increase the 
efficiency of the Inspector-General’s Department. To 
Mr. Murray—H. R. 145, conferring military rank on 
telegraph operators in the military service. To Mr. 

Nichols—H. Res. 13, to fill any vacancy that may occur 
in the office of General or Lieutenant General of the 
Army through the death, resignation, or retirement of 
the present General, or the death, resignation, retire 

ment, or promotion of the present Lieutenant General. 
To Mr. Duncan—H. R. 1040, to retire enlisted men of 
the Armv who have served 30 years faithfully; H. R. 
1371, relating to paymasters’ clerks of the U. S. Army. 
To Mr. Steele—H. R. 1227, to retire officers who re- 
ceived wounds in action, with their highest rank. To 
Mr. Bayne—H. R. 1407, that sections 1782 and 5498 of 
= R. 5. shall not apply to any officer on the retired 
ist. 

The House Committee on Naval Affairs will hold its 
sessions on Tuesdays and Fridays of each week. No- 
thing was dcne at its meeting this week* beyond organ- 
izing and referring bills tosub committees. It is not 
probable that any bill authorizing the construction of 
of new vessels of war will be reported from this com- 
mittee during the present session. 


BILLS INTRODUCED IN THE SENATE, 


8. 871, Mr. Cullom (by request). A bill to restore Chas. H. 
Campbell to the rank of captain inthe Army. To appoint Chas. 
H. Campbell, late a captain in the Sixth Begiment of Cav., a cap- 
tain ot cavairy in the Army of the United States, to be assigned 
to the first vacancy in that grade in said regiment. 

8. 898, Mr. Gibson, To establish a navy-yard and depot of sup- 
es the Mississippi River at Algiers, or at some point be- 
ween Alviers and Port Eads, 

8. 899, Mr. Gibson. To provide promotion in the corps of judge- 
advocates. That whe any major of the corps of judge-advocates 
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war; S. 28, to confirm the status of John N. Quacken- 


bee, U. 8. N.; 8. 662, for relief of Commander Henry 
Glass, U. 8. N., and 8. 154, in relation to prize money 
to fleet officers. So Mr. Butler S. 720 to pay the claim 
of D. 8S. Mershon, Jr., for work done and material fur- 
the construction of the side wheel steamer 
To Mr. Hale S. 867 for relief of officers and 
crew of the U. 8. steamer Monitor. To Mr. Anthony 


the majority of the members are favoralle to increase | vacancy when such appointment would increase the whole num. 
in ships of our Navy. Before taking any action on 
Mr. Hale’s bill, the Secretary of the Navy and navai 
experts will be requested to appear before the commit- 
No bills were 
The following were re- 
ferred to sub-committees: To Mr. Jones, S. 159, to! t 


| ber of officers in the corps beyond the number fixed 
sball any officer be promoted before officers of the 
who rank him in his corps, nor changed in his relative rank. 

8. 916, Mr. Edmunds. To permit the owners of certain vessels 
to sue the United States in the Court of Claims. That the own- 
er or owners of any American ship or vessel engaged in or be- 
longing to the United States merchant marine service may ang 
bey are hereby authorized and empowered, to sue the Uaited 
States in the Court of Claims for any damage, loss, or injury to 
such ship or vessel, or her owner or owners, arising from or at. 
tributable to the negligence, want of skill, or mismanagement of 
any vessel belonging to the United States, or those in charge there. 
of, by collision; and the ssid Court of Claims is hereby author. 
ized to enter a judgment or decree for the amount of such in. 
jury, loss, or damage, if any shall be iound due, in favor of such 
owner or owners or their legal representatives, and which judg. 
ment or decree shall be paid and satisfied by the Secretary of the 
Treasury in like manner as other decrees and judgments of said 
court are paid and satisfied; and so much money as may bs neces. 
sary to pay said judgments or decrees is hereby appropriated out 
of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Pry. 
vided, however, That this act shall not extend to cases occurring 
more than five years prior to the passage of this act. Sec, 2. 
That this act shall take effect immediately. 

8. 918, Mr. Frye (by request). A bill to appoint Greenleaf Cilley 
& commander on the active list of the Navy, and order him tor 
examination for promotion to the rank of captain. 

8. 923, Mr. Plumb. To psy Ist Lieut. Jobn G. Leefe a Ist lien- 
tenant, 19th Inf., $44.66, being the amount of subsistence funds 
stolen from him on Nov. 30, 1873. 

8.924, Mr. Plumb. A bill to amend the longevity record of ist 
Lieut. M. O’Brien, 4th U. 8. Art., and that in the recomputation 
of the same for all purposes under existing law, he sal! be cred- 
ited with and receive the benefits of continuous service in his 
grade from the date of his rank, as established in the act ap. 
proved February 25, 1879, to the date of the acceptance of re-ap- 
pointment under said act, any apparent provision of law to the 
contrary nctwithstanding: Provided, That he shall receive no 
pay for the periud he was out of service. 

5. 934, Mr. Plumb. A bill to pay the officera and crew of the 
U.S. stoop of war Cumberland, who engaged the Merrimac on 
the 8th of March, 1862, and went down with her colors fiying. the 
value of the Merrimac, not to exceed $300,000. 

8. 935, Mr. Plumb (by request). A bill to place on the retired 
list of officers of the U. 8. A. the name of August Thieman, with 
the rank of Ist lieutenant, this being the actus! rank ip the 
Regular Army beld by him when in action he received the wound 
from which be suffers permanent disability: Provided, That no 
pay or allowances gball accrue or be paid said Thieman under 
this act prior to his confirmation, 

8. 949, Mr. Cockrell (by request). A bill to amend and correct 
an act approved January 29, 1879, authorizing the appointment 
of Dr. Junius L. Powell, assistant surgeon, U. S. A., so as to give 
him the pay and longevity allowances of a captain and assistant 
surgeon in the U. 8S. A. after five years’ service, the same as other 
members of his class and grade. 

8. 955, Mr. Sherman. A bill to restore Capt. Alfred Hopkins to 
bis full rank and standing in the Navy, as of the day of his dis- 
missal, with pay and perquisites. 

8.994 Mr. Bowen. To have the lands embraced in the military 
reservation, known as the U. 8, Reservation at Fort Lewis, Colo- 
rado, surveyed and made subject to h tead and pre ti 
entry and sale, the same as otber public lands. 

8. 995, Mr. Plumb. Authorizing the Board of Managers of the 
Home for Disabled Volunteers to locate a branch of the Home at 
some suitable point in the State of Kansas. 

8. Res. 39, Mr. Beck. To correct the record of Wickliffe Cooper, 
major 7th Cav., U. S. A., 80 as to read, *‘ came to his death st the 
hands of a person or persons unknown.” 
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BILLS INTRODUCED IN THE HOUSE. 


H. R. 1615, Mr. Libbey. To the heirs of the late Langley B. 
Culley, a Naval Constructor, U. 8S. N., $2,300, in payment tor 
all services now due the heirs of said Culley from the United 
States. 

H. R. 1628, Mr. William L. Wilson. Authorizing and directing 
the sale ot the real estate and riparian rights now owued by the 
United States at Harper's Ferry, in the State of West Virginia. 

H. R. 1713, Mr. Morton E. Post. To authorite the service of 
civil and criminal process issued ‘Sy Territorial courts within 
military and Indian reservations and the Yellowstone National 
Park, with the like effect as though such reservation or park was 
apart of the county or district within which such process is 
issued. 

H. BR. 1783, Mr. Rosecrans. To place Colonel George W. Getty 
retired, on the retired-list of the Army with the rank and pay of 
major-general. (Same as 8. 790, p. 442 ) 

H. R. 1784, Mr. Rosecrans. For the assignment of retired offi- 
cers of the Medical Department of the Army. That the Presi- | 
dent, on the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, be, and he 
is hereby authorized to assign retired officers of the Medical De- 
partment of the Army to duty as examining surgeons of recruits 
and to accompany recrui's to their station, such medical officers 

during such assignment to have the full pay and emoluments 
allowed to their rank in active service. 

H. BR. 1786. Mr. Rosecrans, To aliow Captain William H. Bex- 
ford, an ordvance storekeeper U. 8. A., a credit upon his accounts 
as a disbursing officer tor the sum ot $90.75, the amount stolen by 
burglarg trom the safe in the office at Benicia Arsezal, California, 
on the Hight of May 10, 1880. 

H. RB. 1787, 1788, 1789, Mr. Rosecrans. To carry into effect the 
recommendati.n of the board of admirals, in the cases of Com 
manders Henry Glass, J. H. Sands and H. D. Sigsbee. 

H. R.—, D. W. Connelly. Be it enacted etc., Secl. That the 
Secretary of War be authorized and directed to detail from 
line officers of the Regular Army, above the rank of First Lieu- 
tenant, at least one officer, a citizen of the State applying, whose 
duty it shall be to report to the Governor of such state, and 
under bis instructions to act as Instructor of Tactics, Customs of 
service, and all things pertaining to the military service. The 
Governor of each State having the right to select such officer by 
name. Regular Army officers so detailed will in addition to 
their current yearly pay be entitled to commutation of quarters 
and forage for two horses. (See explanation of the purpose of 
this bili under our militia heading.) 

H. R. 1792, M@ Rosecrans. For the relief of officers of the Army 
who have served for aspecified number of years in one grade ua- 
der the rank of major. Provides, Tuat whenever any commis- 
sioned officer on the active list of the Army, below the raok of 
major, shall have served in one grade, eitaer in the regular or 
volunteer service, for twenty years, and if a leuteuant, a8 
first and second lieutenant for that period, he shall be entitled 
to and shall receive the pay and allowances of the next higher 


grade. 

H. R. 1816, Mr. Seymour. To amend an act entitled “ An act 
to relieve certaio soldiers of the late war from the charge of de- 
sertiun,” passed at the first session of the Forty-seventh - 
gress, so that the last provision of said section shall read as fol- 
lows, namely : “ And provided further, That no soldier, nor the 
heirs or legal representatives ot any soldier, who servel = 
the Armv a period of less than twelve months, and Leama 
tentionally deserted within such period of twelve months, 
shali be entitled to the benefits ot the provisions of this act. " 

H. R. 1849, Mr. Thomas, To yive legal force and effect to . 
certificates of honorable discharge ot soldiers and sailors from the 
service of the United States, so that such honorable discharge 
«hall be held and conside: to be a final settlement of the m! 4 
tary record of such soldier or sailor, and shall be held equivalen' 
to a removal of such charge of desertion. 

H. R. 1852, Mr. Thomas. To regulate appointments and Lae 
motions in the staff ot the Marine Corps. That tne genes 
inspector, the paymaster, and the qiartermaster of the M , 
Corps, after thirty years’ service, shall have the ravk of lentes 
ant-colone], and atier forty years’ service, when retired, the _—— 
and pay of colonel retired; and assistant quartermasters, = 
twenty five years’ service, ten of wuich shail have been a - 
quartermaster’s department of said corps, shall baye the SS 
major. Sec. 2. That appoint ts to filly jes in eng 
of adjntant and inspector and of paymaster of the Marine —_ 
shall be made by selection from tne line officers on the 8¢ “a 
list who have served twenty yearsand upward. A Lay Aor 
curring in the office of quartermaster of the Marine — Lod 
hereafter be Glled by promotion trom the assistant La 
tore on the active-liat, gcoording $9 seniority; ‘and sppolntmeglt 
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to fill vacancies in the office of assistant quartermasters shail be 
made by selection from the line officers on the active-list who 
have served fifteen years and upward in ssid corps; but nothing 
in this act shall entitle any of the above-named officers to back 
pay or allowances. 

H. R. 1853, Mr. Thomas. To change the grade of line officers in 
the Navy. Provider, Thiet from aad a‘ter the passage of this act 
gs uch graduates of the Naval Academy as are assigned to the lime 
of the Navy, on the ful pleti of the six years’ 
course, shall be commissioned ensigns in the Navy. Sec. 2. That 
the grade ot junior ensign is hereby abolished, and the ensigns 
ofthe junior grade now on the list shall be commissioned en- 
signs. Sec. 3. That all acts and parts of acts inconsistent with 
this act be, aud the same are hereby, repealed. 

H. R. 1,895, Mr. Morrison. To settle the claim of the heirs of 
the late Col. Stephen H. Long, of the United States Topographi- 
cal Engineers. 

H. BR. 1,907, Mr. Thomas M. Browne. Reducing the Pay Depart- 
ment of the Army. Provides that hereafter, when a vacancy oc- 
curs in the Pay Department of the Army, by reason of the death, 
resignation, dismissa’, or other removal from the service, of any 
assistant paymaster-general, deputy paymaster-general, or pay- 
master, the e»me shall not be filled by appointment or otherwise 
until the Pay Department is reduced to twenty-eight officers; and 
thereatter the said Pay Department shall consist of one Paymas- 
ter-General, with the rank of brigadier-general; one assistant 
Paymaster-General, with the rank of colonel of cavalry; one 
deputy Paymaster-General, with the rank of leutenant-colonel 
of cavalry, and twenty-five Paymasters, with the rank of major 

cavalry. 
“ R. 1929, Mr. Steele. To credit 2d Lient. Wm. B. Reynolds, 
14th Inf., with the sum of $120.65, as Act. A. C. 8., at Fort Hall, 
Idaho, said amount having been lost through no iault or neglect 

n his part. 

. H. Res. 38, Mr. Logan. To issueto Sergeant Herman Thenne, 
Company I, 234 Inf., clothing in lieu of that lost by him at the 
burning of the old post hospital, at Fort Whipple Barracks, A. T., 
in 1874. 











NAVAL CONSTRUCTORS. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal; 


Tux issue of Regulation Circular Nu. 36, by the Sec- 
retary of the Navy, marks a new era in our naval histo- 
ry. Without desiring in any way to detract from the 
merits of those gentlemen who have from time to time 
filled the position of constructors in the Navy, and 
while at the same time yielding due praise to those who 
distinguish themselves in their profession, it is but 
fair to say that in these days of iron and steel the ex- 
perience of a wooden shipyard is not sufficient to qual- 
ify a man for the important profession of a naval 
architect. That this view has made itself felt in the 
Navy Department, is evident from the issuing of this 
amendment to the regulations, and Secretary Chandler 
has added one more item to the score in his favor as to 
the administration of the affairs with which he is 
charged. 

It is perhaps somewhat significant that among the 
requirements for assistant naval constructors there 
should be included a knowledge of steam and steam 
engineering. This evidently shows that the drift of 
opinion is in favor of a union of the two duties of con- 
structing engines and their dependencies, and the fabric 
which is to contain and be propelled by them ; in other 
words that the division of labor now in operation by 
the existence of two separate bureaus, each working 
independently, is no longer either useful or economical. 
In the present state of affairs it is not probable that any 
one other than a civilian would be appointed to fill 
such a nlace, if it should be created; and it would 
seem to be not an improbable contingency that one of 
the two civilian members of the Advisory Board would 
be called upon to fill the position. The creation of this 
board was a long step in advance, and it has shown by 
its works, or at least by its projected works, that there 
was reason for the faith that was put in it by those 
who advocated the law under which it finds its being ; 
and that there was sufficient ability in the country to 
supply the demand made upon it for brains. The 
naval architect of the future must be a builder and de- 
signer of both hulls and engines, and whether he is 
known in the naval service as an engineer or a con- 
structor, he must possess the qualifications of the archi- 
tect. To the young men who are just entering the 
construction corps the future is bright with promise. 
Sir Edward Reed was chief constructor of the Royal 
Navy at 33 years of age, and it is not impossible that 
before many years we may see one of these graduates 
of our Naval Academy filling the corresponding posi- 
tion in our own service. 








(Correspondence of the Army and Navy Journal.) 
THE CANADIAN STANDING ARMY. 


Toronto, Ont., Jan. 4.—The first of the military schools 
decided on at the last session of Parliament was opened in 
this city aday or two ago, under command of Lienut.-Col. 
Ottor, who recently commanded the Queen’s Own. it has 
been an open secret for a long time past that the govern- 
ment realize the fact that they are paying too much for their 
whistle in keeping up many of the country militia regiments; 
Three-fourths of the men in those corps seldom attend more 
than one camp of instruction, and then dissppear from the 
force, no one knows exactly how. There will be three in- 
fantry schoolse—one at Toronto (now open), one at Frederic- 
ton, N. B., and another at St Johns, Quebec. There will 
also be a cavalry school at Quebec, together with the ‘‘ A” 
and“ B Battery Schools of Gunnery at Quebec and King- 
peo, and “Gn Battery recently established in British Co- 
umbia. The object of these schools, although the govern- 
ment, no doubt, consider it advisable to not say so at present, 
2 to form a nucleus of a small standing army, which, in 
then? will replace many of the militia corps. At present 
- eee schools are designed to eerve as training institutions 
or velunteers—ofticers, non-com. officers, and men. 

The instruction furnished at these schools will be com- 
— in one of three courses. The long course, which con- 
a of twelve months, nine of which are to be spent at the 

. 00] = three at the Royal Military College at Kingston. 
pe Ort course will be three months, the whole of 
tpecinl wl be spent at the Toronto School. The third is a 
specia course for commissioned otticers only, and is intended 
hone the necessities of business men who can only spare a 
onan — to the acquiring of a military training, but who 
th “4 able to by a certificate of a lower grade than 
- un either of the other courses, but still representing 
ihe cient qualification for ordinary circumstances, For 
aa course officers must be resident in the school at least ten 

ays. Students in the school receive, if officers, $1 per day 
barrack in, and if non-com- 


" when they know that their retreat is safe in case of defeat ; they 
cannot run sway if their line of retreat is blocked ; this line/ that itis properly executed. If the slightest error or in- 


‘THE STATE TROOPS. 


THE RIOT QUESTION. 


Wirs respect to active service the year 1883 was an “off 
year” to the National Guard of New York. The restraining 
power of their presence, for the prevention of riotous vio- 
lence, was required in only one instance, and on that occa- 
sion two companies proved sufficient for the purpose. This 
state of affairs, which reflects credit on the population of 
the State, has given undue encouragement to those who ridi- 
cule the idea of danger from either internal or foreigu dis- 
turbances. Whether, however, this apparently profound 
peace is lasting and real, time only can reveal; but it is 
well to recall the story of the foolish virgins, and to lay new 
stress upon the maxim that in peace is the time to prepare 
for war. While the past year has been one of peace, the 
present, with accounts of social disturbances reported from 
Ireland, Canada, Nova Scotia and other localities, and the 
outlook for this country, is not altogether reassuring. 
Recent discussions, and particularly General Molineux's 
lecture, have awakened a sense of danger and of the neceasity 
for preparation to meet it, aud the recommendations 
by the Adjutant General of New York for the em- 
bodiment in the new regulations of more definite instruc- 
tions for officers when called upon to aid the civil authori- 
ties, is a sign that the subject is beginning to be ap- 
preciated by those in authority. It is to be hoped that it 
may lead to the incorporation of the subject of street fight- 
ing and dealings with mobs in the programme of National 
Guard instruction in the same manner as battalion drill now 
is. What bas so far been accomplished iu this direction is 
simply the result of the individual energy and enterprise of 
a few consvientious and intelligent officers, notably General 
W. H. Brownell. The study needs to be made general and 
it is the duty of those who control the Guard to see that 
this is done. 
Those from whom danger is apprehended are by no means 
idle. They thoroughly understand the eituation and are active 
iu preparing to meet emergencies. As proof of this we give 
the following translation from the New Yorker Volkszeitung 
of Dec, 22, 1883, a German paper professedly devoted to the 


interest of the laboring classes. 
STRATEGIC HINTS.—MODERN STREET FIGHTING. 


Molineux receives an answer.—Scientific warfare for the people. 
—Revolutionary fighters against hirelings and militia soldiers. 
Unwieldy barricades abolished.—Crossfire and dynamite bombs 
on the street corners. 

Some time ago we informed our readers as to how a certain 
Gene:al Molineux was instructing his comrades tn tactics to 
meet the event of a rising on the part of the people. This article 
created great sensation and indignation among the laboring 
classes through the whole country, andin opposition to Moli- 
neux’s instructions we now give a letter from an officer of the 
os 8. Army [?] to the San Francisco 7ruth, which reads as fol- 
ows: 

“General Upton once told me sincerely: ‘The day of 
Armies has passed.’ I believe him, and many of the best mili- 
tary writers are of the same Opinion. For this reason I will ex- 
plain in clear simple terms a few ot the ‘ mysteries’ of the art of 
war and expose to the people the science of slaughter, in order 
to give them a chance of victory in the uprisings soon to be ex- 
pected. First it would be well to state that no revolt by the 
people diring the last 20 years could have been subdued, if the 
people themeeives were not stupid and ignorant. This was true 
ot the time when dangerous explosives were not yet known. Ip 
every single case the people have to blame themselves for being 
slaughtered and conquered because they lacked deliberation, 
coolness and the simplest military knowledge, and because they 
submitted to tne dictations of a peculiar something variously 
ca!led *conscieuce,’ ‘mercy,’ ‘uumanity,’ ‘honorable warfare,’ etc. 
But why should I waste more wor I assume that the 
readers will concede that against tyrants all means are justifiable 
and that in war the most teasible measures are those which en- 
able the speediest end of the fight, may they cause ever so much 
bioodehed, 

HIRELINGS AND MILIATIAMEN, 


“The tactical formations of the United States Army 
and the State troops are based upon the unit of 
fours, # ¢., four men form the basis of all formations for 
parade, march and battle. Each four is covered in the rear 
rank by a corresponding number. The man on the right is 
number one ; the one on the left is number feur. In wheeling 
to the right No. 1, and to the ieft No. 4 forms the pivot. A com- 
pany always breaks into column by fours. This is the easiest way 
of handling accompany, and by it company and division fronts 
are established in a most rapid manner, Th> art of war simply 
consists in inducing the men to fight; hirelings only fight 


cannot be kept open if the enemy is permitted to throw himself 


in other words, if the enemy menaces your fiank there is only 
one alternative, surrender or death. Therefore, in popular 


cealed enemies; the markemen on the left sidewalk fire into 
the houses on the right, and those on the right sidewaik into 
those on the left. In this manner the columns advance slowly 
and cautiously. When a cross street is reached a com- 
pany ia left behind as picket to shut off the street, 
and then the advance continues. Formerly the march of 
the troops was temporarily interrupte¢ by barricades. To storm 
these, and annibilate their defenders, was an easy task. They 
were badly armed, ignorant, and if they were ever so brave and 
heroic, their defeat was only a matter of time. Since 1877 the 
people have become more familiar with military science, so that 
at present it would not be difficult in any large city to find men 
capable of leading the people in a street fight with the military, 
acdording to the following plan : 


MOVABLE BARRICADES AND DYNAMITE, 


Pea 








“The drawing represents thejcrossing of two streets, in one of 
which the troops are advancing for a street fight. Up to the cor- 
ner there was no impediment to their advance, because the revo; 
lutionists were not foolish enough to build a barricade across 
the whole street. On the contrary, they erected small movable 
breastworks at acute angles with the cross street, from behind 
which they are enabled to deliver a lively cross fire at the head 
of the column as soon as it appears at the crossing. The cyphers 
represent the revolutionist fighters, one portion oi whom are sta- 
tioned on the roof of the four corner buildings, armed witn dy- 
namite bombs, which they throw on the troops, after which they 
retreat from the roofs, and threugh the side doors join the fight- 
ers at the barricades on the right and lett street ccorvers. 

“The commander of the insurgents should also have a corps at 
his disposs!, who are armed with explosives, and these should 
operate with the same inthe streets paraliel with the route of 
the column, with a view of cutting off the retreat of the latter, 
if possible. But before this can be effected, they should keep up 
incessant attacks on the troops from the sido streets, If the bar- 
ricade fighters are armed with the newly invented internatiena!- 
dynamite gun, under competent and clever leaders, fifty of them 
could, in my cpinion, annihilate a column of five thousand ene- 
mies of the people. R. 8. 8. 
AvcaTRaz IsLanp, December.”’ 


CIVIL AND MILITARY AUTHORITY. 


Tue subject of the relations of the civil to the military 
authorities is of importance in connection with the discus- 
sion of riot duty. In a report, to which we alluded last 
week, Captain Bowdvio Parker, J. A. of the First Massa- 
chusetts Brigade, considers this subject very fully. Start- 
ing from the accepted maxim that in this country the mili- 
tary must ‘‘always be held in exact subordination to the 
civil authorities,” he proceeds to define the general powers 
of civil and military officers, stating that no general, however 
able, patriotic or discreet can, as commander of any part of 
the military forces of the Commonwealth, assume the power 
to order out even a “‘corporal’s guard” to suppress tumult, 
riots, or protect life or property, or execute laws in conse- 
quence of any mob or riot; but he may, nevertheless, when 
called upen by a civil officer drench the streets in blood and 

the law would hold him guiltless, It is the duty of the civil 
authorities primarily to protect the public against all riotous 
acta, and they are ordinurily expected to do this without aid 

from the troops. 

The commander-in-chief is specially authorized to call 
upon the militia to repel or suppress actual or threatened 
invasion of the State or insurrection, with the provision 

that a brigade commander may call out any part of his 
brigade for such duty, if the danger just mentioned is so 
sudden that the commander-in-chief cannot be informed and 
his order received in season. These are the only causes for 
which a purely military commander may assume the power 

to order out his forces for actual service. The commander- 

in-chief, the sheriff of each county, the mayor of each city 

and the select men of towns are the only ns author- 

ized to call out troops on duly signed, sealed and properly 

attesied orders,.and as this order is the sole authority for the 

military commander, he should, for his own protection, 

carefully and critically observe that it is in due form, i. ¢., 

that it sets forth the facts for the necessity of the call, and 


formality appears the officer to whom it is issued should have 


between the soldier and the place to which he intends to retreat; it corrected before acting under it, as otherwise he may be 


held personally responsible for all acts subsequently done by 
i nd. Civil officers alone have the right to deter- 





previous occasions our gentlemen soldiers made it their princi- 
pal care to look out for their precious selves. They never dare 


case they advance very carefully. They themselves know that 


the result of their undertaking is doubtful, although the people 
do not know this. This problem has puzzled them for years, 


tactical tricks are ineffective. 


above named purpose: 
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ers are the troops drawn up in double column of fours pre- 


revolts of the future the people should not restrict th ves | his cc ( t 
to the defensive, but should proceed to the direct attack. A| mine the necessity for a call for troops and their judgment 
modern militiaman knows exactly when to run away. Oa all|/in this matter is conclusive and they cannot he held liable 


for damage. 
The military commander has full justification for all acts 


*clear’ a street if their retreat is not covered, and even in this done by him in pursuance of an order regular upon ig 


face. Upon arrival at the designated place, the troops 
being armed and equipped for action the commande: waits 


and they have not yet devised a sure means of subduing the| for orders from the civil authority which hes called him 
people. General Upton shot himself in despair of this problem,| out. The troops are substantially an ‘armed police,” aid- 
especially when he saw that against ten pounds of dynamite all | ing the civil powers. Their commander has no 

volition ; neither can the civil officer delegate his authority 
“The tollowing diagrams explain the method of gaining the! +, the former. The duty tu be done must be designated by 
the civil officer; the details of its execution are left to the 
000000 judgment and discretion of the military commander. Thus 
: the mayor may order a certain street to be cleared, and the 
POOP eee POOP eee PEER eee EEE EEE EEE EH area eeeeeeeeeeOBsene eee eee military commander may give such commands ad may be 
aecessary to carry out the details of the duty assigned, and 
any act done by bis command which may be reasonable and 
just under the circumstances and necessary, is fully author- 
0:— ized in lawand all military participants are absolutely pro- 
tected from the consequences which may follow. It may 
be rema)ked here that neither a military commander or any 
officer serving under him is ever personally responsible for 
the illegal and unauthorized acts of a soldier, unless such 
idibdksaid Centhhennde aks NibGk een ae rdKedgner bliin oteeecee --++++] sets are committed in bis immediate presence. The law 
0 © © 0} provides a large number of civil officials whom it invests with 
authority to issue orders to military commanders, but wLo 
“The two biack lines are the houses on both sides of the street, | are not permitted to issue orders calling out troops. These 
the dotted lines are tbe boundaries of the sidewalks; the cyph-/ .+6 enumerated in the conclusion, as follows : 


dependent 


From the foregoing it will be seen that the military must 
that the 





etc. The cyphers on the side walk are the bers advanced 





accommodatio: 
officers 50c., with rations, etc, 


to reconnoitre, they must also enter houses and look for con 





ceded by Gatling gun 0; x x are the officers. colors, ambulances, always act as the subordinates of the civil 
commander 


ig a mere executive answers ble 
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only for a fair and reasonableexecution of such duty as 
may be assigned him. For his own protection it is obvious 
that, he should insist upon having all orders issued to him 
put in writing except in extreme cases when circumstances 
render it impossibie. No valid order for calling out troops 
in the cases named herein cap be given unless the same ix 
duly executed either by the commander-in-chief, the sheriff 
of the county, the mayor of the city or the select-men of the 
town. Orders for duty may be issued by the governor, the 
sheriff, the mayor, the select-men of the town, ora judge 
of a Court of Record. Orders may also be givea by any two 


of the foillowiug named magistrate or officers actually presen? | other side had not been 


at the place where a riot or other unlawful assembly is lo- 
cated: the mayor and aldermen of the city. the select-men 
of the town, justice of the peace living in the city or town, 
the sheriff of the county or his deputies. 

All orders so issued »re binding upon all military comman- 
ders and must be executed promptly and faithfully using no 
unnecessary force or violence in the due execution) thereof. 

It is to be remembered, of course, that while the general 
principle of the subordination of the military anthority ap- 
plies to all the States, the specific statements of law in this 
report are based upon the statutes of Massachusetts. 





NATIONAL RIFLE ASSOCIATION. 


The annual meeting of the National Rifle Association was 
held on Tuesday evening last, at the Armory of the Twenty-sec- 
ond Regiment, W. 14th St., New York. The attendance, 
about 24, was small and not up to the importance of the oc 
casion. The President, General Grant, being detained at 
home by bis recent accident, the meeting was presided over 
by the Vice-President, Gen. Geo. W. Wingate. Iv bis open- 
ing remarks Gen. Wingate referred to the International con- 
test at Wimbledon and the friendly feeling and uniform hos- 
pitailty our representative team experienced abroad. He 
said : 


Although the contest did not result in aa American victory, 
yet it was not without substantial advantages. lt has taught 
our public a fact ot which but few were aware, that the mliitary 
rifles in use in this country were not equal to those of Wimble- 
don, It has also resulted in improving our rifles so as in our 
judgment they are now onan equality with those used by our 
uiversaries, and we look jor further improvement. In effect- 
ig this alone the national advantage has been obtained more 
# :ap equivalent to tne time aud money expended In this match. 

gWe must never forget that the great object of this association 
i essevtially military, to develop the best military rifles and to 
enconra.e their use so as to create a body of trained marksmen 
upon whom the country can rely for its defence. In this respect 
the progress at Creedmoor during the past year has been most 
gratiytiug. While the action of the Long Island Railroad in 
raising its fare and diminishing the dati has done 
much to prevent the t y attend , the scores of the 
competitors themselvesin the different matches in the past year 
were higher than has ever previcusly been the case. 

Iam glad to say thata team fro» Michigan was the winner of 
both the Hilton Shield and the Inter-S:ate tropby, and that, too, 
by the bighest scores ever made for them. It adds another proot 
of what has already been shown by the success of Calitornia, 
Connecticut, Pennsylvania and New Jersey, not to mention the 
Army teams in winning these and ciier matches, that at Creed- 
moor all contestants have a fair fiel\i and no favor, and that the 
chances of a foreign team are tuily as good as those of the rifle- 
men of the State of New York. It is to be hoped that the success 
of Michigan will induce other Western States to imitato its ex- 
ample, and epable the tuture winners of the trophies now in its 
possession to bear away the championsbip of all the States. 

The year is marked with one matter greatly to be regretted. I 
refer to the detection of attempts at talse scoring at Creedmoor. 
The guilty parties were at once tried by the Executive Commit- 
tee, convicted and forever disqualitiea from the use of the range. 
It is of the utmost importance to all riflemen that the scoring at 
Creedmoor shall be beyond suspicion The direciors trust that 
the members of the association will use their exertions in aiding 
them to detect any future attempts at traud, and assure them 
that any one proved to be guilty will be promptly punished, It 
is hoped, however, that the example made of these parties wil! 
put a stop to all similar attempts in future. 

At the annual meeting the experiment was tried of offering an 
unusual large prize list, with the idea of attracting additional 
competitors. 1 regret to say that it did not have the desired 
resuit. Although the marksmanship was of a high character, the 
vumber of competitors was below the averave, and the matches 
involved a loss tu the Association of about $500. This was owing 
in some degree tothe fact that the Regulars, who bad been 
camped on the range, aud who had been expected to participate 
in the matches, were ordered away shortly beiore they took piace, 
and also from the non-attendance, for want of transportation, o1 
any teams from the New York National Guard, outside the Ist 
and 2d Division, With the present meeting the term of cffice of 
a large number of directors will expire. It is of the utmost im- 
portance to the futvre welfare of the Association that their suc- 
cessors should be selected from those who are really interested in 
rifle shooting, who are williog to give that time and attention to 
it which are required, and, above all, who will represent the 
shooting men, and particularly the various National Guard regi- 
ments of New York and Brooklyn. With their aid I feel confident 
that, while the excitement of novelty experienced in past years 
cannot naturally be expected, the year will be as fortunate for 
the Assoviation as any of the past. 

When the applause following these remarks had subsided, 
the Secretary, Mr. Ses bury, read his report for the past year, 
and was followed by Colonel Rodney C. Ward, the Treasur- 
er, who reported the total receipts.as $7,648.29, and the dis- 
bursemenis as $7,176.64, leaving a balance on hand of 
$471.65. The Chairman then proposed to proceed to the 

rincipal business of the evening, the election of 8 directors, 

mt before this proposition was acted upoo Mr. Seabury was 
on his feet and adaressed the meeting to the effect that the 
privcipal impediment tothe healthy progress of rifle firing 








and to the prosperity of the Creedmoor range did not lie | ject of ranges, Gen. Robbins refers to that at Creedmoor as 


with the Board of Directors, but, on the contrary, the lion’s 
share of the blame belonged to the managers of the Long 
Island R. R., who refused to bring the price of their fare 
down to a reasonable figure and within the limit of the 
means of the whole National Guard? (which, to a large ex- 
tent, is true). He also recommended, as a matter of justice 
to the citizens of New York, who had, heretofore, provided 
all the prizes for the annual Creedmoor contests, that in fu- 
ture all the other States should be asked to contribute their 
shares for this purpose. Heretofore they had contributed 
nothing to the success of the rifle movement except to send 
their teams bere and walk off with the prizes. This recom- 
mendation, which is a reasonable one, received the approval 
of the meeting. After this he pitched into the wicked edi- 
tors of military and sportsman’s papers, who, by their state- 
ments, had led the public to the erroneous belief that the 
Board of Directors were a quarrelsome body, while iu reali- 
ty nothing but utter harmony had always prevailed at their 
meetings. Indeed, according to Mr. Seabury, the Board of 
Directors, of the N. R. A., live in a perpetual Christmas at- 
mospbere of peace on earth and good will to all men, which 


E. L. Zalinski, 5th U. 8. Artillery. Mr. L. V. Sone, of the 
N. Y. Rifle Club, and Col. G. E. P. Howard, I. R. P., 1st 
Brigade, N. J., received the least number of votes, and will, 
therefore, till those vacancies which expire first. Several of 
these gentlemen were not present, but it was stated that all 
had signified that they wonld accept the position if elected. 

After some unimportant discussion about the printing of 
the annual repcert the meeting was about to break up, when 
Adjutant, now Captain, Marphy jumped up and asked the 
reason why a (fall statement of the expenses 
of the last international team while on _ the 
published. Taking 
up a book General Wingate stated that a full account of the 
financial affair of the event referred to was contained in the 
book be held in his hand, which was open to the inspection 
of any life member at any time. Gen. Dunn (probably with 
the formidable account of pints of ’alf an ‘alf; Bass’ ale, 
brandy, whiskey and other refreshments which would thus 
become expored to the profane gaze of the pub- 
lic in his mind’s eye), gave his opinion that it 
would be an indehcate action to publish the 
account, but Capt. Murphy would not be comforted, and 
in @ semi-pathetic and semi ferocious manner repeated his 
demand, whereupon the matter was submitted to a vole. 
The chorus of * ayes ” sounded as strong as that of ‘‘noes,” 
but the Chairman decided without count that the motion 
was defeated, and thus gently sat down upon Capt. Murphy, 
so far as the question under consideration was concerned, 
relapsed into silence. It should be stated that no life mem- 
ber present availed himself of the privilege of inspecting 
the beok. The meeting then, at about 10 Pp. m., adjourned 
in a ratbor pleasant humor. : 
Outside it was found that the raging rain storm had trans- 
formed the block containing the 22d Regiment armory into 
an island, and thus induced some of the riflemen who were 
unprepared for the emergency to take refuge in a place of 
safety around the corner, where, in the company of Major 
Harry Fulton (who is on a visit in New York from his mines 
in New Mexico), and a few other pioneers of the rifle move- 
ment, an hour was spent in talking over the good old times 
when long range shooting was still in its infancy and when 
there was still ‘‘some fun" in a visit to Creedmoor 
This was by far the pleasantest part of the meeting. 





RIFLE PRACTICE IN NEW YORK. 


REPORT OF THE GENERAL INSPECTOR. 


Om1TTING such matters #8 refer simply to the routine work 
of the department, the report of matches shot at Creed- 
moor (which bave already been published in our resumé of 
the fall meeting of 1883), tables and statistics prepared for 
the infcrmation of General Headquarters, we fiud in this 
document the following points of interest to the Guard : 


ARMORY, FIELD AND CAMP PRACTICE. 


As to armory practice, General Robbins says : 


The need in this case appears to be acartridge which can be 
used in the service arn: at short distances with safety, aud at 
same time can be supplied at so cheap a rate as not to become a tax 
upon individual members. Experiments have been commenced 
with these tacts in view, and in event of success the wisdom of 
issuing acertain amount of ammunition for armory as weil as 
for field practice will be apparent.” 

There has been no change in the general method of field prac- 
tice except the substitution of askirmish drill for file firing, and as 
this was partly experimental and conducted under general orders 
only, it was thought best and fair to leave the results out in 
making the calculations fur figure of merit, and to base it simply 
upon the volley firing. The records have been kept, however, 
and will be a guide for the future. 

The progressive system of practice beginning with all at the 
lowest (100 yards) range, and gradually iocreasing until the finale 
is had in volley and skirmish firing, has been, as in former years, 
the rule, but it is with regret that I note several prominent 
organizations have not completed their whole duty in the latter 
work, they having practiced but a very small proportion of their 
members in this very important and interestiog part of the 
drill, The coming year, it may be well to insert a clause in the 
G. O. governing practice to the effect “that commands which 
do not practice a fair proportion of their menin this duiy shali 
suffer for their neglect. 


The range at Peekskill, which after its necessarily hurried 
construction in 1882, was found considerably out of repair 
last spring, was put in order ata cost of #305. All had the 
same facilities, viz : One chief and 7 scorers, 7 markers and 
7 targets ready at 6 a.m., and open till 7 Pr. m. each day. 
The total capacity of thie raoge is about 100 men for class, 
volley and skirmish practice in 10 hours’ work. The best 
system attainable is to have one large and one small com- 
pany at the range at 6 A. M., practicing volley avd skirmish 
firing till $ A. m., and from that time to have details of 10 
and 12 men from each company practicing in class firing. 
The amount of work required of the men in various camp 
duties has great effect upon rifle practice, and it certainly seems 
asif the soldier had p!enty to do without it, yet the possibie 
saving of time to the men by practice in camp, and thus e-cap- 
ing a day spent upon a home range, should be tnought of. There 
can be no question but that the practice, fully carried out, does 
interfere with other and very essential camp duties, and leads 
commanding officers to regard it with disfavor, though recogniz- 
ing its necessity. From these tacts may be drawn this conclu 
sion: that either the range facilities must be very greatly ex- 
terded, and at very great cost, or that the practice shall be con- 
fined to volley and skirmish duty, under orders, at stated hours, 
eay in the forenoon, and the range open for class work during 
the remainder of the day, for snch men as cannot, trom any 
cause, alterwards visit a home range. 


The latter course is the one favored. Considering the sub- 


the best in the world, but the most inaccessibie of any. Asin 
consequence, the number of competitors lessens each year, 
he suggests that : 

It might be well if negotiations were epened with New Jer- 
sey authorities to see if it is practicable to send troops trom the Ist 
and 2d Divisions to Brinton Range for practice. Tue State Range 
at Peekskill is in good shape, and ordinary repairs will put it in 
readiness for next year’s work. 


THE MARKSMEN’S BADGE 

Is still a coveted prize, and a man once a winner will not wil- 
lingly lose it, if he can avoid it. There has been no change in 
the required score except to i that n y to win a sil- 
ver (or sharpshooter’s) bar to forty-two, aud with this increase 
the number of winners this year is 103. 

Gen. Robbins recommends that a sufficient sum be allowed 
for transportation to the actual shooting members of teams 
wishing to compete for the State prize at Creedmoor, and 





actual travelling expenses be allowed brigade inspectors of 
rifle practice on duty, and says : 
From personal observation, I consider the isste of transpor- 





is highly gratifying information. Mr. Seabury then stated 
that he was goig to South America, doubtless for the pur- 
pose of getting a little relief from the monotony of an exis- 
tence of perpetual accord with his fellow directors of the 
Rifle Association. The election of directors, which followed, 

resulted 1m the choice of the following : 
Maj. W. W. De Forest, Amateur Rifle Club; Maj. J. Fred 
13th N. Y.; Maj. O. L. Fincke, 23d N. Y.; John 


tation and ammunition to troops practicing with carbines a 
waste. They do not drill with the weapon, nor do they have ex- 
ercise with it except upon the range. As their arm is the Gat- 


for practice with that. 
Rifle practice throughout the State has a strong hold upon the 





practicing as to whole number enrolled has increased from 57.4 
per cent., in 1882, to 61.03 per cent., in 1883; while the absentets 
have fallen from 42.54 per cent., in 1882, to 38.96 per cent, in 
1883; showing a steady increase in interest. y 

The substitution of skirmish drili tor file flring has received 
| universal commendation, and the record shoWs a very good fig- 

ure, though, as beiore noted, it is not used in computing the fig. 
ure of merit. 3 
The attention to duty required of a National Guardsman is, to 
a degree, voluntary; there is a limit beyond which he cannot be 
| persuaded to go, and the extraordivary amount of individual 
practice accomplished in oue organization, with the effsct ag 
shown by their present feeling, is a warning that in their case this 
limit has been reached. Tue task has become so heavy a tax 
upon their time and energies, as to make it doubtful if they evor 
again will attempt it, even to maintain their present hign posi- 
tion. That this feeling prevails among other organizations to 
some extent is shown iu various ways; note that only four teams 
competed for the State prize this year, while in 1879, only four 
years since, there were twenty. 

For years an enthusiast in rifle practice, and knowing intim- 
ately the various difficulties under which the Guard labor to 
periect themselves in this important branch of the service, you 
will pardon me it I urge a liberal policy on behalf of the State to- 
ward the Guard in matters pertaining particularly to the knowl- 
edge of their arm, and how to use it, believing the money will ba 
= expended used to aid those who are trying to help them- 
selves. 


HEAVY GUN PRACTICE FOR NATIONAL GUARD, 


Tue following are memoranda of legislation it ie proposed 
to ask for authorizing artillery practice by organizations of 
militia, in the harbor defences— fixing allowance of ammuni- 
tion to be expended annually, etc.: 

1. Governors of seaboard and Gulf States, except California and 
New York, may designate one regiment of the State National 
Guard, to be instracted in the manipulation of heavy artillery 
aod appurtenances of the same. Governors of States having 
boundaries on tue great lakes shal) each designate one battalion 
of tour companies for the same purpose. The Governor of Cali- 
fornia may desiguate two regiments, and the Governor of New 
York three regiments, one of which shall be composed of com- 
panies located at or near important points on the northern 
boundary of the State, where fortifications have been erected. 
(This would give a total of 24 regiments and seven battalions— 
268 com panies.) 

2. These orgavizations are to be permitted to drill at the heavy 
and other guus torming the armament of the permanent harbor 
and boundary detences. They may expend ia firing practice the 
amount of ammunition hereinafter allowed under such regula- 
tions as may be prescribed by the Secretary of War. 

3. Allowance per regiment of 10 companies (average strength 
per company to be at jeast 40 enlisted men): 10 rounds, 20 in. 
Rodman smooth-bore (N. Y. H. only); 40 rounds, 15 in. Rodman 
smooth-bore; 20 rounds, § in. converted ritles; 20 rounds, 300 Ib, 
Parrott rifles; 60 rounds, 100 ib. Parr>tt rifles; 6v rounds, 444 Ib. 
siege rifles; 60 rounds, 3 1b. field rifles; 1,000 rounds, ca). 0,45 
Gatling. Also, 20 blank cartridges for each calibre and 4,000 fric- 
tion primers. Thisis an average of 15 rounds heavy calibres, 12 
rounds ligbt calibres, aud 100 rounds small arms for each cow- 
pany. Thuis shall be tue allowance per company in organizations 
of jess than 10 companies. When average of regiment or bat- 
talion falls below 40 ealisted men per company, the allowance 
sball be reduced proportionately. 

Where auy of tne calibres above mentioned are not mounted, 
the allowance for each calibre available for practice shali be in- 
creased in such proportions as may be deemed best by the Chief 
ot Ordnance of the Army, provided that the total per company 
shall not be less than 27 rounds. 

4. Where possible, the firing practice of at least four companies 
shall be combined. It shall be under the supervision of post 
commanders when at garrisoned stations. Where stations are not 
garrisoned, an officer of artillery shall be detailed to supervise 
the firing. The ammunition equipments, and appliances are to 
be issued by the officer of the U. S. Army supervising the firing. 
He will render such other assistance as may be necessary. All 
physical data and observations connected with the firing practice 
are to be careiully collated and embodied in areport. This re- 
port will be submitted for remarks to the officer supervising the 
firing. Three copies are to be forwarded to the Adjutant General 
or Chief of Ordnance of the State. After examination one copy 
will be retained, one forwarded to the Chief of Ordnance, U. 8. 
Army, Washingion, and one returned to regiment or battalion 
commauder tor record. 

5. The Caief of Ordnance of the Army shall prescribe forms for 
theses records, and will furrieh the necessary bianks. The result 
of the practice will be pubiished annually, with a figure of merit 
ot every organization ot each class of guns. 

As matters stand tu-day, we are not as well armed in any of our 
important harbors as were the Eyyptians at Alexandria. It is 
true we have a most efficient system of torpedves (I believe the 
best in the world), but without efficient guns, suitable fortifica- 
tious, and the ¢rained cannoreers to man the guns, the torpedves 
would not delay an enemy’s fleet (such as Enogland’s, for exam- 
ple) more than 48 hours. E Z 


INSTRUCTION FOR THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


We publish under our Congressional heading the text of a 
bill introduced into the House of Representatives by Mr. 
Connolly, providing for the detail of offivers of the Regular 
Army to instruct the National Guard in tactics, customs 
of the service, etc , the detail to be upon the application of 
the Governor, and the officer detailed to be a citizen of the 
State to which he is ordered. 

Tae object of this bill, as explained by the author, is to 
increase the efficiency of the militia of the different States 
by detailing officers from the Ragular Army, who will estab- 
lish a uniform system of military knowledge among the 
regiments, These instructions, under the orders of the 
Governors of the respective States, will establish schools of 
instruction, to instruct the different battalions and cumpa- 
nies; to examine into the character of the organizations; to 
examine officers as to their knowledge of the duties of their 
rank; to instruct quartermasters and other stuff officers in 
the knowledge of their accountability for property, method 
of making returns and care of public funds and stores; to 
superiutend the establishment of camps of iustruction, their 
police, the care and feeding of men, quality and issue of ra- 
tions, the rapid transportation of troops and method of sub- 
sistence; to insure rapidity and simplicity of mancuvres, 
marches and avoidance of unnecessary fatigue and care of 
troops; to inspect clothing, arms avd equipments and 
other stores furnished the troops, and to recommend such 
improvements as may be required, tu regulate the methods 
of military courts; to disencumber the National Guard of 
useless aud absurd customs of service which ure calculated 
to harass and disgust the enlisted men; to insure a strict 
observance of tactics and a thorough knowledge of skirmish 
drill and the handliug of troops ia cities and towns; to 68- 
tablish discipline which will insure a strict idea of obedience 
tending to elevate the enlisted man aud give him pride io 
his organization and a desire to do bis entire duty by his 


for the 3d and 4th Division prizes at their ranges, and that | Gommonwealth. 


(From the Chicago Current.) 
THE MILITIA WE NEED. 
General Benét, Chief of Ordnance, has in several of his 


ling gun, it would seem better that some arrangement be made | annual reports, earnestly called attention to the serious de- 
ficiencies in the militia system of the States; and, year after 
troops, but the advance, eo rapid in the last few years, cannot | Y€@, attempts bave beea made in Congress to secure the 
be expected to continue in same ratio. You will note an increase | passage of bills providing for the reorganization of the mili- 
tia on a true national basis, Nothing has been done, how- 





in number practicing; 66.18 in 1883, 60 24 in 1882; in marksmen, 
trom 26, 





Ackerman. 
fi. Brown, 7th N. Y.; apt. ©. H. Eagle, 12th N. ¥.; ‘Lieut, 





82, in 1882, to 27.45, in 1883; and the percentage of those jeyer, the disposition of Congress being to trust to the 
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triotism of Americans, in the event of a suddenly imposed | 
veeigh war, for efficient armies. 


while complimentary to national pride, is not 


pis view, 20 
dingetber sound. The proper course is to be prepared, as 
the people of the Republic of Switzerland are, for every 
emergency. Senator Sewell, of New Jersey, has introduced 

geLc} 


another militia bill io the Senate, appropriating $600,000 to 
provide arms and equipments for the militia, to be appor- 
tioned among the States and Territories according to their 
allotted number of representatives or delegates in Congress. 
This money, however, is to be apportioned according to the 
number of regularly organized, active militia in each State 
snd Territory, the lanit being 500 regularly gniformed, com- 
ned officers and enlisted men for each representative 
or delegate which the Stetes and Territories are entitled to 
bave in Congress. At present the appropriation is only 
$200.000, and this is very insufficient. 

Some system, like that proposed by Senator Sewell, should 
be adopted. The model Republican army is not that of the 
centralized French republic, but that of Switzeriand, where 
the people of the cantons, by a compulsory law, which keeps 
the young men after the age of nineteen under effective 
drill, are always ready to take the field. There the expense 
of alarge standing army is avoided. In this country we 
have the Regular Army as a oucleus, with the West Point 
Academy as 2 training school for officers, and this nucleus is 
intended to act as leaveninthe great mass of raw militia 
when actual war comes, Prudence demands that the militia 
of the States shall be largely prepared for military duty. 
Very few of the States, however, have given this subject the 
proper attention. 


missio 





NEW YORK. 

The 19th Separate Company, Major Wm. Haubennestel, 
commanding, have entered into their regular winter drills, 
and gained 10 recruits during the past week. y 

The ball of the 5th Separate Company of Poughkeepsie 
was & grand success, 61 couples were on the floor of the 
aroory in the grand march. 

The New York T:mes says what the National Guard wants 
most 1s “‘ habituation to military salutes and courtesies, the 
thorough trainiug of recruits iu squads before sending them 
to companies, the attainment of a soldierly bearing, and the 
careful instruction of both commissioned and non-commis- 
sioned officers in guard duty.” 

Among the numerous contests to take place at the second 
annual Athletic Meeting for the Amateur Military Champiun- 
sbip of the National Guard, under the auspices of Company 
F, 13th Regiment, N. G. S. N. Y., on Tuesday evening, Jan. 
22, 1884, at the Armory, Flatbush avenue and Hanson 
place, Brooklyn, N. Y., is one of especial interest, in that on 
this occasion, Mr. L. E. Meyers, the champion amateur run- 
ner, aud Mr, F. P. Murray, the champion amateur walker, 
of America, will contest for a prize, Mr. Myers to run three- 
quarters of a mile while Mr. Murray walks a half, making it 
a very close and exciting race. It will be a novel and inter- 
esting contest, aud has caused considerable speculation as to 
the result, A full programme of events and conditions of 
entering was published in the Journnan of December 22, 
1883, but we would remind any would be contestants who 
have not as yet entered, that the entries close on January 
15, with the Secretary, E. J, Anderson, at the Armory. 

The Twelfth Regiment appears to have surmounted its 
troubles and entered upon a new lease of life. By the Ist 
February, every vacancy in its board of officers will be 
filled. John J. Riker, late inspector on Gen, Ward's staff, 
has been unanimously elected major. Capt. Eagle and Lt. 
Rogers, of Company E, and Lieuts. 8. Appleton and B. Ap- 
pleton, of Company B, passed successfully the examining 
board, on Monday evening, January 7. Battalion drills have 
been ordered as follows: A, G, H, K, Jan. 15 and 28; B, E, 
F, I, Jan. 18 and 31. 

The 69th Regiment had the first battalion drill of the sea- 
son on Jan. 10, while company drills in skirmishing, guard- 
mounting, and sentinel duty have been ordered to commence 
Jan, 14—the skirmish drill to be by bugle call. The sergeant- 
Major, quartermaster-sergeant, and junior standard bearer, 
having recently been discharged, their positions, as well as 
that of commissary sergeant, are announced as open to com- 
petition on Thursday, Jan. 24, at8r.m. Applications for 
the same must be sent to the adjutant, through company 
commanders, by Jan. 22. 

The 10th Separate Company, of Newburg, are preparing 
aed grand fair, to commence February 11, and to last one 

_ Capt. P. R. Chadwick, of the Seventh Separate Company, 
Cohoes, has resigned. 

_ Captain Decker, I. R. 
signed, 

The Drum and Bugle Corps, of the 13th, will hold their 
annual drill and reception at the Armory on Wednesday 
tation” January 16, for which they have sent us an invi- 

on. 

The 22d Regiment Armory is not only a cheerless, dingy 
concern, with its decaying rafters and ungainly pillars, but 
the cracks in the dilapidated walls admit the cold draft in 
such quantities that it is a standing menace to the health of 

who are compelled to drill there. 

Cos. A and ©, 7ist Regiment, tendered a review at the 
Pa to Col. Vose and staff on Friday, Dec. 11. Capt. E. 
re Kay Townsend had command. A luneb, provided by 

© company officers, followed. All had a pleasant time. 
aan Tules in regard to accountability for property have 
ace postehed from Albany as follows : Annual returns 
Sent by made by all officers who have property in charge on 
co to the Chief of Ordnance, and also by company com- 
€rs to their regimental and battalion commanders on 
ra my day. In each compauy a book must be kept show- 
only _. property in hands of enlisted men. Officers can 
Gane re leved from accountability by properly authorized 

®rs of property or by duly . approved proceedings of 

| py Survey. Officers accountable for property to the 
Re lef of Ordnance must give bonds as follows : 

gimental Commanders 


P., of the 12th Regiment, has re- 


Ases facdeet Saticc¥ess $7,500 

Battalion he ae ar, TENA ALLE “4,500 
— Commanders SAL nioncsie be ekedeeweascqedte -.. 2,500 
parate Company Commander....................0. "750 


beta es of Companies belonging to # regiment or 
charge t por furnish bonds of $750 for property in their 
cette ae Regimental Commander. Regimental Quar- 
hands oF pees make periodical verifications of property in 
Commar Paes for the information of their Regimental 
verify the pron Company Commanders must periodically 
ficiency ; a ee arty under their charge, and report any de- 

Every ¢ ae to their regimental commanders. 
Parade. ao man must be required, after each drill or 
and equinme n,n cutire uniform, arms, accoutrements 
proper: senepery a the armory, and to put them in their 
it is thedenn . keeping, in 8 neat and orderly manner, and 
that this o 4, of each Company Quartermaster Sergeant to see 
is com rder is complied with by the enlisted members of 
mand, and he is to report to his Commanding Officer 


very failure to comply with the above. 


granted to an enlisted man by his 
to take his uniform, etc., out of the 


hen permission is 
ding Officer 





armory, it must be returned within the time specified by 
such Commanding Officer, and it is the duty of the Company 
Quartermaster Sergeant to see that the property is thus re- 
turned in good order, and to report to his Commanding Officer 
at once, compliance or non-compliance with this order. 





of snap, regularity, and attention, to which we are entirely 
unaccustomed in this command, marked the movements of 
Company G in the beginning of the drill on Friday evening, 
January 3. The Ist lieutenant had command. The align- 
ments were defective, the line crooked, touch of elbows 
neglected, the wheels out of shape, andin the execution of 
the command to the rear march, which was not we!l-timed, 
the company went almost to pieces. Under what authority 
was a blank left in the rear rank, in the centre of the com- 
pany? This company generally drills wel), and, therefore, 
this night’s performance was a matter of surprise to the 
spectators. Captain De Mott was on the floor, suffering 
from a severe cold, but when he saw the performance he 
rushed up-stairs, donned his uniform, and took command. 
From this moment the drill improved, the bearing of the 
men became military, their attention fixed, and the move- 
ments assumed some of the vivacity which generally charac- 
terizes this company. A large part of the school of the com- 
pany was gone through with in generally good shape, 
but it is true that the wheels during the entire drill 
were mediocre, and that the front into line, double 
time, could be much improved, if the fours would 
come on the line with less rush. As it was, the 
men almost broke into the run and destroyed the regu- 
larity of the movement and the integrity of the fours. Dur- 
ing company drill, except in the platoon movements, lieu- 
tenants do not give or repeat commands, a rule frequently 
violated on this occasion. After a very good drill in the 
manual the firings were taken up, but the performance here 
demonstrated that a good deal must be done before the com- 
mand can execute this part of the drill in first class style. 
Position of right hand at load and ready decidedly too 
low, the steprings off in the rear rank evidently not gener- 
ally understood, and particularly in the oblique firings was 
there alack of promptness in the execution of the commands, 
the raising of muskets to a vertical position and quick and 
decided bringing back of the muskets at the command load. 
Subalterns and file closera should attend to their work aud 
not mind or converse with spectators. The resumption of 
marching drill, under the 1st Lieutenant, who at this point 
again took command, showed no improvement over the work 
of the earlier part of the evening, with exception of some 
very fair movements in double time. The skirmish drill, 
which wound up the evening’s work,’ was anything but a 
success. The men have evidently had little instruction on 
this point. In the rallies they started before the command 
march, they were behind time in fixing bayonets, the circles 
were imperfectly formed, and the firings in all directions 

As it was, half of the muskets in each group were pointed 
straight at the one to its right or left, and worse, these de- 
fects were not corrected. There was also too much talking 
in ranks during the rallies and deployments. It is not very 
often that Captain De Mott fails to conduct his eompany 
drills in person—this evening’s work showed that his pres- 
ence is absolutely necessary on each occasion to preserve the 
standard in drill to which the company has been raised by 
his efforts. ‘The company had 20 files front. 

The other company on the floor, at the same time (I), had 
only ten files. Its movements were limited, but what we 
noticed of the drill was fairly performed, It was a mistake 
not to complete the left fours im accordance with tactics. 
The presence of a set of twos uu the left spoiled the appear- 
ance of the company and created confusion when- 
ever the left was in front. The execution of the command 
charge bayonets with bayonets unfixed is wrong. 

In conclusion we would say that the presence.of 70 many 
men in ranks only partly uniformed reflects discredit on the 
22d, and that it would be well for Col. Porter to puta stop 
to it, especially as the practice is not confined to the en- 
listed men alone. A man in vivilian trousers at a drill looks 
just as unmilitary as he would in a white beaver hat, aud the 
sooner this is understood the better for the discipline and 
fame of the regiment. 

Sevento New YorkE.—Ool. Emmons Clark.—Company G., Capt. 
J.C. Abrams, turned out for drill on Monday evening, January 
7, with 28 filesiront, S» far as it went, the performance was very 
handsome, as usual, but at this time of the season we expected 
more variety of movements, the marching exercises being almost 
entirely confined to a few passages trom single into double rank 
and vice versa. The instruction, as usual, was careful and 
thorough, the file closers active and up to their duty and the 
rank and file attentive. Formation was prompt and rapid, and 
when a preliminary warming up march in columns of fours had 
been performed the command in single rank on left into line was 
given and well executed, followed by fours leit when some of the 
front fours appeared to ferget their distances and the rear fours 
broke up. These Jittle detects were instantly corrected by the 
file closers. The company then formed line on the right in double 
rank, broke to the front into fours, again passed into single rank 
and repeated these manouvres Dumerous times, passed in double 
time around the hail, halted and proceeded tothe manual. This 
was executed by the majority of the company in excelient cad- 
ence, but there were several men in the line whose performance 
detracted from the regularity oi the whole, particularly in the 
carry from the order, After this the instructor proceeded to the 
loadings and firings which were gone through with great atten- 
tien to detail, This part of the drill furnished no points on which 
to base a criticism. The drill, as a whole, was rather tame and 
uninteresting. 

Company D was under command of Lieut. Kopper, with 16 
files front. It wasatair drill, but rather short. The principal 
movements were formations of line to the front and on the right 
avd l-ft in single and double rank, and in double and quick time, 
with an occasional wheel, the latter being very nicely performed. 
At 9 o’clock the company stacked arms and marched out, 
[Mem.—Through a misunderstanding we reported in last weck’s 
issue that Lieut. McDougall was present with Company C on its 
march from Williams Bridge. The Lieutenant was not present.) 


TWO NOTABLE BALLS. 


The annual ball of the 22d came off at the Metropolitan 
Opera House on Monday evening, January 7. In point of 
decoration, music, and attendance, it takes rank as a first 
class affair, and reflects credit upon the arrangement of the 
whole, The grand march, led by Col, Porter and Mrs. Por- 
ter, and Col. Baird of the veterans, began at 11 P. w., and 
later in the evening another march, led by Col. Porter of the 
22d and Col. Clark of the 7th took place, the various evolu- 
tions of which elicited great applause. All the prominent 
officers of the 1st and 2d divisions were present, and in their 
handsome uniforms added largely to the brilliancy of the 
gcene, which was one of uninterrupted gayety till a late hour 
on Tuesday morning. 

Major Geo, W. McLean, who commands New York’s Old Guard 

is in the form and fashion of the ideal viejl/z moustache, 80 much 
so that his mere appearance in any assemblage is in itself suffi 

cient to transform it into a military gatbering, He is, besides, 
the very quintescence of the soldierly virtue of hospitality, and 
under his guidance the Old Guard has become known to all army 


annual ball is always a great occasion but this year it was just a 
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touch beyond, The grand New Metropolitan Opera House added 
ee +4 80 hil AaA 


its attractions to the occasion, and these 
with the other features of the ball that it was hard to say how 
far the grand assembly room owed its magnificence to the Guard, 
aud how much the added grandeur of the Guard was due to the 
room. Many officers of the army and navy stationed in the vi- 





, cisity of New York attended, and the National Guard was, as 
TwENTY s#conD New Yorx.—OCol. Josiah Porter.—A Jack ! 


usual, largely represexted, delegations being present from the 
Aucient aad Houorables of Boston and the City Troop ot Philadel- 
plia- For their names we ars obliged this week to reter lady 
readers [o the rosters ; no mere catalogue of names and titles can 
give any idea how grand and handsome they all looked when 
they assembled for the grand march round in their various 
bued and multi-fashioned uniforms ; one could see in imagina- 
tion the eff+te despotisms of Europe fairly trembling with appre- 
hension. Tue various foreign representatives present, including 
Several Japanese, are understood to have at once cabled their 
respective goveraments advising a large increase in their several 
military budgets, 


NEW HAMPSHIRZ. 


G. O. No. 1, of January 1, announces the following commissions: 
Ist Regt., 2d Regt.: Capt. Frederic A. Faulkner, Co. H; 1st 
Lieut. George W. Fisher, Oo. H; 24 Lieut. Jerry P. Wellmen, 
Co. H; Ist. Lieut. Frank O. Nims, Co. G ; 2d Lieut. William H. 
Prentiss, Go.G. Cavaurey: 2d Lieut. James A. Gaunders, Oo. A; 
Capt. Joha J. Perry, Co. B. 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


R. B. asks: Where is Gen. T. J. Haines, U. 8. A., stationed 
now? Ineversee his name mentioned in your paper. ANS,— 
Gen. Haines died August 14, 1833. 

J.M. B. asks: What are the regulations governing admission 
into the Sigual Corps, U.S. A.? Ans.—Entrance is by enlistment 
as a soldier in the Army, term five years. Candidates tor enlist- 
ment are required to pass an examination, For full partiulars, 
see Circular 10, from Sigual Office, dated July 24, 1883, 

C. H. W. asks: How mustI proceed to procure an appoint. 
ment as apothecary in the Navy, or hospital steward in the 
Army? Awns.—Apply to the Surgeons-Geueral of the Army and 
Navy at Washington; state what you desire, your qualificatious, 
age, and so forth, and you will doubtless receive full information 
on the exbiect. 

A.S. says: “I was discharged November 30th last, and took 
on again December 3lst. Am I entitled to re-enlisted pay ?” 
Ans. —Yes. It has been decided that ‘‘a soldier who enlists 
again on the thirty-first day atter his discharge re-enlista withia 
the meaning of the law.” 

M. H. asks: Did the massacre of a citizen train between Jacks- 
boro’ and Griffia, Texas, by Indians, wherein 9 or 10 teamsters 
were killed, take piace in May, 1870, or 1871. ANns,—Iu May, 
1871. You will fiadatull account ot the affair ia the ARMY AND 
Navy Jougna of June 10, 1871, page 679. 

WEsTeRN Post asks: “ Ata post which is the headquarters 
ofa regiment should the enlisted men be required to pay the 
chief musician $5 a hexd for the pieces, to play at a ball, gotten 
up at the post by the said enlisted men?” ANns,—We imagine 
such is not the practice. Generally whea the enlisted men ata 
post where thereis a band desire to give a ball, they communi- 
cate with the Adjutant, and ask forthe services of a portion of 
the band on the occasion, which is usually granted, aud the 
band=en detailed to be present and turnish the necessary music. 








MILITARY ORDER LOYAL LEGION. 


At a meoting of the Illinois Commandery, held at Chicago Jan. 
2, the following were elected members : Major G. B. Hogin, U.S, 
’.; Gen. W. Vanderver, U.S. V.; Capt. La Fayette McWilliams, 
Major ®¥. M. Luff, U. 8S. V.; Major W. G. Baatlsy, U.S. V. Among 
those to be balloted for Feb. 2 is Geu. O. B. Willcox, U.S. A. 

At a mesting of the Wisconsin Commandery, held. at Milwankeo 
Nov’ 7th, Lieutenant J, V. Quartes U.S. V., was elected a meme 
ber. An interesting meeting was held on Wednesday ct this 
week, 

At a meeting of the Massachusetts Commandery, he'd at Bos- 
tou, January 2, the following were elected: Lieut, G. V. Barrett, 
U.S V.; Lieut. C, H. Bates, U S. V.; Col. N. P. Hallowell, U.S. 
V.; Walter Pearce, late acting Master, U. 8. N.; Col. C. A, Smith, 
U.S. V.; Major Sigourney Wales, U. 8. V.; Dr. W. L. Wheeler. late 
acting P. A. Surgeon, U.S, N.; and Capt. W. F. Wiley, U. 8. V. 


< 








THE MAHDI AND HIS ARMY, 


Sirk Sampet Baker says: ‘ The present revolt in the 
Soudan has been produced by a combination of causes 
—the suppression of the slave trade, the example of Arabi 
and his escape from capital punishment after the revolt in 
Egypt, uojust taxation, and the general mal-administration 
of the Soudan by dishonest Mudirs. The favorable con- 
ditions rendered the advent of Mahdi a welcome siga ; and 
the futile military operations of ignorant commanders and 
worthiess troops, which were successively defeated, raised 
his prestige to the rank of a divinely-supported prophet.” 
The enormour numbers of the Mahdi’s army have, the 
London 7'mes thinks, been, doubtless, exaggerated by en- 
thusiasm on the one side and by terror on the other ; but it 
would be a mistake to imagine that the assembling or even 
the moving, of a vast body of armed men 1n these deserts 
is an impossibility. ‘he great Asiatic sovereigas and con- 
querors were able to array in arms hundreds of thousands 
of men without regular commissariat or transport ser- 
vices. Religious zeal or national devotion supplied the place 


of discipline and cohesion; every man brought with him 


his owa weapons, equipments, and provisions, and with his 


careless absence of organization wonders have been done, 


[tis true that the loss of life must be frightful, not in 
battle so much as by huager and thirst, fatigue and disease; 
but to fanaticism death in the good cause is a crown of joy. 
It is true, also, that these loosely gathered armies fall to 
pieces at the first shock of defeat or even at a check calling 
for endurance rather than enthusiasm. But, at the present 
moment, the Mahdiis the favorite of fortune; his preten- 


sions toa divine mission are favorably interpreted in the 


light of his success, and throughout Egypt, not to speak of 
the actual scene of his recent achievements, the popular 


feeling is inclined to bow even to his most extravagant claims 





upon the allegiance of the true believers. This state of feel- 
ing secures him against most of the dangers of a reckless ad- 
vance so long as he is confronted only by a receding and 
disheartened enemy. It is not easy to see how a purely de- 
fensive position cau be maintained at Khartoum or anywhere 
suuth of Assouan in the presence of a hostile population, 








WOUNDS OF GENERALS IN ACTION. 
A curious article might be written on the immunity from 


wounds in action of some generals, and the ill-fortano of 
others in becoming the billet for a bullet. ’ 
was ever more forward in the fighting line thau Sheridan, 
yet he never got a scratch. Skobeleff, who many atime 
went at it with bis own good sword, and in his white coat 
and on his white cherger headed every charge with a reckless- 
ness that men call madness, had as complete an immu 

as if he carried the charmed life that his soldiers ascribed, 
and was wounded only in the quiet trenches by a chance 
bullet fired into the air a mile away. \ 
once hit, the bullet that carried away his boot 


No commander 


Wellington was but 
hwel scarce 


gave him acontusion. Grant was never struck; no morg 














and navy officers in its vicinity for its hospitable invitations. ‘| 
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was Napoleon. Of Sir Neville Chamberlain again, one of 
the most distingnished officers of our Indian army, the say- 
ing goes thet he never went into action without receiving a 
wound, and the gallant old man has been fighting pretty 
steadily ever since the first Afghan war. Bazaine was & man 
to whom Fortune was not stingy in the matter of wounds. 
At Lorpy there came to him the leaden reminder that he 
was mortal, thongh this time it was but a geutle hint. The 
fregment of a shell hit him on the left shoulder, but it had 
been well spent, and because of the protection of the epau- 
lette gave him but a contusion, from which he had pain for 
several days, especially when on horseback.—English Illus- 
trated Magazine, 








THE HIMALAYAS AND THE ROCKIES. 


Mr. Marion Crawford, the nephew of his uncle the genial 
Sam Ward, and his aunt, Julia Ward Howe, in *‘ Mr. Isaac’s,” 
the first of that series of bright novels which has taken the 
reading world by storm—thus describes the Himalayas, the 
scene of the story being laid in India: 

“The lower Himalayas are at first extremely disappointing. 
The scenery is enormous but not grand, and at first hardly 
seems large. The lower parts are at first sight a series of 
gently undulating bills and wooded dells, in some places it 
looks as 1f one might almost bunt the country. It is long 
before you realize that it is all on a gigantic scale; that the 
quick-set hedges are belts uf rhododendrons of full growth, 
the water-jumps rivers, and the stone walls mountain ridges ; 
that to hunt a country like that you would have to ride a 
horse at least two hundred feet high. You cannot see at 
first, or even for some time that the gentle looking hill is a 
mountain of five or six thousand feet ; in Simla you will not 
believe you are three thousand feet above the level of the 
Rhigi Kulm iu Switzerland. Persons who are familiar with 
the aspect of the Rocky Mountains are aware of the singular 
lack of dignity in those enormous elevations. They are 
merely big, without any superior beauty, until you cowe to 
the favored spots of nature's art, where some great contrast 
throws ont into appalling relief the gulf between the high 
and the low. Itis so in the Himalayas. You may travel for 
hours and days amidst vest forests and hills without the 
slightest sensation of pleasure or sense of admiration for the 
scene, till suddenly your path leads you out on to the dizzy 
brink of an awful precipice—a sheer fall so exaggerated in 
horror that your most stirring memories of Mont Blanc, 
the Jungfrau and the hideous arete of the Pitz Bernin sink 
into vague insignificance. The gulf that divides you from 
the distant mountain seems like a huge bite taken bodily out 
of the world by some voracious god ; far away rise snow 

ks such as were not dreamt of in your Swiss tour; the 

— og 8 e. %. is Mg and gloomy 
wi ness, 8 wi! t, while the peaks above 
shoot gladly to the sun.” 








THE MEXICAN ARMY AND NAVY. 


PrestDENT Manual Gonzales, of Mexico, in his recent an- 
nual message, says Of the Army and Navy of that country: 
“‘ With regsrd to the Department of War and Navy, it may 
not be upimportant to notice the establishment of a military 
photography. This establishment will prove of great utility, 
as, among its other labors, it will copy a:.d execute the 
draughts for the ,ublication of a map of the Republic, 
which is being ——— by several geographical committees, 
composed of officers belonging to the special! staff corps, and 


The printing and correction of the regulations for the army 
service i 


is progressing, 

** Batteries of steel guns of the Debange system have been 
lately received, ordored from the foundries of Saint Cha- 
mond (France), on October 18 of last year. Before the pre- 
sent year expires the balance of this contract will be re- 
ceived. Contracts for the repairs and maintenance of bar- 
racks and military buildings have been made; among the 
latter are the Practical Target Artillery School and the Santa 
Fé Gunpowder Factory. The works at the Vhepultepec Mili- 
tary School are now almost finished. Several classes have 
been subdivided, and new ones have been created for the 
improvement of the alumni. 

** Respecting our navy, I have the pleasure to inform Con- 
gress that the floating dock at Lerma is now ready, and will 
be launched to day. Iron and bronze foundries are being 
established in the navy yards of Lerma and Acapulco. Our 
small navy being under the old Spanish naval ordinances, it 
has become necessary to issue a new naval code. For the 
purpose of submitting to Congress the corresponding 
draught, a committee has been appoivted to compile said 
code, and its members are already at work.” 

These statistics derive additional interest from the gloomy 
forebodings of the Providence, R. L., Press, which declares 
that ‘the American people might as well face the fact, first 








of engineers appointed by the Department of Public Works. 


as last, th.t we are bound to have trouble within a few years 
with or about our Southern neighbor.” It may not, adds the 
Press, “take the shape of war—we hope that it will not— 
but there are influences now at work that are just as certain 
to bring about a misunderstanding with Mexico or an intense 
excitement at home over it, as the sun is to rise to-morrow. 
Our present relations with the republic beyond the Rio 
Grande are of the most cordial character. Millions of Ameri- 
can capital have been invested there, within the last four 
years, in railroads, mines and machinery, and thousands of 
Awerican citizens are already over the border pushing for- 
ward new enterprises with characteristic Yankee energy. 
The time is coming when American capital and Amer- 
ican citizens will demand that American institu- 
tions shall be extended over them. They will at first 
agitate the annexation of some of the border Mexican Stat«s, 
and if this does not give rise to international misuoderstand- 
ing, it will cause great excitement at home. No one can tell 
what would be the outcome of such an agitation.” 








SLIPPERS FOR SOLDIERS. 


Tue authorities at the War Office have wisely determined 
still farther to lighten the burdens to be borne by the Brit- 
ish soldier. As one of the results of recent committee work 
on equipment, it has been decided that a pair of light canvas 
waterproof slippers shall henceforth be carried by the s31- 
dier in Lis valise when on active servics, instead of the sec- 
ond pair of boots which have hitherto been included in the 
soldier’s kit, but which will now be carried in the first line of 
transport, A small supply of boots will accompany each 
battaliov, to replace the few that may be prematurely worn 
out. It has been found that troops can keep the field in a 
rough country, on one pair of boots, for two months; and it 
is believed that the addition of light canvas shoes, to be 
worn when the boots have been removed, to ease the feet, 
will answer all requirements. We find that this sensible re- 
form, so long delayed, was suggested many years ago by the 
late Dr. Parkes, the well known authority on military and 
general hygiene. In reference to the possibility of lighten- 
ing the weight of a soldier's field kit, he wrote: ‘‘ The boots 


of light shoes would be better in the pack. On talking with 
soldiers, both officers end men, I have found great divers. 
ence of opinion about the utility of the spare boots in the 
pack. It is a point on which it is very desirable some good 
authority should express an opinion.’’—British Medica) 
Journal, 








FOREIGN NOTES. 


Ir is reported by a correspondent of a London newspaper 
tbat the passage in President Arthur's message wherein it 
is stated that i,, might become necessary for the United 
States to cooper®te with other Powers for a safeguard of 
their rights of trade on the Congo, has given grievous 
offence to the Portuguese Government, which is under the 
impression that the Washington Cabinet would take a differ. 
ent view of the matter if Portugal had at her disposal g 
large fleet like that of England. 


A Evropean traveller gives the following account of the 
Chinese arsenal at Canton: “ All the machines were of Eng- 
lish or American make, and I saw plates and coils of iron 
and steel from Sheffield in very considerable quantities ; byt 
the mechanics and artisans all wore the pigtail, and were 
di ected by Celestial officials. There were abont 400 mep 
hard at work, and I was not a little surprised to fiad that 
they were making not only breech-loading rifles and pieces 
of artillery, but machine guns, a good number of which they 
had turned out ina very creditable condition. The rifles 
were all of the Remington pattern, but the machine gung 
were Gatliugs, and they seemed about as good as they are 
made in Engiand, well polished and neatly finished. The 
guns made here were copies of Krupp’s, and very respectable 
imitations, too. One thing was evident—namely, that Cyj- 
namen here knew enough to make their own weapons, There 
are those who think that in the event of war Chiaa would be 
at a loss for breech-loading arms. At Canton and Shanghai 
I saw cases of machinery not yet put up quite sufficieut to 
set another arsenal or two into working order ; and at Tient- 
ain ard Foochow arsenals there are are, as well as at the 
two first-mentioned places, plenty of Chinamen who under- 
stand enough of the art of weapon making to get all this 
machiuery into working order.” 


A CONSULTATION was held at the British War Office, last 
week, forthe purpose of determining what corps of the 
home and Indian forces are available for reinforcements for 
Egypt. Orders were sent to the Indian Governmeut to re- 
port as to the availability of Iudian troops. After a pro- 
longed discussion, it was resolved to adopt the policy hereto- 
fore outlined by Mr. Gladstone. Three official despatches 
were sent out at the conclusion of the session. The first as- 
sured the Khedive that Eogland would maintain her position 
in Egypt. The second guarauteed the Khedive that Kugland 
would undertake to resist any attempt at the invasion of 
Lower Egypt by El Mahdi, but stated that this guarantee 
meant no more than that Eogland would assume to confine 
El Mahdi’s operations to the Soudan, and must not be cun- 
strued as promising any assistance in resisting those opera- 
tions so long as they were not an actual attack on Egypt 
proper. The third instructed the British Consul at Masso- 
wah to inform the King of Abyssinia that Eugland would 
not approve of any military operations by Abyssinian troops 
in the Soudan, and would resent any attacks upon Egyptian 
troops which might be operating in that region to maintain 
the authority of the Khedive as an attack upon England. A 
number of English officers have left England to joiu Biker 





are the heaviest individual articles in the kit ; and, possibly, 
if magazines of boots are properly established in war, a pair 


Pasha’s staff. Among them is Col. Fitz-George, the son of 
the Duke of Cambridge, and Col. Fred Barnaby. 
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Manufactured trom the finest steel, every 
blade set ready for use, and warranted to shave 
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The “Scientific American” says: ‘It is a marked 
improvement on the old-fashioned razor, making 
it a ‘really Scientific Instrument.’ 
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THE WEST POINT FOUNDRY. 


The West Point Foundry Association, Proprietors. 


Successors of PAULDING, 


KEMBLE 


& CO, 
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Janvary 12, 1884. 


Lzevr. Wissman, who crossed Africa from west to east in 
1831-2, some two or three degrees south of the Congo, has 
been engaged by the African International Society to com- 
mand a new expedition in the basin of the Congo. 

Various orders have been issued by the British War Office 
in reference to supplies of maéériel for the British stations in 
China, and fresh requisitions are daily received by the manu- 
facturing departments. The steamship Hankow, which was 
one of the vessels engaged to bring home part of the army 
in Egypt, was ordered to sail immediately for China, and on 
Saturday, Dec. 15, a number of heavy guns for land service 
and field guns and howitzers were sent across to her berth in 
the Royal Albert Docks at North Woolwich from the Royal 
Arsenal. The ship, after taking on board some shot, shell, 
and other warlike stores, proceeded to Portsmouth to embark 
troops, and sailed Dec. 26. 

Kiva Joun of Abyssinia has made the following reply to 
an invitation sent him by the Mahdi to unite forces, and 
together to harry the fruitful plains of the Delta: ‘‘ May the 
writing of John, the chosen of the Lord, the king of Zion, 
the king of the Ethiopian kings, reach the hands of him 
who is a prophet among the Turks. By the grace of the 
God of saints and the intercession of our Lady of Zion, I 
and my army are keeping well. Praised be the grace of the 




















HORSFORD’S ACID PHOSPHATE. 
FOR OVERWORKED PROFESSIONAL MEN, 


Dr. Cuas. T. Mrrcuet., Canandaigua, N. Y., says: “I think ita 
grand restorer of brain force or nervous energy.” 





- third less than the best Foreign Champagne. 


AKMY AN) NAVY JOURNAL, 


Highest! How art thou? Thou has written to me, ‘I ama 
great prophet. I will not seek strife with thee. Peace be 
between us.’ Ido not know whether it be the will of God 
that we should fight against each other; but what does that 
matter? Are we not enemies in our hearts? Iam a Chris- 
tian and thou art a Turk. Where I am, there thou canst not 
be; where thou art, there I cannot livein peace. Written 
in the camp of Michail-Devli, the 10th senige of the year of 
grace 1875 (August, 1883.”) 


Tue St. Nicholas Hotel, under the direction of Mr. Uriah 
Welch, retains its hold upon the affections of the travelling 
public, who understand the convenience of locating near the 
centre of New York activities, and appreciate the advantages 
that a well kept and comfortable house offers. If not the 
eyed of the New York houses, it continues to be one of 

e best, 

















WE are indebted to Messrs. Kimball and Co., of Rochester, 
N. Y., for specimens of their favorite brand of Vanity Fair 
Tobacco, as well as of their new brand Cloth of Gold Ciga- 
— whose virtues are set forth weekly in our ad ng 
columns. 


Coox’s Imperial Champagne is an excellent wine in every 
respect. Mons. O. Girard, Chief Chemist of the Labor- 
atoire Paris, analyzed it for Minister Noyes, U. 8S. Legation, 
and certified it to be equal in quality to the best Cham- 
pagnes of France. Oook’s Imperial, of St. a Nye 
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DIED. 


. sone oe City, Jan. 8, 1884, Lieutenant Joun P, J. 
ous Wanna On enti m+ > drama 
200, athe Hic yar ot his agar © 16h, PETER Ts Oonrm 
KNIG.—On New Year's morning, at » N. Y., 
cre Rotat Grier sd dn Lvingion Deu, ago 
Major cores v Tet x. yma 26, RopERr, only son of 
achir of ar So Kany, GBA” © 2M Touma 


Pyne.—At Elizabeth, N. J., on , Jan. 7 ] 
Pynz, eldest son of the Rev. ot March’ pry men 
Pyne, aged 9 yaars and 8 months, 


Torren.—At Garden City, Long Island, N. Y., January 8, aged 
26, Epa. wife of Lieut. G.'a. L. Ttotten, 4th U.S. acuttery 108 
orn she passed in peace ond the gates, and “ 

ness’’—her name—went with her. 4 = 
Wave.—At Chicago, Ills., Jan. 8, 1864, at 11.45 p.m, at the 
Palmer House, Robert BucHANNAN Wank, of St. Louis, 
disease, 





Captain 
late of U.S. A.,in his fortieth year, of Bright's 
lingering illness. Entered into Rest. 
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Military and Equestrian Riding. Can be attached 
and detached quickly, and carried in the vest 
pocket, they are so smalland light. The main 
screw is of Bessemer steel. Will not break or 
njure. Can be attached a th d times and 
still set as firmly as when first adjusted. Pants 





allowed to set the sameasif no spur attached. 
Free from danger breakage in rough und or 
going up and down ~. Has the endorsement 
of ME. General Townsend of N. Y., and 
others. = sale by all Saddlery, General 
ware, and Military Equipment [ouses, or 
by the Lt Haypen, Newark, 
} J., Sole Agent for the U.S. foe Bowna Celebra- 
ted Newmarket Horse and Toilet and Challenge 
Circular. 








NAVY AND ARMY EQUIPMENTS lat Lowest Prices 


| Army,ang Nav 


WILHELM & CRAEF, 
Broadway & 26th St., N.Y., 
IMPORTERS AND DEALERS IN 
CHINA, GLASS and 


CROCKERY. 
Army and Navy Officers’ MESSES supplied with 
every article in our line 
AT LOWEST PRICES. 
Refer by permission to 
Gen. J. B. FRY, New York, 
WEST POINT ARMY MESS, 
FORT MONROE OLUB, &o, 
Orders by mail solicited and estimates fur- 
nished for Initials, Monograms and Matchings. 


Fine Cigars. 


We will deliver any of the following Brands 0 
HAND MADE Cigars free of charge to any part 
the paper States, at the following prices : 

DIAMANTE (Key West), $7 to $10 per 100. 

HENRY OLAY (Clear Havana), $5 to $3.00 
per 100. 

ROYAL SPORTS (Havana Fillers), $5 per 100. 

LA ao Londres Grand, $5 per 100. 

DULCES AGUAS (Key West) ‘Londres, $5 per 100. 

UNIQUE (Mized Filler), $4.25 per 100. 

FRAGRANT, $3.75 per 100. 

EL SOL DE OBA, $3 per 100. 


HOLLOWAY & C0., 
607 Chestnut St., Philadephia. 


PURE 
Sacramental & Family 


WINES. 


Write for Circular. 
Lake Keuka Wine Oo., Hammondsport, NewYork 


JOHN EARLE & CO, 
Army and Navy Tailors, 


Two doors above the “‘ Old South,” 
No. 880 WASHINGTON STREET, 
BOSTON, MASS. 


F. J. HEIBERGER, 
Army & Navy Merchant Tailor 


19TH 8T., opposite U. 8 Treasury 
WASHINGTON, D.C 


vy ze, rghang, Tallon 


Charlestown, 

N all Urinary xy trou Jee 
picky and safely cured with 
ta §$ rae ait 


in seven aT os 




















KIDNEY s:< 


jarious ALI Bes none but the - 
ne, Full directions. Price $1 rt bal 
75 cents. All Druggists. 


Orange Powder 


Orange Millis ” Zetadiished one 


nes 








Orange Rifle, 
Orange Lightning; 
Orange Ducking; 
Orange nang ar 
Military, Mining and Blasting Pow 
Electric Blasting Apparatus: 
Manufactured and for Sale by 


Laflin & Rand Powder | Comoany 


29 Murray Street, sites 
Agencies and Magazines z . = o 
country. ed desoriptive 

Send postal card for illustrat Lie 
pamphlet, showing sizes of grains of Powdets 
Mailed FRZZ 





Clippers. Send for 
SSP RA MRSS 


A Hike MPR? 

















